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STATE GAME COMMISSION MEETING AND RULE MAKING NOTICE 


 


The New Mexico State Game Commission (“Commission”) will be hosting a meeting and rule 


hearing on Friday June 13, 2025 beginning at 9:00 a.m. in Red River, NM  Please check the 


Department’s website for the exact location at https://wildlife.dgf.nm.gov/event/nm-state-game-


commission-meeting-red-river/.   The purpose of this meeting is to hear and consider action as 


appropriate on the proposed changes to the Migratory Game Bird Rule. 


 


Synopsis: 


 


Migratory Game Bird Rule  


The proposal is to amend the Migratory Game Bird Rule 19.31.6 NMAC which will become 


effective September 1, 2025.  The most recent version of the rule expired on March 31, 2025.   


• Changes to regular waterfowl season dates based on public comment and calendar dates 


• Based on population survey data, possible adjustment to sandhill crane permits in 


draw hunts 


• Bag limit for northern pintail to increase from 1 to 3 per USFWS regulatory 


framework 


A full text of changes for all rules will be available on the Department’s website at: 


https://wildlife.dgf.nm.gov/.  Interested persons may submit comments on the proposed changes 


for the Migratory Game Bird Rule to DGF-waterfowl@state.nm.us.  Individuals may also submit 


written comments to the physical address below.  Comments are due by 5:00 p.m. on June 11. 


2025. The final proposed rules will be voted on by the Commission during a public meeting on 


June 13, 2025.  Interested persons may also provide data, views or arguments, orally or in 


writing, at the public rule hearings to be held on June 13, 2025. 


 


Full copies of text of the proposed new rules, technical information related to proposed rule 


changes, and the agenda can be obtained from the Office of the Director, New Mexico 


Department of Game and Fish, 1 Wildlife Way, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87507, or from the 


Department’s website at https://wildlife.dgf.nm.gov/commission/proposals-under-
consideration/. This agenda is subject to change up to 72 hours prior to the meeting.  Please 


contact the Director’s Office at (505) 476-8000, or the Department’s website at 


https://wildlife.dgf.nm.gov/ for updated information. 


 


If you are an individual with a disability who is in need of a reader, amplifier, qualified sign 


language interpreter, or any other form of auxiliary aid or service to attend or participate in the 


hearing or meeting, please contact the Department at (505) 476-8000 at least one week prior to 


the meeting or as soon as possible. Public documents, including the agenda and minutes, can be 


provided in various accessible formats. Please contact the Department at 505-476-8000 if a 


summary or other type of accessible format is needed. 
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Legal authority for this rulemaking can be found in the General Powers and Duties of the State 


Game Commission 17-1-14, et seq. NMSA 1978; Commission’s Power to establish rules and 


regulations 17-1-26, et seq. NMSA 1978. 
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TITLE 19 NATURAL RESOURCES AND WILDLIFE 
CHAPTER 31 HUNTING AND FISHING 
PART 6  MIGRATORY GAME BIRD 
 
19.31.6.1 ISSUING AGENCY:  New Mexico department of game and fish. 
[19.31.6.1 NMAC - Rp, 19.31.6.1 NMAC, 9/1/2025] 
 
19.31.6.2 SCOPE:  Sportspersons interested in migratory game bird management and hunting.  Additional 
requirements may be found in Chapter 17 NMSA 1978 and Title 19 NMAC. 
[19.31.6.2 NMAC - Rp, 19.31.6.2 NMAC, 9/1/2025] 
 
19.31.6.3 STATUTORY AUTHORITY:  Section 17-1-14 and 17-1-26 NMSA 1978 provide that the New 
Mexico state game commission has the authority to establish rules and regulations that it may deem necessary to 
carry out the purpose of Chapter 17 NMSA 1978 and all other acts pertaining to protected mammals, birds and fish. 
[19.31.6.3 NMAC - Rp, 19.31.6.3 NMAC, 9/1/2024] 
 
19.31.6.4 DURATION:  September 1, 20242025 - March 31, 20252026. 
[19.31.6.4 NMAC - Rp, 19.31.6.4 NMAC, 9/1/2025] 
 
19.31.6.5 EFFECTIVE DATE:  September 1, 2024, unless a later date is cited at the end of a section. 
[19.31.6.5 NMAC - Rp, 19.31.6.5 NMAC, 9/1/2025] 
 
19.31.6.6 OBJECTIVE:  Establishing open hunting seasons, regulations, rules and procedures governing 
the issuance of migratory game bird licenses and permits by the department. 
[19.31.6.6 NMAC - Rp, 19.31.6.6 NMAC, 9/1/2025] 
 
19.31.6.7 DEFINITIONS:   
 A. "Bernardo pond unit" shall mean that portion of Bernardo wildlife management area extending 
approximately 3,500 feet south of U.S. 60 and 2,200 feet west of the Unit 7 drain. 
 B. "Bernardo youth unit" shall mean that portion of Bernardo wildlife management area 
immediately south of the Quagmire, west of the San Francisco ditch, and east of the unit 7 drain. 
 C. "Central flyway" shall mean that portion of New Mexico east of the continental divide. 
 D. "Dark goose" shall mean Canada goose or white-fronted goose. 
 E. "Department" shall mean the New Mexico department of game and fish. 
 F. "Director" shall mean the director of the New Mexico department of game and fish. 
 G. "Dove north zone" or “north zone” shall mean that portion of New Mexico north of Interstate 
40 from the Arizona-New Mexico border to Tucumcari and U.S. 54 at its junction with Interstate 40 at Tucumcari to 
the New Mexico-Texas border. 
 H. "Dove south zone" or “south zone” shall mean that portion of New Mexico south of Interstate 
40 from the Arizona-New Mexico border to Tucumcari and U.S. 54 at its junction with Interstate 40 at Tucumcari to 
the New Mexico-Texas border. 
 I. "Eastern New Mexico sandhill crane hunt area" or “eastern” shall mean the following 
counties: Chaves, Curry, De Baca, Eddy, Lea, Quay and Roosevelt. 
 J. "Estancia valley sandhill crane hunt area" or “EV” shall mean that area beginning at 
Mountainair bounded on the west by N.M. 55 north to N.M. 337, north to N.M. 14, and north to Interstate 25; on the 
north by Interstate 25 east to U.S. 285; on the east by U.S. 285 south to U.S. 60; and on the south by U.S. 60 from 
U.S. 285 west to N.M. 55 in Mountainair. 
 K. "Falconry" shall mean hunting migratory game birds using raptors. 
 L. “Federal youth waterfowl hunting days” shall mean the special seasons where only those 17 
years of age and younger may hunt ducks, coots and gallinules in the Pacific flyway or ducks and coots in the 
central flyway.  A supervising adult at least 18 years of age must accompany the youth hunter. The adult may not 
hunt ducks, coots or gallinules, but may participate in other seasons that are open on the special youth days. 
 M. "Light geese" shall mean snow geese, blue phase snow geese and Ross’s geese. 
 N. "Light goose conservation order" shall mean those methods, bag and possession limits and 
dates approved by the U.S. fish and wildlife service towards reducing over-abundant light goose populations. 
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 O. "Middle Rio Grande valley (MRGV) dark goose hunt area" shall mean Sierra, Socorro and 
Valencia counties. 
 P. "Middle Rio Grande valley (MRGV) sandhill crane hunt area" shall mean Valencia and 
Socorro counties. 
 Q. "Migratory game bird" shall mean band-tailed pigeon, mourning dove, white-winged dove, 
sandhill crane, American coot, gallinule, snipe, ducks, geese, sora and Virginia rail. 
 R. "North zone" shall mean that portion of the Pacific flyway north of Interstate 40, and that portion 
of the central flyway north of Interstate 40 from the continental divide to Tucumcari and U.S. 54 at its junction with 
Interstate 40 at Tucumcari to the New Mexico-Texas border. 
 S. "Pacific flyway" shall mean that portion of New Mexico west of the continental divide. 
 T. "Possession limit" shall mean the number of birds in a person’s possession regardless of the 
location stored. 
 U. “Quagmire” shall mean that portion of Bernardo wildlife management area south of U.S. 60, west 
of the San Francisco ditch, and east of the unit 7 drain, excluding the Bernardo youth unit at the southern tip.  
 V. "South zone" shall mean that portion of the Pacific flyway south of Interstate 40, and that portion 
of the central flyway south of Interstate 40 from the continental divide to Tucumcari and U.S. 54 at its junction with 
Interstate 40 at Tucumcari to the New Mexico-Texas border. 
 W. "Southwest band-tailed pigeon hunting area" or “southwest BPHA” shall mean that portion 
of New Mexico both south of U.S. 60 and west of Interstate 25. 
 X. "Southwest New Mexico sandhill crane hunt area" or “SW”  shall mean that area bounded on 
the south by the New Mexico-Mexico border; on the west by the New Mexico-Arizona border north to Interstate 10; 
on the north by Interstate 10 east to U.S. 180, north to N.M. 26, east to N.M. 27, north to N.M. 152, and east to 
Interstate 25; on the east by Interstate 25 south to Interstate 10, west to the Luna county line, and south to the New 
Mexico-Mexico border. 


Y. “Unit D” shall mean only the ephemeral pond or wetland portion of Bernardo WMA contained 
within the area extending approximately 1,700 feet north of U.S. 60, east of the railroad tracks, and west of the unit 
7 drain. 
 Z. "Wildlife management areas” or “WMAs” shall mean those areas as described in 19.34.5 
NMAC Wildlife Management Areas. 
[19.31.6.7 NMAC - Rp, 19.31.6.7 NMAC, 9/1/2025] 
 
19.31.6.8 ADJUSTMENT OF SANDHILL CRANE PERMITS:  The director, with verbal concurrence 
of the chairperson or their designee, may adjust the number of permits to address significant changes in harvest 
levels.  This adjustment may be applied to any or all of the entry hunt codes. 
[19.31.6.8 NMAC - Rp, 19.31.6.8 NMAC, 9/1/2025] 
 
19.31.6.9 LICENSE AND APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS:  A. License:  A Harvest Information 
Program (HIP) number shall be required.  Waterfowl hunters 16 years of age and older are required to have in their 
possession a federal migratory bird hunting and conservation stamp (duck stamp).  It shall be unlawful to take or 
attempt to take migratory birds without a HIP number, or duck stamp if required. 
   (1) A. Any person taking or attempting to take sandhill cranes in the eastern hunt area must 
have a valid license and a free sandhill crane hunting permit obtained from department offices or website. 
   (2) B. For EV sandhill crane, MRGV sandhill crane, MRGV youth-only sandhill crane and SW 
sandhill crane:  in addition to a valid license, a special permit obtained by drawing shall be required. 
   (3) C. For the light goose conservation order:  in addition to a valid license, a free light goose 
conservation order permit obtained from department offices or website shall be required. 
   (4) D. For band-tailed pigeon hunting:  in addition to a valid license, a free band-tailed pigeon 
permit obtained from department offices or website shall be required. 
 B. Valid dates of license or permit:  E. All permits and licenses shall be valid only for the dates, 
legal sporting arms, bag limit and area printed on the permit or license. 
[19.31.6.9 NMAC - Rp, 19.31.6.9 NMAC, 9/1/2025] 
 
