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esert big orns remo ed rom state
t reatened and endangered spe ies list

New Mexico’s desert bighorn sheep have rebounded from a statewide 
population of 70 in 1980 to about 645 today.

Photo: Mark Birkhauser

an uan i er
trop  s ing
gets e en better

Photo: Marc Wethington

holes in a trophy trout section of the San Juan River.
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Ducks Unlimited, New Mexico:

New Mexico Chapter, Wild Sheep Foundation:

New Mexico Trout:

The Nature Conservancy: 

New Mexico Wildlife Federation: 

Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation:

Sportsmen for Fish & Wildlife: 

Trout Unlimited, New Mexico:

Audubon New Mexico:

New Mexico Muskies, Inc.:

Friends of the Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge:

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation: 

Southwest Environmental Center:

Southwest Consolidated Sportsmen:

New Mexico Wild Turkey Federation: 

Safari Club International: 

Southeast New Mexico Wildlife, Inc.:

Get involved

out s get more s ots at elk unts

at  ommission meetings online

nglers an bag unlimited
pike at Eagle Nest Lake

Northern pike were illegally 
stocked in Eagle Nest Lake three 
or four years ago. They have since 
reproduced and some have grown 
to 30 inches in size. An aggressive 
predator, the pike threaten to 
overtake the lake’s populations of 
trout and kokanee salmon.

Photo: Dan Williams



By Richard McDonald

Oryx 
Gazella

Richard McDonald is a Department of 

Southwest Area. He can be reached in Las 
Cruces at (575) 532-2100.
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regional outlook

Northwest

Ross Morgan

Southwest

Richard McDonald

By Ross Morgan

Ross Morgan is the Department of Game 

the Northwest Area. He can be reached in 
Albuquerque at (505) 222-4707 or ross.
morgan@state.nm.us.

Ingredients:
 1 or 2 pounds of venison
 esty Italian salad dressing
 All-purpose our

Directions:
Cut the deer meat into fajita-size 
or larger strips. Place the desired 
amount of strips into a one-gallon 
iploc bag. 

Pour one container of zesty Italian 
salad dressing into the bag with 
the meat, seal and place in the 
refrigerator 3-5 hours to marinate.

Batter meat in our. Cook six to eight 
ngers at a time in a deep-fat fryer 

until golden brown. Homemade gravy 
works great as topping or dipping 
sauce. 

eer ne er tasted so good

Chicken fried oryx
Ingredients:
 Oryx steaks
 Italian salad dressing
 Flour
 Eggs
 Salt, pepper, garlic salt
 Olive oil

Directions:
Place oryx steaks in a container 
with salad dressing. Refrigerate 12 
hours .

Place our, salt, pepper and garlic 
salt in a small bowl and mix gently. 
Place several eggs into a separate 
bowl, add just a touch of milk and 
stir.

Cover steaks with the our mixture, 
and then dip them into the eggs. 
Repeat this process three times.

Place steaks into a large preheated 
frying pan with olive oil and cook 
as desired. Do not overcook the 
meat.

No matter o  ou ut it, r  meat rules

Oryx have adapted well to the climate of southern New Mexico.
Photo: Don MacCarter



By Mark Madsen

Mark Madsen is the Department of Game 

the Southeast Area. He can be reached in 
Roswell at (575) 624-6135.
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Northeast

Clint Henson

Southeast

Mark Madsen

By Clint Henson

Clint Henson is the Department of Game 

the Northeast Area. He can be reached in 
Raton at (575) 445-2311 or clint.henson@
state.nm.us.

Pronghorn
stroganoff

Ingredients:
 1 lb. pronghorn steak
 2 cans onion soup
 12 oz. sour cream
 1 can mushrooms
 Butter

Directions:
Cut meat into thin strips, wrap in foil 
and bake one hour at 350 degrees. 
Mix soup and sour cream in casserole 
dish, add meat and bake another 30 
minutes. Saute mushrooms in butter 
and add to mixture before serving 
over wild rice.

