WILDLIFE NOTES

Pine marten
Martes americana

The pine marten isamember
of the family mustelidae, charac-
terized by the presence of scent
glands, 32 or more teeth, and five
toesonthehindfeet. Martensare
most similar to weasels as both
have long, slender bodies, short
legs, and rounded ears. Pinemar-
tens have shaggy coats and an
overall dark color —except for the
buffy throat and chest.

The golden-brown tail dark-
ens to blackish-brown on the tip.
It is about one-half the length of
the martens head and body. The
eyesand clawsaredark brown,
and the nose is black. Mea-
surementsincludetotal length
22to49inches, tail 6.5t09.5
inches, and hind
footthreeto

3.5inches.

The marten is most commonly
foundinthe San Juanand Sangrede
Cristo mountains. It has also been
sighted in the Jemez Mountains.

Pine martens inhabit mature
forests of spruce fir, Douglas fir,
and other conifersin northern New
Mexico. Ideal habitat includes
shady trees, fallen logsand stumps,
lush shrubs, and ground vegetation.
These animalsfeed on mice, voles,
redsquirrels, pikas, snowshoehares,
andcarrion. During certaintimesof

the year a large portion of their
diet isberries.
Martens
have been reported
asfrequentingtrees
andbeingintolerant
of human presence,
but recent studies
have shown that mar-
tensspend most of their
time on the ground and
in some instances are at-
tracted to areas of human
activity.
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Females
produce one lit-
ter of three to
‘four young in
thespring. The
gestation pe-
riod of eight to
nine months is
quite long, due
to delayed im-

%‘@ plantation. The
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fertilized egg does not attach to
the womb until some time after
mating occurs.

AlthoughwidespreadinNorth
America, pinemarten popul ations
havesuffered declinesduetoover-
exploitation for furs and loss of
habitat from|umbering operations
and other activities. Recent
records indicate that the species
probably has declined in New
Mexico to the point of extreme
rarity. Even now, some martens
may bekilled by humans—includ-
ing occasionally by trappers.

Habitat preservation or resto-
rationisnecessary tomaintainthis
speciesin New Mexico. In addi-
tion, laws against killing and un-
necessary collection should re-
main asthey are. Finally, martens
could betransplantedinto areasof
suitable habitat, if supported by
scientific studies.
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Pine marten tracks — Actual size

2 inches