19.31.6.10 MANNER AND METHODS FOR MIGRATORY GAME BIRDS: 
 A. Hours:  Migratory game birds may be hunted or taken only during the period from one-half hour 
before sunrise to sunset, unless otherwise stated in rule. 
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  (1) Migratory bird hunting hours on the Bottomless lakes overflow, and Bernardo, Casa 
Colorada, Jackson lake, La Joya and W.S. Huey WMAs shall be from one-half hour before sunrise to 1:00 p.m. 
unless otherwise stated in rule.  
  (2) September teal hunting hours on Bernardo and La Joya WMAs are from one-half hour 
before sunrise to sunset. 
  (3) Light goose conservation order hunting hours, including Bernardo pond unit and Unit D, 
shall be from one-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour after sunset.  Exceptions: Bottomless lakes overflow, 
Bernardo Quagmire, and Casa Colorada, Jackson lake, La Joya and W.S. Huey WMAs hunting hours shall be from 
one-half hour before sunrise to 1:00 p.m. 
 B. Lands and waters owned, administered, controlled or managed by the state game 
commission: 
  (1) State wildlife management areas open, species that can be hunted and days open for 
hunting: 
   (a) Bernardo WMA: 
    (i) That portion of the Bernardo WMA south of U.S. 60 is open to teal 
hunting each day of the September teal season and the federal youth waterfowl hunting days.  That portion of the 
Bernardo WMA north of U.S. 60 is closed unless otherwise stated in rule. 
    (ii) The Quagmire shall be open only on Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday to 
hunt ducks, geese, Virginia rail, sora, gallinule, American coot and snipe during established seasons, unless 
otherwise specifically allowed by rule. 
    (iii) The Bernardo pond unit shall be open for general waterfowl hunting 
and during the light goose conservation order on Monday, Wednesday and Saturday to hunt ducks, geese, Virginia 
rail, sora, gallinule, American coot and snipe during established seasons, unless otherwise specifically allowed by 
rule. 
    (iv) The Bernardo youth unit shall be open for youth waterfowl hunting on 
Monday, Wednesday and Saturday to hunt ducks, geese, Virginia rail, sora, gallinule, American coot and snipe 
during established seasons, unless otherwise specifically allowed by rule 
    (v) Unit D shall be open for general waterfowl hunting and during the light 
goose conservation order on Monday, Wednesday and Saturday to hunt ducks, geese, Virginia rail, sora, gallinule, 
American coot and snipe during established seasons, unless otherwise specifically allowed by rule.   
   (b) The Edward Sargent, W. A. Humphries, Rio Chama, Urraca, Colin Neblett, 
Water canyon, Marquez/LBar and Elliot S. Barker WMAs shall be open for hunting dove and band-tailed pigeon 
during established seasons. 
   (c) The portion of Jackson lake WMA west of N.M. 170 shall be open on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Saturdays to hunt ducks, geese, Virginia rail, sora, gallinule, American coot and snipe.  The portion 
of Jackson lake WMA east of N.M. 170 shall be open to falconry-only migratory game bird hunting during 
established seasons. 
   (d) The lesser prairie-chicken management areas, Double E and River Ranch 
WMAs shall be open to hunt dove during established seasons. 
   (e) La Joya WMA: 
    (i) the entire La Joya WMA shall be open to teal hunting each day of the 
September teal season and each day of the federal youth waterfowl hunting days; 
    (ii) that portion of La Joya WMA north of the main east/west entrance road 
and west of the railroad tracks shall be open on Saturdays, Mondays and Wednesdays to hunt ducks, geese, Virginia 
rail, sora, gallinule, American coot and snipe during established seasons, unless otherwise specifically allowed by 
rule; 
    (iii) that portion of La Joya WMA south of the main east/west entrance road 
and west of the railroad tracks shall be open on Sunday, Tuesday and Thursday to hunt ducks, geese, Virginia rail, 
sora, gallinule, American coot and snipe during established seasons, unless otherwise specifically allowed by rule; 
    (iv) that portion of La Joya WMA east of the railroad tracks shall be open 
to hunt dove, ducks, geese, Virginia rail, sora, gallinule, American coot and snipe during established seasons. 
   (f) The Charette lake, McAllister lake, Wagon Mound, Tucumcari, Socorro-
Escondida, Hammond tract and Retherford tract WMAs shall be open for all migratory game bird hunting during 
established seasons. 
   (g) The W.S. Huey WMA shall be open for dove hunting on Monday, Wednesday 
and Saturday during established seasons. 
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  (2) All WMAs shall be open to falconry waterfowl hunting each day of the established 
falconry season, unless otherwise restricted by rule. 
[19.31.6.10 NMAC - Rp, 19.31.6.10 NMAC, 9/1/2025] 
 
19.31.6.11 SPECIES, OPEN AREAS, SEASON DATES AND DAILY BAG LIMITS:  20242025-
20252026 season, all dates are 20242025 unless otherwise specified.  Possession limits are three times the daily bag 
limit unless otherwise specified. 
species open areas season dates daily bag limit 


mourning and white-winged 
dove 


north zone Sept. 1 - Nov. 29 
15 (singly or in aggregate) south zone Sept. 1 - Oct. 28 and Dec. 1 - 


Jan. 1, 2025 


band-tailed pigeon 
southwest BPHA Oct. 1 - 14 


2 statewide except 
southwest BPHA Sept. 1 - 14 


regular season sandhill crane 
(free permit required) 


eastern Oct. 26 - Jan. 23, 2025 3 (6 in possession) 


CENTRAL FLYWAY:  possession limits are three times the daily bag limit unless otherwise specified. 
species season dates daily bag limit 
September teal:  blue-winged teal, 
green-winged teal and cinnamon teal 


Sept. 14 - 22 6 (singly or in the aggregate) 


ducks 


north zone:  Oct. 12 - Jan. 15, 
2025 


6 (singly or in the aggregate) that 
consists of no more than 5 mallard of 
which only 2 may be female mallard, 
(Mexican ducks are included towards 
the mallard bag limit), 3 wood duck, 1 
scaup, 2 redhead, 2 hooded merganser, 1 
pintail and 2 canvasback 


south zone:  Oct. 28 - Jan. 31, 
2025 


youth waterfowl days 


north zone:  Oct. 5 - 6 Ducks: 6 (singly or in the aggregate) that 
consists of no more than 5 mallard of 
which only 2 may be female mallard, 
(Mexican ducks are included towards the 
mallard bag limit), 3 wood duck, 1 
scaup, 2 redhead, 2 hooded merganser, 1 
pintail and 2 canvasback 
Coots: 15  


south zone:  Oct. 26 – Oct. 27 


American coot 


north zone:  Oct. 12 - Jan. 15, 
2025 15 south zone:  Oct. 28 - Jan. 31, 
2025 


gallinule Sept. 14 - Nov. 22 1 
snipe Oct. 12 - Jan. 26, 2025 8 
Virginia rail & sora Sept. 14 - Nov. 22 10 (singly or in the aggregate; 20 in 


possession)   


dark goose: regular season closed in 
Sierra, Socorro and Valencia 
counties 


Oct. 17 - Jan. 31, 2025 5 


dark goose:  special MRGV season Dec. 19 - Jan. 31, 2025 2 (2 per season) 
light goose Oct. 17 - Jan. 31, 2025 50 (no possession limit) 
light goose conservation order Feb. 1 - Mar. 10, 2025 no bag or possession limit 


PACIFIC FLYWAY:  possession limits are three times the daily bag limit unless otherwise specified. 
Species season dates daily bag limit 
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youth waterfowl days Oct. 12 - 13 Ducks: 7 (singly or in the aggregate) that 
consists of no more than 2 female mallard, 
2 redhead, 1 pintail and 2 canvasback;  
Coots and gallinules: 25 (singly or in the 
aggregate) 


Ducks Oct. 19 - Jan. 31, 2025 
7 (singly or in the aggregate); that consists of 
no more than 2 female mallard, 2 redhead, 1 
pintail and 2 canvasback 


Scaup Oct. 19 - Jan. 12, 2025 2 (as part of the aggregate duck bag) 
American coot and gallinule Oct. 19 - Jan. 31, 2025 25 (singly or in the aggregate) 
Snipe Oct. 17 - Jan. 31, 2025 8 
Virginia rail & sora Sept. 14 - Nov. 22 25 (singly or in the aggregate) 


Goose 


north zone:  Sept. 21 - Oct. 6 and 
Nov. 2 - Jan. 31, 2025 5 Canada geese, 10 white-fronted geese and 


20 light geese south zone:  Oct. 17 - Jan. 31, 
2025 


  
species open areas season dates daily bag limit 


mourning and white-winged 
dove 


north zone Sept. 1 - Nov. 29 
15 (singly or in aggregate) south zone Sept. 1 - Oct. 28 and Dec. 1 - 


Jan. 1, 2026 


band-tailed pigeon 
southwest BPHA Oct. 1 - 14 


2 statewide except 
southwest BPHA Sept. 1 - 14 


regular season sandhill crane 
(free permit required) 


eastern Oct. 25 - Jan. 22, 2026 3 (6 in possession) 


CENTRAL FLYWAY:  possession limits are three times the daily bag limit unless otherwise specified. 
species season dates daily bag limit 
September teal:  blue-winged teal, 
green-winged teal and cinnamon teal 


Sept. 13 - 21 6 (singly or in the aggregate) 


ducks 


north zone:  Oct. 11 - Jan. 14, 
2026 


6 (singly or in the aggregate) that 
consists of no more than 5 mallard of 
which only 2 may be female mallard, 
(Mexican ducks are included towards 
the mallard bag limit), 3 wood duck, 1 
scaup, 2 redhead, 2 hooded merganser, 3 
pintail and 2 canvasback 


south zone:  Oct. 28 - Jan. 31, 
2026 


youth waterfowl days 


north zone:  Oct. 4 - 5 Ducks: 6 (singly or in the aggregate) that 
consists of no more than 5 mallard of 
which only 2 may be female mallard, 
(Mexican ducks are included towards the 
mallard bag limit), 3 wood duck, 1 
scaup, 2 redhead, 2 hooded merganser, 3 
pintail and 2 canvasback 
Coots: 15  


south zone:  Oct. 25 – Oct. 26 


American coot 


north zone:  Oct. 11 - Jan. 14, 
2026 15 south zone:  Oct. 28 - Jan. 31, 
2026 


gallinule Sept. 13 - Nov. 21 1 
snipe Oct. 11 - Jan. 25, 2026 8 
Virginia rail & sora Sept. 13 - Nov. 21 10 (singly or in the aggregate; 20 in 


possession)   
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dark goose: regular season closed in 
Sierra, Socorro and Valencia 
counties 


Oct. 17 - Jan. 31, 2026 5 


dark goose:  special MRGV season Dec. 19 - Jan. 31, 2026 2 (2 per season) 
light goose Oct. 17 - Jan. 31, 2026 50 (no possession limit) 
light goose conservation order Feb. 1 - Mar. 10, 2026 no bag or possession limit 


PACIFIC FLYWAY:  possession limits are three times the daily bag limit unless otherwise specified. 
Species season dates daily bag limit 
youth waterfowl days Oct. 11 - 12 Ducks: 7 (singly or in the aggregate) that 


consists of no more than 2 female mallard, 
2 redhead, 3 pintail and 2 canvasback;  
Coots and gallinules: 25 (singly or in the 
aggregate) 


Ducks Oct. 19 - Jan. 31, 2026 
7 (singly or in the aggregate); that consists of 
no more than 2 female mallard, 2 redhead, 3 
pintail and 2 canvasback 


Scaup Oct. 19 - Jan. 12, 2026 2 (as part of the aggregate duck bag) 
American coot and gallinule Oct. 19 - Jan. 31, 2026 25 (singly or in the aggregate) 
Snipe Oct. 17 - Jan. 31, 2026 8 
Virginia rail & sora Sept. 13 - Nov. 21 25 (singly or in the aggregate) 


Goose 


north zone:  Sept. 27 - Oct. 12 and 
Nov. 2 - Jan. 31, 2026 5 Canada geese, 10 white-fronted geese and 


20 light geese south zone:  Oct. 17 - Jan. 31, 
2026 


 [19.31.6.11 NMAC - Rp, 19.31.6.11 NMAC, 9/1/2025] 
 
19.31.6.12 FALCONRY SEASONS:  20242025-20252026 season, all dates are 20242025 unless otherwise 
specified.  Bag limits are three singly or in the aggregate and nine in possession unless otherwise specified. 