Barbary sheep
 red chile enchiladas

 Ingredients:
 1 to 1.5 lbs ground Barbary sheep 

meat
 2 tbs ground red chile 
 All-purpose our
 Garlic powder
 Onion powder
 Salt, pepper
 2 cups grated cheddar cheese
 Corn tortillas

Directions:
Brown the meat in a little vegetable or 
olive oil in a large skillet. Season with 
garlic power, onion powder, salt and 
pepper to taste.  Add ground red chile 
and a little our to a mason jar  add 
water and mix thoroughly. Add chile 
mixture to meat. Add enough water to 
produce an adequate mount of sauce. Turn heat down to simmer.

Soften corn tortillas in chile sauce or lightly fry in oil. Layer on plate with 
tortilla, red chile and meat sauce, and grated cheese. Repeat. Top with 
lettuce, tomato and diced avocado.

Serve with homemade Spanish rice and beans. Enjoy  

arbar  s eep toug  to unt, not too toug  to eat

i e kids a taste o  ild game



Story and photos
by Marti Niman

Global connections

Puzzles and posters
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Conservation
classrooms
Students learn
energy’s impacts
on resources

Students at Aspen Community Magnet School in Santa Fe joined Miranda Miller of the State Land 

Students at 
Annunciation
School in 
Albuquerque
present a solar 
energy poster to 
their classmates 
as part of the 

energy education 
classroom
program.
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A hands-on laboratory
Rolling River trailer

slo.state.nm.us. 

A peregrine falcon gave students at Aspen Community Magnet School a good look at its wings 
during an after-school presentation by The Wildlife Center.

graders at Annunciation Elementary School with their homework assignments.



By Octavio Cruz-Carretero
and Kirsten Cruz-McDonnell

Athene cunicularia

New Mexico status

Conservation concerns

Burrowing Owl Working Group

You can help

Octavio Cruz-Carretero and Kirsten Cruz-McDonnell 
are biologists working for Envirological Services, 
Inc. (www.enviroinc.org). They can be reached at 
kmcdonnell@enviroinc.org.
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e er sig tings orr  o l at ers
Shrinking habitat
may contribute
to population drop

Photo: Marty Frentzel

Photo: Dan Williams

Photo: Dan Williams

A pair of young burrowing owls cautiously peer from an abandoned prairie dog burrow southeast of Santa Fe while their mother keeps watch.

Photo: Don MacCarter

Burrowing owls typically nest in existing holes 
created by other animals. Sometimes they use 
manmade burrows, such as the owl at left that 
made its home in a roadside storm drain.
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Going paperless

Say goodbye to paper application forms. Beginning 
next year, applications for all licenses will be made 
through the Department’s online application system at 
www.wildlife.state.nm.us.

Hunters who have applied for licenses the past three 
seasons already are familiar with the system, as they 
have been required to obtain a Customer ID Number 
online before applying. Going paperless will simply 
extend that process. Since the Department rst began 
offering online applications in 2005, the number of online 
applicants has increased from 54 percent to 82 percent. 

Having all applications online will eliminate time-
consuming sorting and counting, further increasing 
accuracy and speeding up the process considerably. 
Hunters will know their draw results one month after 
the deadline, instead of having to wait three months 
under the old system. Unsuccessful applicants also 
will receive their refunds much sooner.

License and application fees will be charged at the 
time of application. Applicants can pay by credit card 
or electronic check, a new convenience beginning 
next year. Once an application is complete, it can not 
be changed, only deleted. Applicants can reapply, and 
will receive a refund for the deleted application after 
the draw.

First, get your Game-hunting License

New legislation requires everyone who hunts or 
applies for a license in New Mexico to purchase 
a Game-hunting License or a combination Game-
hunting and Fishing License. The licenses are good 
for hunting upland game and waterfowl, and will 
serve as the foundation that allows hunters to apply 
for public-land deer, elk and other special drawing 
licenses. They also will be required before purchasing 
any over-the-counter big-game or turkey license.

