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Emergent, growing above water - includes cattails, 
sedges, willows

Common pond & river plant offfers multiple uses such as 
buidling materials, shelter, or food for numerous species 

Producer:
Willow tree

Producer:
Emergent plants

Submerged, growing in the water - includes milfoil, 
duckweeds, hornworts

Submerged plants
Includes algae, diatoms and other microscopic plant life 

Producer:Producer:
Phytoplankton
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Photo: Colleen Welch

Consumes phytoplankton, detritus and aquatic plants

Consumes plants, mostly cattails

Muskrat
Consumes microscopic animals, detritus - (organic 
material found in pond mud)

Zooplankton (such as paramecium) 

Consumes algae, plankton and bacteria

Mosquito larvae

Primary Consumer:Primary Consumer:

Primary Consumer:Primary Consumer:
Pond snail
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Consumes detritus, algae, zooplanktonConsumes algae, detritus
Primary Consumer:Primary Consumer:
Water boatmen bugTadpoles Western Toad

Photo: Brian Lang

Consumes algae, diatoms and other microscopic 
plant life 

Primary Consumer:
Mudpuppy Larval Stage Tiger Salamander

Consumes decaying organic material
Primary Consumer:
Mayfly nymph
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Consumes insects, seeds, berries & fruits
Secondary Consumer:
Red-winged blackbird

Consumes fish, tadpoles

Tiger salamander

Eats flying insects above pond water

Rough-wing swallow
Consumes ,osquiotoes and other flying insects

Secondary Consumer:

Secondary Consumer:Secondary Consumer:
Dragonfly
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Eats insect nymphs, snails, fish eggs, plankton, plants 
and organic detritus

Eats young-zooplankton, adult-fish, plants, worms,
 insects, snails and plankton

Eats young-zooplankton, adult-Insect larvae, crayfish, 
leeches, snails, small fish

Eats young-zooplankton and insects, adult-fish, crayfish

Secondary Consumer:Secondary Consumer:

Secondary Consumer:Secondary Consumer:

Common carpCrayfish

Smallmouth bassBluegill
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Eats young-algae and detritus, adult-Insects, spiders, 
snails 

Pond frog
Eats plant material including leaves, stems and seeds of 
pondweeds, insects, tadpoles, snails

American coot

Consumes seeds, plants, insects and pond snails

Mallard duck
Consumes small fish, tadpoles and Insects, crayfish

Secondary Consumer:Secondary Consumer:

Secondary Consumer:Secondary Consumer:
Great blue heron
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Photo: J.N. StuartPhoto: Dan Williams

Tertiary Consumer:
Eats crayfish, fish, frogs, and insects

Raccoon
Eats roadkill, bird eggs, baby birds, rabbits
Tertiary Consumer:
Common raven

Photo:  J.N. StuartPhoto: J.N. Stuart

Eats insects, fish, frogs, snakes, birds, muskrats and 
many plants

Tertiary Consumer:
Snapping turtle

Pond visitor can take baby birds & eggs
Tertiary Consumer:
Coyote
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Pond life cycle:

Photo: Dan Williams Photo: Brian Lang

Create your own card here!Illustration: Aaron Wiley

Decomposition, inlcudes underwater leaves
Pond life cycle:
Detritus

Includes sun, earth, water, air

Environment

Returns nutrients such as nitrogen, sulphur, and 
phosphorus to the pond

Pond life cycle:
Bacteria