CENTRAL FLYWAY 
species open areas season dates 
mourning and white-winged dove north Sept. 1 - Dec. 4 and Dec. 21 - Jan. 1, 2025 
 south Sept. 1 - Nov. 5 and Nov. 22 - Jan. 1, 2025 


band-tailed pigeon 
southwest BPHA Oct. 1 - 14  
statewide except 
southwest BPHA 


Sept. 1 - 14  


sora and Virginia rail all Sept. 14 - Dec. 28 
snipe all Oct. 12 - Jan. 26, 2025 
gallinule all Sept. 14 - Dec. 28 


ducks and coots north Sept. 14 - 22 and Oct. 12 - Jan 15, 2025 
south Sept. 14 - 22 and Oct. 28 - Jan 31, 2025 


goose (light and dark) all Oct. 17 - Jan. 31, 2025 
goose (dark) MRGV Dec. 19 - Jan. 31, 2025 


sandhill crane regular (eastern) Oct. 12 - Jan. 23, 2025; 3 (6 in possession)  
Estancia valley Nov. 2 - Dec. 31; 3 (6 in possession) 


PACIFIC FLYWAY 
species open areas season dates 


mourning and white-winged dove north Sept. 1 - Dec. 4 and Dec. 21 - Jan. 1, 2025 
south Sept. 1 - Nov. 5 and Nov. 22 - Jan. 1, 2025 


band-tailed pigeon 
southwest BPHA Oct. 1 - 14 
statewide except 
southwest BPHA Sept. 1 - 14  
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ducks all Oct. 19 - Jan. 31, 2025 
scaup all Oct. 19 - Jan. 12, 2025 


goose (all) north Sept. 21 - Oct. 6 and Nov. 2 - Jan. 31, 2025 
south Oct. 17 - Jan. 31, 2025 


snipe all Oct. 17 - Jan. 31, 2025 
coots and gallinule all Oct. 19 - Jan. 31, 2025 
sora and Virginia rail all Sept. 14 - Nov. 22 
  


CENTRAL FLYWAY 
species open areas season dates 
mourning and white-winged dove north Sept. 1 - Dec. 4 and Dec. 21 - Jan. 1, 2026 
 south Sept. 1 - Nov. 5 and Nov. 22 - Jan. 1, 2026 


band-tailed pigeon 
southwest BPHA Oct. 1 - 14  
statewide except 
southwest BPHA 


Sept. 1 - 14  


sora and Virginia rail all Sept. 13 - Dec. 27 
snipe all Oct. 11 - Jan. 25, 2026 
gallinule all Sept. 13 - Dec. 27 


ducks and coots north Sept. 13 - 21 and Oct. 11 - Jan 14, 2026 
south Sept. 13 - 21 and Oct. 28 - Jan 31, 2026 


goose (light and dark) all Oct. 17 - Jan. 31, 2026 
goose (dark) MRGV Dec. 19 - Jan. 31, 2026 


sandhill crane regular (eastern) Oct. 11 - Jan. 22, 2026; 3 (6 in possession)  
Estancia valley Nov. 1 - Dec. 30; 3 (6 in possession) 


PACIFIC FLYWAY 
species open areas season dates 


mourning and white-winged dove north Sept. 1 - Dec. 4 and Dec. 21 - Jan. 1, 2026 
south Sept. 1 - Nov. 5 and Nov. 22 - Jan. 1, 2026 


band-tailed pigeon 
southwest BPHA Oct. 1 - 14 
statewide except 
southwest BPHA Sept. 1 - 14  


ducks all Oct. 19 - Jan. 31, 2026 
scaup all Oct. 19 - Jan. 12, 2026 


goose (all) north Sept. 27 - Oct. 12 and Nov. 2 - Jan. 31, 2026 
south Oct. 17 - Jan. 31, 2026 


snipe all Oct. 17 - Jan. 31, 2026 
coots and gallinule all Oct. 19 - Jan. 31, 2026 
sora and Virginia rail all Sept. 13 - Nov. 21 
 [19.31.6.12 NMAC - Rp, 19.31.6.12 NMAC, 9/1/2025] 
 
19.31.6.13 RESERVED 
[19.31.6.13 NMAC - Rp, 19.31.6.13 NMAC, 9/1/2022; Repealed, 9/1/2024] 
 
19.31.6.14 REQUIREMENTS FOR THE SPECIAL BERNARDO YOUTH WATERFOWL UNIT:  
Blind selection will be available on a first-come, first-serve basis from one-half hour before sunrise to 1:00 p.m. 
Youth hunters must be accompanied by a supervising adult who may not hunt. A maximum of four people, at least 
half of which must be youth hunters, is allowed per blind. 
[19.31.6.14 NMAC - Rp, 19.31.6.14 NMAC, 9/1/2025] 
 
19.31.6.15 SEASON DATES, OPEN AREAS, BAG LIMITS, HUNT CODES AND PERMIT 
NUMBERS FOR THE SPECIAL ESTANCIA VALLEY, MIDDLE RIO GRANDE VALLEY AND 
SOUTHWEST NEW MEXICO SANDHILL CRANE SEASONS: 
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 A. The daily bag limit is 3.  The possession limit is twice the daily bag limit, except for the MRGV 
youth-only hunt where the daily bag and possession limit is 3.  The hunting seasons for 20242025-20252026 are: 
 hunt location hunt dates hunt code permits 


EV Nov. 2 - Nov. 5 
and Nov. 7 - Nov. 10 SCR-0-101  65 


MRGV Nov. 16 - 17 SCR-0-102 85 
MRGV Nov. 30 - Dec. 1 SCR-0-103 85 
MRGV Dec. 14 - 15 SCR-0-104  85 


MRGV Jan. 4 - 5, 2025 SCR-0-105 85 


MRGV Jan. 11 - 12, 2025 SCR-0-106 85 


MRGV, youth-only Nov. 23 SCR-0-107 24 


SW Nov. 2 - Nov. 10 SCR-0-108 75 


SW Jan. 4 - 5, 2025 SCR-0-109 75 


 
 hunt location hunt dates hunt code permits 


EV Nov. 1 - Nov. 4 
and Nov. 6 - Nov. 9 SCR-0-101  65 


MRGV Nov. 15 - 16 SCR-0-102 87 
MRGV Nov. 29 - Nov. 30 SCR-0-103 87 
MRGV Dec. 13 - 14 SCR-0-104  87 


MRGV Jan. 3 - 4, 2026 SCR-0-105 87 


MRGV Jan. 10 - 11, 2026 SCR-0-106 87 


MRGV, youth-only Nov. 22 SCR-0-107 24 


SW Nov. 1 - Nov. 9 SCR-0-108 75 


SW Jan. 3 - 4, 2026 SCR-0-109 77 


B. Hunters who participate in the MRGV season shall be required to check-out at designated check 
stations when they harvest any sandhill cranes. 
 C. The department may cancel one or more EV, MRGV or SW sandhill crane hunts if harvest is 
expected to exceed our federal allocation of greater sandhill cranes. 
[19.31.6.15 NMAC - Rp, 19.31.6.15 NMAC, 9/1/2025] 
 
HISTORY OF 19.31.6 NMAC: 
Pre-NMAC Filing History:  The material in this part was derived from that previously filed with the State Records 
Center & Archives under:  Regulation No. 486, Establishing 1967 Seasons On Quail, Pheasants, Prairie Chickens, 
and Lesser Sandhill (Little Brown) Crane And Additional Seasons On Migratory Waterfowl, filed  9/22/67; 
Regulation No. 494, Establishing 1968 Seasons On Migratory Waterfowl, Common Snipe, Lesser Sandhill Crane, 
Scaled, Gambel’s, And Bobwhite Quail, Pheasants, And Prairie Chickens, filed  10/2/68; Regulation No. 508, 
Establishing 1969 Seasons On Migratory Waterfowl, Lesser Sandhill Crane, Scaled, Gambel’s And Bobwhite Quail, 
Pheasants, And Prairie Chickens, filed 9/19/69; Regulation No. 527, Establishing 1971 Seasons On Migratory 
Waterfowl And Lesser Sandhill Cranes, filed  9/10/71; Regulation No. 540, Establishing 1972 Seasons On 
Migratory Waterfowl, Lesser Sandhill Crane, And Wilson’s Swipe, filed 9/26/72; Regulation No. 551, Establishing 
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1973 Seasons On Migratory Waterfowl And Lesser Sandhill Crane, filed 8/20/73; Regulation No. 560, Establishing 
1974 Seasons On Migratory Waterfowl, Lesser Sandhill Crane, Quail, Pheasants,  And Prairie Chickens, filed 
8/21/74; Regulation No. 570, Establishing 1975 Seasons On  Migratory Waterfowl, Lesser Sandhill Crane, Common 
Snipe, Quail, Pheasants, And Prairie Chickens, filed 9/5/75; Regulation No. 578, Establishing 1976 Seasons On 
Migratory Waterfowl, Lesser Sandhill Crane, Common Snipe, Quail, Pheasants, And Prairie Chickens, filed 
8/31/1976; Regulation No. 588, Establishing 1977 Seasons On Migratory Waterfowl, Lesser Sandhill Crane, 
Common Snipe, Quail, Pheasants, And Prairie Chickens, filed 9/6/1977; Regulation No. 594, Establishing 1978 
Seasons On Migratory Waterfowl, Lesser Sandhill Crane, Quail, Pheasants, And Prairie Chickens, filed 9/11/1978; 
Regulation No. 601, Establishing 1979 Seasons on Migratory Waterfowl, Lesser Sandhill Crane, Quail, Pheasants, 
And Prairie Chickens, filed 8/30/1979; Regulation No. 606, Establishing 1980 Seasons On Migratory Waterfowl, 
Lesser Sandhill Crane, Quail, Pheasants, And Prairie Chickens, filed 9/3/80; Regulation No. 611, Establishing 1981 
Seasons On Migratory Waterfowl, Lesser Sandhill Crane, Quail, Pheasants, And Prairie Chickens,  filed 9/4/1981; 
Regulation No. 616, Establishing 1982 Seasons On Migratory Waterfowl, Quail, Pheasants, And Prairie Chickens, 
filed 9/3/1982; Regulation No. 626, Establishing 1983  Seasons On Migratory Waterfowl, Quail, Pheasants, And 
Prairie Chickens, filed 9/7/1983; Regulation No. 631, Establishing 1984 Seasons On Migratory Waterfowl, filed 
8/31/1984; Regulation No. 638, Establishing 1985 Seasons On Migratory Waterfowl, filed 9/11/1985; Regulation 
No. 643, Establishing 1986-1987 Seasons On Migratory Birds, filed 8/24/1987; Regulation No. 660, Establishing 
1988-1989 Seasons On Migratory Birds, filed 6/28/1988; Regulation No. 669, Establishing 1989-1990 Seasons On 
Ducks, Geese, Virginia Rail, Sora, Common Moorhen, American Coot, Sandhill Crane, Band-tailed Pigeon, Dove, 
And Setting Falconry Seasons, filed 10/5/1989; Regulation No. 680, Establishing 1990-1991 Seasons On Ducks, 
Geese, Virginia Rail, Sora, Common Moorhen, American Coot, Common Snipe And Setting Falconry Seasons, filed 
9/28/1990; Regulation No. 687, Establishing 1991-1992 Seasons On Ducks, Geese, Virginia Rail, Sora, Common 
Moorhen, American Coot, Common Snipe And Setting Falconry Seasons, filed 8/6/1991; Regulation No. 698, 
Establishing 1991-92 Seasons On Ducks, Geese, Virginia Rail, Sora, Common Moorhen, American Coot, Common 
Snipe And Setting Falconry Seasons, filed 8/6/1991; Regulation No. 698, Establishing 1992-1993 Seasons On 
Ducks, Geese, Virginia Rail, Sora, Common Moorhen, American Coot,  Common Snipe And Setting Falconry 
seasons, filed 9/15/1992; Regulation No. 704, Establishing 1993-1994 Seasons On Ducks, Geese, Virginia Rail, 
Sora, Common Moorhen, American Coot, Common Snipe  And Setting Falconry Seasons, filed 3/11/1993; 
Regulation No. 707,Establishing The 1994-1995, 1995-1996, 1996-1997 Seasons On  Ducks, Geese, Virginia Rail, 
Sora, Common  Moorhen, American Coot, Common Snipe, And Setting Falconry Seasons, filed 7/28/1994; 
Regulation No. 708, Establishing The 1994-1995, 1995-1996, And 1996-1997 Seasons On Ducks, Geese, Virginia 
Rail, Sora, Common Moorhen, American Coot, Common Snipe, And Setting Falconry Seasons, filed 9/7/1994. 
 