Hunters who are unsuccessful in the drawings are 
encouraged to keep the Game-hunting or Game-
hunting and Fishing License and use them throughout 
the license year, April 1-March 31. If requested, 
refunds will be available for hunters who purchase a 
Game Hunting License. Game Hunting and Fishing 
licenses will not be refundable.

Game-hunting ($15 for residents, $65 for 
nonresidents) and Game-hunting and Fishing licenses 
($30, residents only) will be available online or over 
the counter from license vendors statewide. Senior 
and junior hunters, handicapped and some military 
may be eligible for discounted licenses. 

Help available

Hunters who need help applying for 2012-13 
licenses online can get it from a real person over the 
telephone or at one of several locations with public 
computers staffed by Department of Game and Fish 
representatives.

Paper application forms no longer will be accepted 
beginning next season, requiring all hunters to apply 
online by using a Customer Identi cation Number at 
www.wildlife.state.nm.us.

Assistance will be available from noon to 8 p.m. MST 
Feb. 2, 2012, through March 20, 2012, by calling 
toll-free, (888) 248-6866. The Department also plans 
to arrange for computer access in public locations 
statewide for hunters who need access to computers.

Look for more information and updates on the 
Department website, www.wildlife.state.nm.us.

GOING PAPERLESS
New rules, license fees and application methods will require New 
Mexico hunters to do some homework before planning their hunts 
for the 2012-13 seasons. Dramatic changes adopted by the State 
Legislature or approved by the State Game Commission will affect 
the application process, season dates and how many licenses are 
reserved for state residents.

The changes were designed to streamline the application and 
licensing process, provide more hunting opportunities for state 
residents, and to make drawing results and refunds available much 
sooner.
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Damage and disease

Deadly diet

Bad weeds, bad water

. . . continued from Page 1

ogs gone ild

Photo courtesy USDA

Feral hogs compete with wildlife and livestock for food and water, and can transmit diseases such 
as pseudorabies and trichinosis.

Ron Jones, 
wildlife specialist 
for the Wildlife 
Services
Division of the 
United States 
Department of 
Agriculture’s
Animal, Plant, 
Health Inspection 
Service, tracks a 
collared “Judas 
pig” that will lead 
him to a group of 
feral hogs.

Photo: Karl Moffatt

. . . continued on Page 11



The war is on

Karl Moffatt is a longtime New Mexico journalist and 
avid outdoorsman who publishes regularly at www.
outdoorsnewmexico.com.

11new mexico wildlife

By Karl Moffatt

. . . continued from Page 10

Feral hogs can 
do a tremendous 
amount of 
damage to 
agricultural

roadsides while 
they are rooting 
for food. The 
rooting also can 
spread invasive 
weeds.

Photo courtesy USDA

eral og unters
an pursue game
it  e  restri tions

A escaped domestic pig can revert to the wild appearance and behavior of its ancestors in a 
matter of months, according to some studies. 

Photo: Texas Parks & Wildlife Department



By Colleen Welch

Dive . . . burp . . . dive

To eat or not to eat?

 
 

 
 
 

Colleen Welch is co-coordinator for conservation 
education and Project WILD for the Department of 
Game and Fish. She can be reached at (505) 476-
8119 or colleen.welch@state.nm.us.
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Fish bite in winter, too
Cold weather
doesn’t stop
sh or anglers

Seven-year-old
Adam Vigil of Taos 
patiently waited 
for a bite at ice-
covered Eagle Nest 
Lake in January 
2008.The lake is 

when the ice 
thickness reaches 
nine inches.

Photo: Karl Moffatt

Photo: James Dominguez
Kokanee salmon change colors and form  large schools along the shorelines of Heron, Navajo, 
Eagle Nest and El Vado lakes for winter spawning.