NMAC History: 
19 NMAC 31.6, Waterfowl, filed 8/31/1995 
19.31.6 NMAC, Waterfowl, filed 8/15/2000 
19.31.6 NMAC, Waterfowl, filed 8/26/2002 
19.31.6 NMAC, Waterfowl, filed 8/12/2003 
19.31.6 NMAC, Waterfowl, filed 8/2/2004 
19.31.6 NMAC, Waterfowl, filed 8/8/2005 
19.31.6 NMAC, Waterfowl, filed 8/1/2006 
19.31.6 NMAC, Waterfowl, filed 8/16/2007 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 8/13/2008 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 8/17/2009 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 8/2/2010 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 8/1/2011 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 8/14/2012 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 8/29/2013 
 
History of Repealed Material: 
19.31.6 NMAC, Waterfowl, filed 8/15/2000 - duration expired 3/31/2002 
19.31.6 NMAC, Waterfowl, filed 8/26/2002 - duration expired 3/31/2003 
19.31.6 NMAC, Waterfowl, filed 8/12/2003 - duration expired 3/31/2004 
19.31.6 NMAC, Waterfowl, filed 8/2/2004 - duration expired 3/31/2005 
19.31.6 NMAC, Waterfowl, filed 8/8/2005 - duration expired 3/31/2006 
19.31.6 NMAC, Waterfowl, filed 8/1/2006 - duration expired 3/31/2007 
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19.31.6 NMAC, Waterfowl, filed 8/16/2007 - duration expired 3/31/2008 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 8/13/2008 - duration expired 3/31/2009 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 8/17/2009 - duration expired 3/31/2010 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 8/2/2010 - duration expired 3/31/2011 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 8/1/2011 - duration expired 3/31/2012 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 8/14/2012 - duration expired 3/31/2013 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 8/29/2013 - duration expired 3/31/2014 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 8/31/2014 - duration expired 3/31/2015 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 9/1/2015 - duration expired 3/31/2016 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 6/30/2016 - duration expired 3/31/2017 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 7/27/2017 - duration expired 3/31/2018 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 7/2/2018 - duration expired 3/31/2019 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 8/28/2019 - duration expired 3/31/2020 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 8/13/20 - duration expired 3/31/2021 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 8/12/21 - duration expired 3/31/2022 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 7/27/22 - duration expired 3/31/2023 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 8/3/23 - duration expired 3/31/2024 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 8/15/24 - duration expired 3/31/2025 
 





		HISTORY OF 19.31.6 NMAC:

		19.31.6 NMAC, Waterfowl, filed 8/1/2006 - duration expired 3/31/2007






CPR - ALD 12/1/2021 


Instructions for completing the 
NMAC TRANSMITTAL FORM 
Your agency must complete the following: 


Volume, Issue and Publication Date. Example: Volume: XXXII , Issue: 10, Publication date: May 25, 2021. 


Provide the total number of pages of the paper version of the new rule, amendment, repeal, or emergency document. 
Note: Do not include the pages of the transmittal form, billing sheet, PO, etc. 


Sequence number is for ALD use only. 


Issuing agency’s name and mailing address. 


Agency’s 3-digit DFA code. Example: 123 


Contact person’s Name, Phone number, E-mail address. 


Check type of rule action: New (brand new rule or replacement rule), Amendment, Repeal (repeal and do not replace 
or repeal and replace), Emergency, or Renumber. For a repeal and replacement rule, the agency must 
provide TWO signed transmittal forms; one for the repeal statement and another for the new 
(replacement) rule. 


Most Recent Filing Date of the Part for ALD use only. 
Identify NMAC Title, Chapter and Part numbers and Title, Chapter and Part names. 
Example: 
Title 19 
Chapter 30 
Part 14 


Natural Resources and Wildlife 
Wildlife Administration Aquatic 
Invasive Species 


Description of Amendment: (if amending) Example: “Amending three sections”. 


Amendment’s NMAC citation: (if amending) Example: “Sections 9, 10 and 18 of 7.1.13 NMAC”. 


Are any materials incorporated by reference? Check: Yes or No. If Yes, please list attachments or provide Internet site. 


If incorporated, has copyright permission been granted? Check Yes or No or check if document is in the public domain. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Concise Explanatory Statement for rulemaking adoption  See 1.24.25.14 NMAC: 


Provide your agency’s specific statutory or other authority authorizing rulemaking: Check with your agency's general 
counsel office to determine the correct citation(s) authorizing your agency to make rules. 


Provide your Notice date(s) (when notice of rulemaking was published in Register): Hearing date(s) (if agency has board 
or commission): Rule adoption date: (see note below) and Rule effective date (date rulemaking becomes effective) 
Note: 
- There must be at least 30 days between the notice publication date and hearing date. 
- Your agency must file your rule within 15 days from rule adoption date. The date of adoption of the proposed rule 
shall be the date the concise explanatory statement is signed by the agency, unless otherwise specified in the concise 
explanatory statement. Unless your rule is an emergency filing, the rule effective date cannot be any earlier than the 
publication date in the New Mexico Register. 


Findings required for rulemaking adoption. If attaching a separate document as findings or as concise explanatory 
statement, please indicate as such in findings section. 
Check with your agency's general counsel office regarding substance of any required findings to be filed. 


Issuing Authority: Name, Title Date signed and original Signature of issuing authority or their delegate in black ink or 
with valid digital signature: Note: If authority has been delegated, this box must be checked. A letter of delegation 
must be on file with the State Records Center and Archives, Administrative Law Division. 
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NMAC 
Transmittal Form 
Volume: Issue: Publication date: Number of pages: (ALD Use Only) 


Sequence No. 


Issuing agency name and address: Agency DFA code: 


Contact person’s name: Phone number: E-mail address: 


Type of rule action: 
(ALD Use) Recent filing date: 


New Amendment Repeal Emergency Renumber 


Title number: Title name: 


Chapter number:   Chapter name: 


Part number: Part name: 


Amendment description (If filing an amendment): Amendment’s NMAC citation (If filing an amendment): 


Are there any materials incorporated by reference? Please list attachments or Internet sites if applicable. 


Yes No 


If materials are attached, has copyright permission been received? Yes No Public domain 


------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 


Specific statutory or other authority authorizing rulemaking: 


Notice date(s): Hearing date(s): Rule adoption date: Rule effective date: 
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Concise Explanatory Statement For 
Rulemaking Adoption: 
Findings required for rulemaking adoption: 
Findings MUST include: 
- Reasons for adopting rule, including any findings otherwise required by law of the agency, and a summary
of any independent analysis done by the agency;
- Reasons for any change between the published proposed rule and the final rule; and
- Reasons for not accepting substantive arguments made through public comment.


Issuing authority (If delegated, authority letter must be on file with ALD): 
Name: Check if authority has been delegated 


Title: 


Signature:    (BLACK ink only OR Digital Signature) Date signed: 





		Your agency must complete the following:

		-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

		Concise Explanatory Statement for rulemaking adoption  See 1.24.25.14 NMAC:



		NMAC

		------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------





		Issue: XXXVI

		Publication date: 13

		Number of pages: July 15, 2025

		undefined: 8

		ALD Use Only: 

		Issuing agency name and address: New Mexico Department of Game and Fish, 1 Wildlife Way, Santa Fe, NM, 87507

		Agency DFA code: 516

		Contact persons name: Elise Goldstein

		Phone number: 505-433-0545

		Email address: Elise.Goldstein@dgf.nm.gov

		Type of rule action: 

		Renumber: 

		Most recent filing date: 

		Title number: 19

		Title name: Natural Resources and Wildlife

		Chapter number: 31

		Chapter name: Hunting and Fishing

		Part number: 6

		Part name: Migratory Bird

		Amendment description If filing an amendment: 

		Amendments NMAC citation If filing an amendment: 

		Are there any materials incorporated by reference: X

		Yes: 

		Please list attachments or Internet sites if applicable: 

		Yes_2: 

		No: 

		Public domain: 

		Specific statutory or other authority authorizing rulemaking: Sections 17-1-14, et seq. NMSA 1978;  Sections 17-1-26, et seq. NMSA 1978

		Notice dates: May 6, 2025

		Hearing dates: June 13, 2025

		Rule adoption date: June 13, 2025

		Rule effective date: Sept. 1, 2025

		Reasons for not accepting substantive arguments made through public comment: The rulemaking was undertaken to adopt a new Migratory Game Bird Rule 19.31.6 NMAC which will become effective September 1, 2025.  The most recent version of the rule expired on March 31, 2025.  

The new rule will include:
• Changes to regular waterfowl season dates based on public comment and calendar dates
• Based on population survey data, increase sandhill crane permits in MRGV and SW draw hunts by      12 total, to be distributed among existing hunts
• Bag limit for northern pintail to increase from 1 to 3 per USFWS regulatory framework

There have been no changes between the published proposed rule and the final rule.  There were no substantive arguments made through public comment that were not accepted. To view public comments, please visit www.wildlife.state.nm.us/commission/meeting-agendas/ and click on the Hearing Archive tab.  The resulting rule was based on what was best for the resource and overall hunter satisfaction.

		Name: Michael B. Sloane

		Check if authority has been delegated: 

		Title: Director, New Mexico Department of Game and Fish

		Date signed: 

		New: Yes

		Amendment: Off

		Repeal: Off

		Emergency: Off

		Renumber#: Off

		BLACK ink only or Digital Signature: 

				2025-06-17T08:34:18-0600

		Michael B. Sloane












Migratory Game Bird
19.31.6 NMAC


June 13, 2025


New Mexico State Game Commission Meeting 


Red River, NM







Amend:


Migratory Game Bird


19.31.6 NMAC


▪ Adjust season dates according to 


calendar and US Fish and Wildlife 


Service (USFWS) frameworks


▪ Adjust bag/possession limits according 


to USFWS frameworks


▪ Proposed USFWS frameworks published 


in Federal Register.







Amend:


Migratory Game Bird


19.31.6 NMAC


▪ Change regular migratory game bird season 


dates based on calendar shift and public 


comment


▪ Increase sandhill crane permits in MRGV and 


SW draw hunts by 12 total, to be distributed 


among existing hunts


▪ Pintail bag limit to increase from 1 to 3







Public Comment


▪ 3 comments received as of June 11, 2025


▪ Hybrid public meeting held in Albuquerque and 


via Zoom on March 31st: One member of the 


public attended


▪ Comments received:


▪ Crane hunt comments, SW and around Bernardo


▪ Some concern for increase in pintail bag limit, 


particularly for hen harvest







Amend: Migratory Game Bird


19.31.6 NMAC


Proposed 2025-26 Central Flyway Seasons


▪ Includes falconry, youth waterfowl days, and September teal 


Species Zone
2024–2025 2025–2026


Open Close Open Close


Ducks and coots North Zone Oct. 12 Jan. 15 Oct. 11 Jan. 14


South Zone Oct. 28 Jan. 31 Oct. 28 Jan. 31


Dark geese MRGV Dec. 19 Jan. 31 Dec. 19 Jan. 31


Rest of State Oct. 17 Jan. 31 Oct. 17 Jan. 31


Light geese All Central Flyway Oct. 17 Jan. 31 Oct. 17 Jan. 31


Rails and moorhens All Central Flyway Sep. 14 Nov. 22 Sep. 13 Nov. 21


Snipe All Central Flyway Oct. 12 Jan. 26 Oct. 11 Jan. 25


Youth waterfowl North Zone Oct. 5 Oct. 6 Oct. 4 Oct. 5


South Zone Oct. 26 Oct. 27 Oct. 25 Oct. 26


September teal All Central Flyway Sep. 14 Sep. 22 Sep. 13 Sep. 21







Amend: Migratory Game Bird


19.31.6 NMAC


Proposed 2025-26 Pacific Flyway Seasons


▪ Includes falconry and youth waterfowl days


Species Zone
2023–2024 2024–2025


Open Close Open Close


Ducks and coots All Pacific Flyway Oct. 19 Jan. 31 Oct. 19 Jan. 31


Scaup All Pacific Flyway Oct. 19 Jan. 12 Oct. 19 Jan. 12


Dark and light geese North Zone Sep. 21 Oct. 6 Sep. 21 Oct. 6


North Zone Nov. 2 Jan. 31 Nov. 2 Jan. 31


South Zone Oct. 17 Jan. 31 Oct. 17 Jan. 31


Sora and Virginia rail All Pacific Flyway Sep. 14 Nov. 22 Sep. 13 Nov. 21


Snipe All Pacific Flyway Oct. 17 Jan. 31 Oct. 17 Jan. 31


Youth waterfowl All Pacific Flyway Oct. 12 Oct. 13 Oct. 11 Oct. 12







Questions?
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PROPOSED MIGRATORY GAME BIRD RULE SUMMARY, 2025–2026 


Season selections and bag limits are determined in conjunction with the US Fish and 


Wildlife Service working through the Central and Pacific Flyway Councils. Please note that 


seasons are not considered final until they have been published in the Federal Register.  


 


Proposed amendments for the 2025–26 season include: 


• Changes to regular waterfowl season dates based on public comment and calendar 


dates 


• Based on population survey data, increase sandhill crane permits in MRGV and SW 


draw hunts by 12 total, to be distributed among existing hunts 


• Bag limit for northern pintail to increase from 1 to 3 per USFWS regulatory 


framework 


 


 


 


Proposed Central Flyway Seasons. Includes falconry, youth waterfowl days, and a 9-day 


September teal season.  


Species Zone Open Close 


Ducks and Mergansers: North Zone Oct. 11 Jan. 14 


 
South Zone Oct. 28 Jan. 31 


Geese: 
   


     Dark Geese MRGV Dec. 19 Jan. 31 


 
Rest of State Oct. 17 Jan. 31 


     Light Geese North and South Zones Oct. 17 Jan. 31 
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Proposed Pacific Flyway Seasons. Includes falconry and youth waterfowl days. 


Species Zone Open Close 


Ducks and Mergansers: North and South Zones Oct. 19 Jan. 31 


Scaup North and South Zones Oct. 19 Jan. 12 


All Geese: North 1 Sept. 27 Oct. 12 


 
North 2 Nov. 2 Jan. 31 


 
South Oct. 17 Jan. 31 


 


If you would like to comment on the proposal, send email to: DGF-waterfowl@dgf.nm.gov  



mailto:DGF-waterfowl@dgf.nm.gov






 
                                
 
 
    
 


 


Survey and Harvest Data 
 


Migratory game bird management in the United States, including New Mexico, is a cooperative 


effort between state and federal governments. Management decisions are based on information gathered 


from bird population surveys, monitoring of harvest, hunter surveys, public comment, biological 


information, and environmental surveys. Migratory game bird banding and recovery data, surveys of 


birds on their breeding areas, as well as wetland condition surveys in waterfowl breeding areas provide 


the necessary information used to set hunting and harvest regulations for migratory game birds. In New 


Mexico, the establishment of migratory game bird hunting rules and regulations remains a cooperative 


process performed annually within the Flyway system. Both the Central and Pacific Flyways are 


involved in setting hunting regulations for migratory game birds in New Mexico and seasons are 


selected from within the guidelines of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s federal season frameworks. 


Survey and harvest data used in setting hunting rules and regulations for New Mexico are included in 


Figures 1–4.  


 
Figure 1. Breeding population estimate, 90% confidence interval, and North American Waterfowl 


Management Plan goal (dashed line) for mallards in the traditional survey area. Estimated mallard 


abundance for 2024 was 6.6 ± 0.3 million. 


Technical Information for 
Migratory Game Bird Rule 


Development 







 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Figure 2. Estimates and 95% confidence intervals of mourning dove absolute abundance from an 


integrated population model. Figure shows abundance estimates for the Central Management Unit 


(CMU; which includes New Mexico) by year, 2007–2023. Estimates are based on band recovery, 


breeding bird survey indices, and harvest survey data. 


 


Figure 3. Estimated harvest (triangle) and harvest rates of mourning dove in the Central Management 


Unit (CMU; which includes New Mexico) by year, 2007–2023. Harvest rates are presented separately 


for hatch-year (square) and after-hatch-year (circle) doves. 







 


Figure 4. Fall pre-migration indicies for Rocky Mountain sandhill cranes. 








From: BRIAN and MELLY LOCKE
To: DGF-Waterfowl
Subject: [EXTERNAL] comment Proposed Changes Migratory Game Bird 19.31.16 NMAC
Date: Thursday, May 1, 2025 5:05:07 PM


You don't often get email from brianlocke0793@msn.com. Learn why this is important


CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.
First, I agree with the changes and hope the Commission will approve.


I suggest the SW Crane hunt could be expanded more.  It's my impression that the majority of
those birds harvested are not of the "Greater" population, but primarily "Lesser" sandhills.  I
haven't drawn the hunt in a while, but I noticed the change from the first few years I hunted,
to last times I drew.  


I don't know if the Department is still collecting the bill lengths, etc. for the SW hunt.  But if so
maybe the flyway council would accept a higher quota for that hunt?


And, of course, thanks to the Dept. for all their good work! Great privilege to hunt in NM.


Sincerely
Brian Locke
575-640-1884
Las Cruces, NM



mailto:brianlocke0793@msn.com

mailto:DGF-Waterfowl@state.nm.us

https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification





From: Chuck Biller
To: DGF-Waterfowl
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pintails proposed from one to three?
Date: Thursday, April 17, 2025 6:09:01 PM
Attachments: image001.png


CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.


That seems a bit extreme. Two sounds more than reasonable
Just saw this today
 
Hope all is well with you Mason
 
Chuck
 
 
Chuck Biller
Client Executive
 
651.796.6782 Office
505.301.1032
 
Albuquerque, New Mexico
87111
 
www.onec1.com
 


 
NOTICE: This email message and any attachments hereto may contain confidential
information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure, or distribution of such
information is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact
the sender by reply email and destroy the original message and all copies of it.



mailto:cbiller@onec1.com

mailto:DGF-Waterfowl@state.nm.us



Elevating Connected
Human Experiences








From: Maresa Luzier
To: Sloane, Michael B., DGF
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Sandhill Crane hunt quotas
Date: Tuesday, April 29, 2025 7:38:42 PM
Attachments: Maresa-Pryor-Luzier-black-email.png


13a 2803b 73777.jpg
IMG_1160.jpeg
13a 3702s14870.jpg


Dear Director Sloan:


We are a bit concerned with the bag limits for Sandhill cranes and hunting areas near Bernardo, since I and other
professional wildlife photographers conduct photo tours in December-January.  Concerns from our clients who have
seen bloody birds flying or gun shots at sunrise on the north ponds of the NWR close to Bernardo.  We even had a
day closed at the Bernardo photo blind pond where we take clients to photograph at dawn due to hunting on the
Northside of US 60. For a decade or longer, a lot of money has come into New Mexico for Crane photography
during those dates. You have the International Crane Festival the second week in December where thousands of
photographers descend onto the Bosque del Apache NWR, and is imperative to Socorro’s tax base. These people
only come to see and photograph the Sandhill cranes, and all or most of them go to Bernardo.  So taking 1000+
birds seems like a lot of birds when bird populations are declining in big numbers. 


Last year one photography group was at the Bernardo ponds when the hunting began on the North side of Sevillita
National Wildlife Refuge.  This sent all the birds roosting into the air before the sun had risen.  I had shown up right
when it happened and the air was filled with birds. It was a no go morning for everyone.  Which is disappointing
when you have paying customers.  Plus, this gives hunting a negative impression with these people.   So, later we
drove to the refuge to see when the hunting days were so, we would not take clients on those days.  I recommend
these hunting dates for the north ponds of the NWR be on the Bernardo website. Also, please consider closing the
hunting area north of US 60 the same week as the International Crane Festival.  It attracts people from all over the
world, and has been noted as the "top ten places for bird photographers" to come and photograph the Sandhill
Cranes.  I myself met someone at Bernardo from England last year who was totally smitten.


I’d also like to mention we lose birds each year to the power lines in the Bernardo WMA.  I’ve enclosed a photo of a
bird either shot or injured, and some of the safety precautions which should be taken there certainly along the
entrance to the first overlook. As you probably know they make the large balls as well. A number of dead birds were
shown on Facebook last year at Bernardo. They are usually in the areas noted above.


We hope you will consider this information on hunting quotas, power lines, and areas of concern near Bernardo
WMA. 


Sincerely,


MPLP, LLC
(505) 401-4881
email: mpluzier@gmail.com
Website: www.maresapryorluzier.com
Instagram: www.instagram.com/mpluzier


“Documenting wildlife behavior since 1980"
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COMMISSION MEETING AGENDA BRIEFING 


Meeting Date: June 13, 2025  Agenda Number: 8 


 Presenter: Stewart Liley Corroborator: N/A 


 Agenda Title:  Rule Making Hearing on Migratory Game Bird Rule (19.31.6 NMAC) for the 
2025 – 2026 hunting season. 


 


1. Summary of Agenda Item 


The Department will present proposed changes to the Migratory Game Bird Rule 
(19.31.6 NMAC) based on public comment, the latest information from the United States 
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), recent survey information, and management goals. 
Season selections and bag limits are determined in conjunction with the USFWS 
working through the Central and Pacific Flyway Councils. The proposed amendments 
focus on:   


• Changes to regular waterfowl season dates based on public comments and calendar 
dates 


• Change certain season dates to be later in the year because of calendar shift 
• Based on population survey data, increase sandhill crane permits in MRGV and SW 


draw hunts by 12 total, to be distributed among existing hunts 
• Bag limit for northern pintail to increase from 1 to 3 per USFWS regulatory 


framework 
 


2. Background Information  


The migratory game bird rule is amended annually, ensuring compliance with Flyway 
recommendations and Federal guidelines. In New Mexico, season selections and bag 
limits are determined in conjunction with the Central and Pacific Flyways and the 
USFWS. The process for setting migratory bird hunting regulations is described briefly 
below. 
 
Migratory game bird management in the US is a cooperative effort between state and 
federal governments. The US and Canada are divided into four regulatory flyways and 
each has a Flyway Council consisting of representatives from state and provincial 
wildlife agencies. Flyway Councils are advised by technical committees made up of 
state and provincial biologists. These technical committees make management 
recommendations to the Councils based on population, harvest, and hunter data. After 
considering technical committee input, the Flyway Councils then recommend migratory 
bird hunting regulations to the USFWS. The USFWS evaluates these recommendations 
and presents them to the Service’s Regulations Committee for decision. These 
decisions are then forwarded to the USFWS director and Assistant Secretary of the 
Interior for approval. Once approved, these proposed annual migratory bird hunting 
frameworks are published in the Federal Register for public comment. After considering 
public comment, final recommendations and frameworks are developed and published 
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in the Federal Register. After publication of these final migratory bird hunting 
frameworks, states can select their hunting seasons. 
 


3. Strategic Plan References and Possible Impacts of Agenda Item 


The process as presented to the Commission meets the Conservation Services 
Program Objectives 1, 2 and 5 of the Department’s Strategic Plan: FY 2019 – FY 2023 
 


4. Considerations Regarding Duplications and/or Conflicts with Existing Rules or 
Statutes 


None 


5. Description and Summary of Public Involvement Process and Results 


The Department has posted proposed changes to the migratory game bird rule on its 
website. Input has been gathered from mail, email, and a public meeting with interested 
members of the public. A hybrid public meeting was held on March 31st in Albuquerque 
and via Zoom to gather public comments on the proposed changes to the migratory 
game bird rule. 


Suggested Motion 


The Department respectfully suggests the following motion unless Commission 
discretion indicates a different course of action: 


“Move to repeal and replace 19.31.6 NMAC, as presented by the Department and allow 
the Department to make minor corrections to comply with filing this rule with State 
Records and Archives.” 
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TITLE 19 NATURAL RESOURCES AND WILDLIFE 
CHAPTER 31 HUNTING AND FISHING 
PART 6  MIGRATORY GAME BIRD 
 
19.31.6.1 ISSUING AGENCY:  New Mexico department of game and fish. 
[19.31.6.1 NMAC - Rp, 19.31.6.1 NMAC, 9/1/2025] 
 
19.31.6.2 SCOPE:  Sportspersons interested in migratory game bird management and hunting.  Additional 
requirements may be found in Chapter 17 NMSA 1978 and Title 19 NMAC. 
[19.31.6.2 NMAC - Rp, 19.31.6.2 NMAC, 9/1/2025] 
 
19.31.6.3 STATUTORY AUTHORITY:  Section 17-1-14 and 17-1-26 NMSA 1978 provide that the New 
Mexico state game commission has the authority to establish rules and regulations that it may deem necessary to 
carry out the purpose of Chapter 17 NMSA 1978 and all other acts pertaining to protected mammals, birds and fish. 
[19.31.6.3 NMAC - Rp, 19.31.6.3 NMAC, 9/1/2024] 
 
19.31.6.4 DURATION:  September 1, 20242025 - March 31, 20252026. 
[19.31.6.4 NMAC - Rp, 19.31.6.4 NMAC, 9/1/2025] 
 
19.31.6.5 EFFECTIVE DATE:  September 1, 2024, unless a later date is cited at the end of a section. 
[19.31.6.5 NMAC - Rp, 19.31.6.5 NMAC, 9/1/2025] 
 
19.31.6.6 OBJECTIVE:  Establishing open hunting seasons, regulations, rules and procedures governing 
the issuance of migratory game bird licenses and permits by the department. 
[19.31.6.6 NMAC - Rp, 19.31.6.6 NMAC, 9/1/2025] 
 
19.31.6.7 DEFINITIONS:   
 A. "Bernardo pond unit" shall mean that portion of Bernardo wildlife management area extending 
approximately 3,500 feet south of U.S. 60 and 2,200 feet west of the Unit 7 drain. 
 B. "Bernardo youth unit" shall mean that portion of Bernardo wildlife management area 
immediately south of the Quagmire, west of the San Francisco ditch, and east of the unit 7 drain. 
 C. "Central flyway" shall mean that portion of New Mexico east of the continental divide. 
 D. "Dark goose" shall mean Canada goose or white-fronted goose. 
 E. "Department" shall mean the New Mexico department of game and fish. 
 F. "Director" shall mean the director of the New Mexico department of game and fish. 
 G. "Dove north zone" or “north zone” shall mean that portion of New Mexico north of Interstate 
40 from the Arizona-New Mexico border to Tucumcari and U.S. 54 at its junction with Interstate 40 at Tucumcari to 
the New Mexico-Texas border. 
 H. "Dove south zone" or “south zone” shall mean that portion of New Mexico south of Interstate 
40 from the Arizona-New Mexico border to Tucumcari and U.S. 54 at its junction with Interstate 40 at Tucumcari to 
the New Mexico-Texas border. 
 I. "Eastern New Mexico sandhill crane hunt area" or “eastern” shall mean the following 
counties: Chaves, Curry, De Baca, Eddy, Lea, Quay and Roosevelt. 
 J. "Estancia valley sandhill crane hunt area" or “EV” shall mean that area beginning at 
Mountainair bounded on the west by N.M. 55 north to N.M. 337, north to N.M. 14, and north to Interstate 25; on the 
north by Interstate 25 east to U.S. 285; on the east by U.S. 285 south to U.S. 60; and on the south by U.S. 60 from 
U.S. 285 west to N.M. 55 in Mountainair. 
 K. "Falconry" shall mean hunting migratory game birds using raptors. 
 L. “Federal youth waterfowl hunting days” shall mean the special seasons where only those 17 
years of age and younger may hunt ducks, coots and gallinules in the Pacific flyway or ducks and coots in the 
central flyway.  A supervising adult at least 18 years of age must accompany the youth hunter. The adult may not 
hunt ducks, coots or gallinules, but may participate in other seasons that are open on the special youth days. 
 M. "Light geese" shall mean snow geese, blue phase snow geese and Ross’s geese. 
 N. "Light goose conservation order" shall mean those methods, bag and possession limits and 
dates approved by the U.S. fish and wildlife service towards reducing over-abundant light goose populations. 
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 O. "Middle Rio Grande valley (MRGV) dark goose hunt area" shall mean Sierra, Socorro and 
Valencia counties. 
 P. "Middle Rio Grande valley (MRGV) sandhill crane hunt area" shall mean Valencia and 
Socorro counties. 
 Q. "Migratory game bird" shall mean band-tailed pigeon, mourning dove, white-winged dove, 
sandhill crane, American coot, gallinule, snipe, ducks, geese, sora and Virginia rail. 
 R. "North zone" shall mean that portion of the Pacific flyway north of Interstate 40, and that portion 
of the central flyway north of Interstate 40 from the continental divide to Tucumcari and U.S. 54 at its junction with 
Interstate 40 at Tucumcari to the New Mexico-Texas border. 
 S. "Pacific flyway" shall mean that portion of New Mexico west of the continental divide. 
 T. "Possession limit" shall mean the number of birds in a person’s possession regardless of the 
location stored. 
 U. “Quagmire” shall mean that portion of Bernardo wildlife management area south of U.S. 60, west 
of the San Francisco ditch, and east of the unit 7 drain, excluding the Bernardo youth unit at the southern tip.  
 V. "South zone" shall mean that portion of the Pacific flyway south of Interstate 40, and that portion 
of the central flyway south of Interstate 40 from the continental divide to Tucumcari and U.S. 54 at its junction with 
Interstate 40 at Tucumcari to the New Mexico-Texas border. 
 W. "Southwest band-tailed pigeon hunting area" or “southwest BPHA” shall mean that portion 
of New Mexico both south of U.S. 60 and west of Interstate 25. 
 X. "Southwest New Mexico sandhill crane hunt area" or “SW”  shall mean that area bounded on 
the south by the New Mexico-Mexico border; on the west by the New Mexico-Arizona border north to Interstate 10; 
on the north by Interstate 10 east to U.S. 180, north to N.M. 26, east to N.M. 27, north to N.M. 152, and east to 
Interstate 25; on the east by Interstate 25 south to Interstate 10, west to the Luna county line, and south to the New 
Mexico-Mexico border. 


Y. “Unit D” shall mean only the ephemeral pond or wetland portion of Bernardo WMA contained 
within the area extending approximately 1,700 feet north of U.S. 60, east of the railroad tracks, and west of the unit 
7 drain. 
 Z. "Wildlife management areas” or “WMAs” shall mean those areas as described in 19.34.5 
NMAC Wildlife Management Areas. 
[19.31.6.7 NMAC - Rp, 19.31.6.7 NMAC, 9/1/2025] 
 
19.31.6.8 ADJUSTMENT OF SANDHILL CRANE PERMITS:  The director, with verbal concurrence 
of the chairperson or their designee, may adjust the number of permits to address significant changes in harvest 
levels.  This adjustment may be applied to any or all of the entry hunt codes. 
[19.31.6.8 NMAC - Rp, 19.31.6.8 NMAC, 9/1/2025] 
 
19.31.6.9 LICENSE AND APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS:  A. License:  A Harvest Information 
Program (HIP) number shall be required.  Waterfowl hunters 16 years of age and older are required to have in their 
possession a federal migratory bird hunting and conservation stamp (duck stamp).  It shall be unlawful to take or 
attempt to take migratory birds without a HIP number, or duck stamp if required. 
   (1) A. Any person taking or attempting to take sandhill cranes in the eastern hunt area must 
have a valid license and a free sandhill crane hunting permit obtained from department offices or website. 
   (2) B. For EV sandhill crane, MRGV sandhill crane, MRGV youth-only sandhill crane and SW 
sandhill crane:  in addition to a valid license, a special permit obtained by drawing shall be required. 
   (3) C. For the light goose conservation order:  in addition to a valid license, a free light goose 
conservation order permit obtained from department offices or website shall be required. 
   (4) D. For band-tailed pigeon hunting:  in addition to a valid license, a free band-tailed pigeon 
permit obtained from department offices or website shall be required. 
 B. Valid dates of license or permit:  E. All permits and licenses shall be valid only for the dates, 
legal sporting arms, bag limit and area printed on the permit or license. 
[19.31.6.9 NMAC - Rp, 19.31.6.9 NMAC, 9/1/2025] 
 
19.31.6.10 MANNER AND METHODS FOR MIGRATORY GAME BIRDS: 
 A. Hours:  Migratory game birds may be hunted or taken only during the period from one-half hour 
before sunrise to sunset, unless otherwise stated in rule. 
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  (1) Migratory bird hunting hours on the Bottomless lakes overflow, and Bernardo, Casa 
Colorada, Jackson lake, La Joya and W.S. Huey WMAs shall be from one-half hour before sunrise to 1:00 p.m. 
unless otherwise stated in rule.  
  (2) September teal hunting hours on Bernardo and La Joya WMAs are from one-half hour 
before sunrise to sunset. 
  (3) Light goose conservation order hunting hours, including Bernardo pond unit and Unit D, 
shall be from one-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour after sunset.  Exceptions: Bottomless lakes overflow, 
Bernardo Quagmire, and Casa Colorada, Jackson lake, La Joya and W.S. Huey WMAs hunting hours shall be from 
one-half hour before sunrise to 1:00 p.m. 
 B. Lands and waters owned, administered, controlled or managed by the state game 
commission: 
  (1) State wildlife management areas open, species that can be hunted and days open for 
hunting: 
   (a) Bernardo WMA: 
    (i) That portion of the Bernardo WMA south of U.S. 60 is open to teal 
hunting each day of the September teal season and the federal youth waterfowl hunting days.  That portion of the 
Bernardo WMA north of U.S. 60 is closed unless otherwise stated in rule. 
    (ii) The Quagmire shall be open only on Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday to 
hunt ducks, geese, Virginia rail, sora, gallinule, American coot and snipe during established seasons, unless 
otherwise specifically allowed by rule. 
    (iii) The Bernardo pond unit shall be open for general waterfowl hunting 
and during the light goose conservation order on Monday, Wednesday and Saturday to hunt ducks, geese, Virginia 
rail, sora, gallinule, American coot and snipe during established seasons, unless otherwise specifically allowed by 
rule. 
    (iv) The Bernardo youth unit shall be open for youth waterfowl hunting on 
Monday, Wednesday and Saturday to hunt ducks, geese, Virginia rail, sora, gallinule, American coot and snipe 
during established seasons, unless otherwise specifically allowed by rule 
    (v) Unit D shall be open for general waterfowl hunting and during the light 
goose conservation order on Monday, Wednesday and Saturday to hunt ducks, geese, Virginia rail, sora, gallinule, 
American coot and snipe during established seasons, unless otherwise specifically allowed by rule.   
   (b) The Edward Sargent, W. A. Humphries, Rio Chama, Urraca, Colin Neblett, 
Water canyon, Marquez/LBar and Elliot S. Barker WMAs shall be open for hunting dove and band-tailed pigeon 
during established seasons. 
   (c) The portion of Jackson lake WMA west of N.M. 170 shall be open on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Saturdays to hunt ducks, geese, Virginia rail, sora, gallinule, American coot and snipe.  The portion 
of Jackson lake WMA east of N.M. 170 shall be open to falconry-only migratory game bird hunting during 
established seasons. 
   (d) The lesser prairie-chicken management areas, Double E and River Ranch 
WMAs shall be open to hunt dove during established seasons. 
   (e) La Joya WMA: 
    (i) the entire La Joya WMA shall be open to teal hunting each day of the 
September teal season and each day of the federal youth waterfowl hunting days; 
    (ii) that portion of La Joya WMA north of the main east/west entrance road 
and west of the railroad tracks shall be open on Saturdays, Mondays and Wednesdays to hunt ducks, geese, Virginia 
rail, sora, gallinule, American coot and snipe during established seasons, unless otherwise specifically allowed by 
rule; 
    (iii) that portion of La Joya WMA south of the main east/west entrance road 
and west of the railroad tracks shall be open on Sunday, Tuesday and Thursday to hunt ducks, geese, Virginia rail, 
sora, gallinule, American coot and snipe during established seasons, unless otherwise specifically allowed by rule; 
    (iv) that portion of La Joya WMA east of the railroad tracks shall be open 
to hunt dove, ducks, geese, Virginia rail, sora, gallinule, American coot and snipe during established seasons. 
   (f) The Charette lake, McAllister lake, Wagon Mound, Tucumcari, Socorro-
Escondida, Hammond tract and Retherford tract WMAs shall be open for all migratory game bird hunting during 
established seasons. 
   (g) The W.S. Huey WMA shall be open for dove hunting on Monday, Wednesday 
and Saturday during established seasons. 
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  (2) All WMAs shall be open to falconry waterfowl hunting each day of the established 
falconry season, unless otherwise restricted by rule. 
[19.31.6.10 NMAC - Rp, 19.31.6.10 NMAC, 9/1/2025] 
 
19.31.6.11 SPECIES, OPEN AREAS, SEASON DATES AND DAILY BAG LIMITS:  20242025-
20252026 season, all dates are 20242025 unless otherwise specified.  Possession limits are three times the daily bag 
limit unless otherwise specified. 
species open areas season dates daily bag limit 


mourning and white-winged 
dove 


north zone Sept. 1 - Nov. 29 
15 (singly or in aggregate) south zone Sept. 1 - Oct. 28 and Dec. 1 - 


Jan. 1, 2025 


band-tailed pigeon 
southwest BPHA Oct. 1 - 14 


2 statewide except 
southwest BPHA Sept. 1 - 14 


regular season sandhill crane 
(free permit required) 


eastern Oct. 26 - Jan. 23, 2025 3 (6 in possession) 


CENTRAL FLYWAY:  possession limits are three times the daily bag limit unless otherwise specified. 
species season dates daily bag limit 
September teal:  blue-winged teal, 
green-winged teal and cinnamon teal 


Sept. 14 - 22 6 (singly or in the aggregate) 


ducks 


north zone:  Oct. 12 - Jan. 15, 
2025 


6 (singly or in the aggregate) that 
consists of no more than 5 mallard of 
which only 2 may be female mallard, 
(Mexican ducks are included towards 
the mallard bag limit), 3 wood duck, 1 
scaup, 2 redhead, 2 hooded merganser, 1 
pintail and 2 canvasback 


south zone:  Oct. 28 - Jan. 31, 
2025 


youth waterfowl days 


north zone:  Oct. 5 - 6 Ducks: 6 (singly or in the aggregate) that 
consists of no more than 5 mallard of 
which only 2 may be female mallard, 
(Mexican ducks are included towards the 
mallard bag limit), 3 wood duck, 1 
scaup, 2 redhead, 2 hooded merganser, 1 
pintail and 2 canvasback 
Coots: 15  


south zone:  Oct. 26 – Oct. 27 


American coot 


north zone:  Oct. 12 - Jan. 15, 
2025 15 south zone:  Oct. 28 - Jan. 31, 
2025 


gallinule Sept. 14 - Nov. 22 1 
snipe Oct. 12 - Jan. 26, 2025 8 
Virginia rail & sora Sept. 14 - Nov. 22 10 (singly or in the aggregate; 20 in 


possession)   


dark goose: regular season closed in 
Sierra, Socorro and Valencia 
counties 


Oct. 17 - Jan. 31, 2025 5 


dark goose:  special MRGV season Dec. 19 - Jan. 31, 2025 2 (2 per season) 
light goose Oct. 17 - Jan. 31, 2025 50 (no possession limit) 
light goose conservation order Feb. 1 - Mar. 10, 2025 no bag or possession limit 


PACIFIC FLYWAY:  possession limits are three times the daily bag limit unless otherwise specified. 
Species season dates daily bag limit 
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youth waterfowl days Oct. 12 - 13 Ducks: 7 (singly or in the aggregate) that 
consists of no more than 2 female mallard, 
2 redhead, 1 pintail and 2 canvasback;  
Coots and gallinules: 25 (singly or in the 
aggregate) 


Ducks Oct. 19 - Jan. 31, 2025 
7 (singly or in the aggregate); that consists of 
no more than 2 female mallard, 2 redhead, 1 
pintail and 2 canvasback 


Scaup Oct. 19 - Jan. 12, 2025 2 (as part of the aggregate duck bag) 
American coot and gallinule Oct. 19 - Jan. 31, 2025 25 (singly or in the aggregate) 
Snipe Oct. 17 - Jan. 31, 2025 8 
Virginia rail & sora Sept. 14 - Nov. 22 25 (singly or in the aggregate) 


Goose 


north zone:  Sept. 21 - Oct. 6 and 
Nov. 2 - Jan. 31, 2025 5 Canada geese, 10 white-fronted geese and 


20 light geese south zone:  Oct. 17 - Jan. 31, 
2025 


  
species open areas season dates daily bag limit 


mourning and white-winged 
dove 


north zone Sept. 1 - Nov. 29 
15 (singly or in aggregate) south zone Sept. 1 - Oct. 28 and Dec. 1 - 


Jan. 1, 2026 


band-tailed pigeon 
southwest BPHA Oct. 1 - 14 


2 statewide except 
southwest BPHA Sept. 1 - 14 


regular season sandhill crane 
(free permit required) 


eastern Oct. 25 - Jan. 22, 2026 3 (6 in possession) 


CENTRAL FLYWAY:  possession limits are three times the daily bag limit unless otherwise specified. 
species season dates daily bag limit 
September teal:  blue-winged teal, 
green-winged teal and cinnamon teal 


Sept. 13 - 21 6 (singly or in the aggregate) 


ducks 


north zone:  Oct. 11 - Jan. 14, 
2026 


6 (singly or in the aggregate) that 
consists of no more than 5 mallard of 
which only 2 may be female mallard, 
(Mexican ducks are included towards 
the mallard bag limit), 3 wood duck, 1 
scaup, 2 redhead, 2 hooded merganser, 3 
pintail and 2 canvasback 


south zone:  Oct. 28 - Jan. 31, 
2026 


youth waterfowl days 


north zone:  Oct. 4 - 5 Ducks: 6 (singly or in the aggregate) that 
consists of no more than 5 mallard of 
which only 2 may be female mallard, 
(Mexican ducks are included towards the 
mallard bag limit), 3 wood duck, 1 
scaup, 2 redhead, 2 hooded merganser, 3 
pintail and 2 canvasback 
Coots: 15  


south zone:  Oct. 25 – Oct. 26 


American coot 


north zone:  Oct. 11 - Jan. 14, 
2026 15 south zone:  Oct. 28 - Jan. 31, 
2026 


gallinule Sept. 13 - Nov. 21 1 
snipe Oct. 11 - Jan. 25, 2026 8 
Virginia rail & sora Sept. 13 - Nov. 21 10 (singly or in the aggregate; 20 in 


possession)   
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dark goose: regular season closed in 
Sierra, Socorro and Valencia 
counties 


Oct. 17 - Jan. 31, 2026 5 


dark goose:  special MRGV season Dec. 19 - Jan. 31, 2026 2 (2 per season) 
light goose Oct. 17 - Jan. 31, 2026 50 (no possession limit) 
light goose conservation order Feb. 1 - Mar. 10, 2026 no bag or possession limit 


PACIFIC FLYWAY:  possession limits are three times the daily bag limit unless otherwise specified. 
Species season dates daily bag limit 
youth waterfowl days Oct. 11 - 12 Ducks: 7 (singly or in the aggregate) that 


consists of no more than 2 female mallard, 
2 redhead, 3 pintail and 2 canvasback;  
Coots and gallinules: 25 (singly or in the 
aggregate) 


Ducks Oct. 19 - Jan. 31, 2026 
7 (singly or in the aggregate); that consists of 
no more than 2 female mallard, 2 redhead, 3 
pintail and 2 canvasback 


Scaup Oct. 19 - Jan. 12, 2026 2 (as part of the aggregate duck bag) 
American coot and gallinule Oct. 19 - Jan. 31, 2026 25 (singly or in the aggregate) 
Snipe Oct. 17 - Jan. 31, 2026 8 
Virginia rail & sora Sept. 13 - Nov. 21 25 (singly or in the aggregate) 


Goose 


north zone:  Sept. 27 - Oct. 12 and 
Nov. 2 - Jan. 31, 2026 5 Canada geese, 10 white-fronted geese and 


20 light geese south zone:  Oct. 17 - Jan. 31, 
2026 


 [19.31.6.11 NMAC - Rp, 19.31.6.11 NMAC, 9/1/2025] 
 
19.31.6.12 FALCONRY SEASONS:  20242025-20252026 season, all dates are 20242025 unless otherwise 
specified.  Bag limits are three singly or in the aggregate and nine in possession unless otherwise specified. 


CENTRAL FLYWAY 
species open areas season dates 
mourning and white-winged dove north Sept. 1 - Dec. 4 and Dec. 21 - Jan. 1, 2025 
 south Sept. 1 - Nov. 5 and Nov. 22 - Jan. 1, 2025 


band-tailed pigeon 
southwest BPHA Oct. 1 - 14  
statewide except 
southwest BPHA 


Sept. 1 - 14  


sora and Virginia rail all Sept. 14 - Dec. 28 
snipe all Oct. 12 - Jan. 26, 2025 
gallinule all Sept. 14 - Dec. 28 


ducks and coots north Sept. 14 - 22 and Oct. 12 - Jan 15, 2025 
south Sept. 14 - 22 and Oct. 28 - Jan 31, 2025 


goose (light and dark) all Oct. 17 - Jan. 31, 2025 
goose (dark) MRGV Dec. 19 - Jan. 31, 2025 


sandhill crane regular (eastern) Oct. 12 - Jan. 23, 2025; 3 (6 in possession)  
Estancia valley Nov. 2 - Dec. 31; 3 (6 in possession) 


PACIFIC FLYWAY 
species open areas season dates 


mourning and white-winged dove north Sept. 1 - Dec. 4 and Dec. 21 - Jan. 1, 2025 
south Sept. 1 - Nov. 5 and Nov. 22 - Jan. 1, 2025 


band-tailed pigeon 
southwest BPHA Oct. 1 - 14 
statewide except 
southwest BPHA Sept. 1 - 14  
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ducks all Oct. 19 - Jan. 31, 2025 
scaup all Oct. 19 - Jan. 12, 2025 


goose (all) north Sept. 21 - Oct. 6 and Nov. 2 - Jan. 31, 2025 
south Oct. 17 - Jan. 31, 2025 


snipe all Oct. 17 - Jan. 31, 2025 
coots and gallinule all Oct. 19 - Jan. 31, 2025 
sora and Virginia rail all Sept. 14 - Nov. 22 
  


CENTRAL FLYWAY 
species open areas season dates 
mourning and white-winged dove north Sept. 1 - Dec. 4 and Dec. 21 - Jan. 1, 2026 
 south Sept. 1 - Nov. 5 and Nov. 22 - Jan. 1, 2026 


band-tailed pigeon 
southwest BPHA Oct. 1 - 14  
statewide except 
southwest BPHA 


Sept. 1 - 14  


sora and Virginia rail all Sept. 13 - Dec. 27 
snipe all Oct. 11 - Jan. 25, 2026 
gallinule all Sept. 13 - Dec. 27 


ducks and coots north Sept. 13 - 21 and Oct. 11 - Jan 14, 2026 
south Sept. 13 - 21 and Oct. 28 - Jan 31, 2026 


goose (light and dark) all Oct. 17 - Jan. 31, 2026 
goose (dark) MRGV Dec. 19 - Jan. 31, 2026 


sandhill crane regular (eastern) Oct. 11 - Jan. 22, 2026; 3 (6 in possession)  
Estancia valley Nov. 1 - Dec. 30; 3 (6 in possession) 


PACIFIC FLYWAY 
species open areas season dates 


mourning and white-winged dove north Sept. 1 - Dec. 4 and Dec. 21 - Jan. 1, 2026 
south Sept. 1 - Nov. 5 and Nov. 22 - Jan. 1, 2026 


band-tailed pigeon 
southwest BPHA Oct. 1 - 14 
statewide except 
southwest BPHA Sept. 1 - 14  


ducks all Oct. 19 - Jan. 31, 2026 
scaup all Oct. 19 - Jan. 12, 2026 


goose (all) north Sept. 27 - Oct. 12 and Nov. 2 - Jan. 31, 2026 
south Oct. 17 - Jan. 31, 2026 


snipe all Oct. 17 - Jan. 31, 2026 
coots and gallinule all Oct. 19 - Jan. 31, 2026 
sora and Virginia rail all Sept. 13 - Nov. 21 
 [19.31.6.12 NMAC - Rp, 19.31.6.12 NMAC, 9/1/2025] 
 
19.31.6.13 RESERVED 
[19.31.6.13 NMAC - Rp, 19.31.6.13 NMAC, 9/1/2022; Repealed, 9/1/2024] 
 
19.31.6.14 REQUIREMENTS FOR THE SPECIAL BERNARDO YOUTH WATERFOWL UNIT:  
Blind selection will be available on a first-come, first-serve basis from one-half hour before sunrise to 1:00 p.m. 
Youth hunters must be accompanied by a supervising adult who may not hunt. A maximum of four people, at least 
half of which must be youth hunters, is allowed per blind. 
[19.31.6.14 NMAC - Rp, 19.31.6.14 NMAC, 9/1/2025] 
 
19.31.6.15 SEASON DATES, OPEN AREAS, BAG LIMITS, HUNT CODES AND PERMIT 
NUMBERS FOR THE SPECIAL ESTANCIA VALLEY, MIDDLE RIO GRANDE VALLEY AND 
SOUTHWEST NEW MEXICO SANDHILL CRANE SEASONS: 
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 A. The daily bag limit is 3.  The possession limit is twice the daily bag limit, except for the MRGV 
youth-only hunt where the daily bag and possession limit is 3.  The hunting seasons for 20242025-20252026 are: 
 hunt location hunt dates hunt code permits 


EV Nov. 2 - Nov. 5 
and Nov. 7 - Nov. 10 SCR-0-101  65 


MRGV Nov. 16 - 17 SCR-0-102 85 
MRGV Nov. 30 - Dec. 1 SCR-0-103 85 
MRGV Dec. 14 - 15 SCR-0-104  85 


MRGV Jan. 4 - 5, 2025 SCR-0-105 85 


MRGV Jan. 11 - 12, 2025 SCR-0-106 85 


MRGV, youth-only Nov. 23 SCR-0-107 24 


SW Nov. 2 - Nov. 10 SCR-0-108 75 


SW Jan. 4 - 5, 2025 SCR-0-109 75 


 
 hunt location hunt dates hunt code permits 


EV Nov. 1 - Nov. 4 
and Nov. 6 - Nov. 9 SCR-0-101  65 


MRGV Nov. 15 - 16 SCR-0-102 87 
MRGV Nov. 29 - Nov. 30 SCR-0-103 87 
MRGV Dec. 13 - 14 SCR-0-104  87 


MRGV Jan. 3 - 4, 2026 SCR-0-105 87 


MRGV Jan. 10 - 11, 2026 SCR-0-106 87 


MRGV, youth-only Nov. 22 SCR-0-107 24 


SW Nov. 1 - Nov. 9 SCR-0-108 75 


SW Jan. 3 - 4, 2026 SCR-0-109 77 


B. Hunters who participate in the MRGV season shall be required to check-out at designated check 
stations when they harvest any sandhill cranes. 
 C. The department may cancel one or more EV, MRGV or SW sandhill crane hunts if harvest is 
expected to exceed our federal allocation of greater sandhill cranes. 
[19.31.6.15 NMAC - Rp, 19.31.6.15 NMAC, 9/1/2025] 
 
HISTORY OF 19.31.6 NMAC: 
Pre-NMAC Filing History:  The material in this part was derived from that previously filed with the State Records 
Center & Archives under:  Regulation No. 486, Establishing 1967 Seasons On Quail, Pheasants, Prairie Chickens, 
and Lesser Sandhill (Little Brown) Crane And Additional Seasons On Migratory Waterfowl, filed  9/22/67; 
Regulation No. 494, Establishing 1968 Seasons On Migratory Waterfowl, Common Snipe, Lesser Sandhill Crane, 
Scaled, Gambel’s, And Bobwhite Quail, Pheasants, And Prairie Chickens, filed  10/2/68; Regulation No. 508, 
Establishing 1969 Seasons On Migratory Waterfowl, Lesser Sandhill Crane, Scaled, Gambel’s And Bobwhite Quail, 
Pheasants, And Prairie Chickens, filed 9/19/69; Regulation No. 527, Establishing 1971 Seasons On Migratory 
Waterfowl And Lesser Sandhill Cranes, filed  9/10/71; Regulation No. 540, Establishing 1972 Seasons On 
Migratory Waterfowl, Lesser Sandhill Crane, And Wilson’s Swipe, filed 9/26/72; Regulation No. 551, Establishing 
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1973 Seasons On Migratory Waterfowl And Lesser Sandhill Crane, filed 8/20/73; Regulation No. 560, Establishing 
1974 Seasons On Migratory Waterfowl, Lesser Sandhill Crane, Quail, Pheasants,  And Prairie Chickens, filed 
8/21/74; Regulation No. 570, Establishing 1975 Seasons On  Migratory Waterfowl, Lesser Sandhill Crane, Common 
Snipe, Quail, Pheasants, And Prairie Chickens, filed 9/5/75; Regulation No. 578, Establishing 1976 Seasons On 
Migratory Waterfowl, Lesser Sandhill Crane, Common Snipe, Quail, Pheasants, And Prairie Chickens, filed 
8/31/1976; Regulation No. 588, Establishing 1977 Seasons On Migratory Waterfowl, Lesser Sandhill Crane, 
Common Snipe, Quail, Pheasants, And Prairie Chickens, filed 9/6/1977; Regulation No. 594, Establishing 1978 
Seasons On Migratory Waterfowl, Lesser Sandhill Crane, Quail, Pheasants, And Prairie Chickens, filed 9/11/1978; 
Regulation No. 601, Establishing 1979 Seasons on Migratory Waterfowl, Lesser Sandhill Crane, Quail, Pheasants, 
And Prairie Chickens, filed 8/30/1979; Regulation No. 606, Establishing 1980 Seasons On Migratory Waterfowl, 
Lesser Sandhill Crane, Quail, Pheasants, And Prairie Chickens, filed 9/3/80; Regulation No. 611, Establishing 1981 
Seasons On Migratory Waterfowl, Lesser Sandhill Crane, Quail, Pheasants, And Prairie Chickens,  filed 9/4/1981; 
Regulation No. 616, Establishing 1982 Seasons On Migratory Waterfowl, Quail, Pheasants, And Prairie Chickens, 
filed 9/3/1982; Regulation No. 626, Establishing 1983  Seasons On Migratory Waterfowl, Quail, Pheasants, And 
Prairie Chickens, filed 9/7/1983; Regulation No. 631, Establishing 1984 Seasons On Migratory Waterfowl, filed 
8/31/1984; Regulation No. 638, Establishing 1985 Seasons On Migratory Waterfowl, filed 9/11/1985; Regulation 
No. 643, Establishing 1986-1987 Seasons On Migratory Birds, filed 8/24/1987; Regulation No. 660, Establishing 
1988-1989 Seasons On Migratory Birds, filed 6/28/1988; Regulation No. 669, Establishing 1989-1990 Seasons On 
Ducks, Geese, Virginia Rail, Sora, Common Moorhen, American Coot, Sandhill Crane, Band-tailed Pigeon, Dove, 
And Setting Falconry Seasons, filed 10/5/1989; Regulation No. 680, Establishing 1990-1991 Seasons On Ducks, 
Geese, Virginia Rail, Sora, Common Moorhen, American Coot, Common Snipe And Setting Falconry Seasons, filed 
9/28/1990; Regulation No. 687, Establishing 1991-1992 Seasons On Ducks, Geese, Virginia Rail, Sora, Common 
Moorhen, American Coot, Common Snipe And Setting Falconry Seasons, filed 8/6/1991; Regulation No. 698, 
Establishing 1991-92 Seasons On Ducks, Geese, Virginia Rail, Sora, Common Moorhen, American Coot, Common 
Snipe And Setting Falconry Seasons, filed 8/6/1991; Regulation No. 698, Establishing 1992-1993 Seasons On 
Ducks, Geese, Virginia Rail, Sora, Common Moorhen, American Coot,  Common Snipe And Setting Falconry 
seasons, filed 9/15/1992; Regulation No. 704, Establishing 1993-1994 Seasons On Ducks, Geese, Virginia Rail, 
Sora, Common Moorhen, American Coot, Common Snipe  And Setting Falconry Seasons, filed 3/11/1993; 
Regulation No. 707,Establishing The 1994-1995, 1995-1996, 1996-1997 Seasons On  Ducks, Geese, Virginia Rail, 
Sora, Common  Moorhen, American Coot, Common Snipe, And Setting Falconry Seasons, filed 7/28/1994; 
Regulation No. 708, Establishing The 1994-1995, 1995-1996, And 1996-1997 Seasons On Ducks, Geese, Virginia 
Rail, Sora, Common Moorhen, American Coot, Common Snipe, And Setting Falconry Seasons, filed 9/7/1994. 
 
NMAC History: 
19 NMAC 31.6, Waterfowl, filed 8/31/1995 
19.31.6 NMAC, Waterfowl, filed 8/15/2000 
19.31.6 NMAC, Waterfowl, filed 8/26/2002 
19.31.6 NMAC, Waterfowl, filed 8/12/2003 
19.31.6 NMAC, Waterfowl, filed 8/2/2004 
19.31.6 NMAC, Waterfowl, filed 8/8/2005 
19.31.6 NMAC, Waterfowl, filed 8/1/2006 
19.31.6 NMAC, Waterfowl, filed 8/16/2007 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 8/13/2008 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 8/17/2009 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 8/2/2010 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 8/1/2011 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 8/14/2012 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 8/29/2013 
 
History of Repealed Material: 
19.31.6 NMAC, Waterfowl, filed 8/15/2000 - duration expired 3/31/2002 
19.31.6 NMAC, Waterfowl, filed 8/26/2002 - duration expired 3/31/2003 
19.31.6 NMAC, Waterfowl, filed 8/12/2003 - duration expired 3/31/2004 
19.31.6 NMAC, Waterfowl, filed 8/2/2004 - duration expired 3/31/2005 
19.31.6 NMAC, Waterfowl, filed 8/8/2005 - duration expired 3/31/2006 
19.31.6 NMAC, Waterfowl, filed 8/1/2006 - duration expired 3/31/2007 
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19.31.6 NMAC, Waterfowl, filed 8/16/2007 - duration expired 3/31/2008 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 8/13/2008 - duration expired 3/31/2009 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 8/17/2009 - duration expired 3/31/2010 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 8/2/2010 - duration expired 3/31/2011 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 8/1/2011 - duration expired 3/31/2012 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 8/14/2012 - duration expired 3/31/2013 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 8/29/2013 - duration expired 3/31/2014 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 8/31/2014 - duration expired 3/31/2015 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 9/1/2015 - duration expired 3/31/2016 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 6/30/2016 - duration expired 3/31/2017 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 7/27/2017 - duration expired 3/31/2018 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 7/2/2018 - duration expired 3/31/2019 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 8/28/2019 - duration expired 3/31/2020 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 8/13/20 - duration expired 3/31/2021 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 8/12/21 - duration expired 3/31/2022 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 7/27/22 - duration expired 3/31/2023 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 8/3/23 - duration expired 3/31/2024 
19.31.6 NMAC, Migratory Game Bird, filed 8/15/24 - duration expired 3/31/2025 
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