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Monday, October 23, 2023 at 14:40:59 Mountain Daylight Time

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hunter Education Rule Revision - input

Date: Wednesday, September 27, 2023 at 4:06:07 PM Mountain Daylight Time
From: Russell Ligon

To: DGF-HunterEducation-Rule

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments. :

Hello,
My name is Russell Ligon, and | am a NM hunter and parent.

I cannot attend the meeting tomorrow, but would like to voice my support for the proposed changes to close the
loophole that currently allows kids under 10 years to take online versions of hunters' education.

| support the 10 year old cut-off for online courses.
Thank you.

Russell Ligon



Monday, October 23, 2023 at 14:40:48 Mountain Daylight Time

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hunter Education Minimum Age Out-of-State

Date: Wednesday, September 27, 2023 at 4:51:45 PM Mountain Daylight Time
From: Easton Hamblin

To: DGF-HunterEducation-Rule

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Hello,

I would like to comment in support of this new proposal to exclude out of state online certification under the age of
10.

NM Resident for 13+ years.

Thank you,
Easton Hamblin




Monday, October 23, 2023 at 14:40:40 Mountain Daylight Time

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hunter education reform

Date: Wednesday, September 27, 2023 at 5:12:04 PM Mountain Daylight Time
From: Chris

To: DGF-HunterEducation-Rule

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

To whom it may concern,

| am one of those parents who had my 7 year old take the California hunter education course. The sole reason | went
this route is because it is near impossible to sign my child up for the local in person hunter education program. The
one or two courses that are available in our part of the state fill within 1-3 seconds of opening. This is not an
exaggeration. There are 10-20 spots of in person class available in San Juan county and I'd guess there are probably
10 times as many that would like to participate.

I'd like to add that the California hunter education class my son took was much more extensive and time involved
then the New Mexico in person class that my two daughters took when they were 7 and 8. The California course took
my son, | was there by his side ensuring he understood everything, over 20 hours to complete.

I'm sad to hear there are people abusing the system. That said, you would need to have 8-10 times as many in person
classes if you limit the age of these online classes. The only reason all of my associates and | have our kids take the
classes online is because none of us were able to get our kids into the local classes.

The chief complaint being discussed is ages 5 and under supposedly taking tests and hunting. It's not 6 and 7 year
olds taking the online classes. Speak to your instructors and you will find there is no question a 6 and 7 year old can
be capable of taking a hunter education test.

I'd propose changing the age of the NM online course to age 6 or 7 or adding dozens more in person courses. What's
currently proposed severely limits access to hunter education for kids capable and wanting to hunt with

their parents.

Sincerely,
Dr. Giblette



Monday, October 23, 2023 at 14:40:31 Mountain Daylight Time

Subject: [EXTERNAL] NM Hunter Ed proposed changes

Date: Wednesday, September 27, 2023 at 7:33:40 PM Mountain Daylight Time
From: RobertT

To: DGF-HunterEducation-Rule

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

| absolutely support the recommended draft changes requiring hunter and tag applicants be a minimum of ten years
of age.

It is absurd thinking children 3, 4, up to 9 can comprehend the hunter ed info and be safe handling a firearm in a
hunting situation.

I hunt and do not want to be in the field with a youth who is not capable of thoroughly knowing hunting rules and
conditions and able to physically safely handle a firearm.

Robert Truncellito

Las Cruces, NM



Monday, October 23, 2023 at 14:40:24 Mountain Daylight Time

Subject: [EXTERNAL] New Hunter Education Rule

Date: Wednesday, September 27, 2023 at 7:41:29 PM Mountain Daylight Time
From: rvonwolff vwhome.org

To: DGF-HunterEducation-Rule

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

I am a long time Hunter Education and Youth Shooting Sports Instructor. | have always had concerns
about the online HE certifications and that folks might be gaming the system with adults helping their
kids pass the final online tests. | have come to terms with NM’s plans, by meeting some of the youth
both out in the field and youth shooting sport competitions that require HE Certificates to participate.
I am concerned about the out of state HE certs especially when you see a three-year-old applying for
big game tags in NM with an out of state HE Certification.

I would like to amend what is being proposed the rule on age limit of 10 years of age to be able to hunt
in the state of NM with an out of state HE certification. | think we could accommodate a the under 10
years of age group with an out of state HE Cert., by making them the get a stamp or something similar
that shows the have presented them self to a certified NM Hunter Education Instructor and pass the
Fire Arms Proficiency test that we give in NM HE Classes. The NM HE Instructor could then send in
the test results to the HE Office for some type of number or stamp that could be applied to the out of
state HE Card. | know there is a lot of details to work out on the particulars, | believe it is worth in and
would put a lot of concerns to rest. | don’t want to discriminate against the under 10 age group of
youth that have worked hard but just could not get to an in person class. It is my understanding the
Florida handles it this way also.

Please consider this in you thought process.

Thanks,

Richard L Von Wolff




Monday, October 23, 2023 at 14:40:16 Mountain Daylight Time

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hunter Education Changes

Date: Wednesday, September 27, 2023 at 7:52:02 PM Mountain Daylight Time
From: Wild Trout

To: DGF-HunterEducation-Rule

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Hello

Jeff Young from Sandia Park. | have been hunting in NM since 1971, a volunteer hunter ed instructor for a dozen years
(or something like that), a coach and volunteer at the Youth Hunter Education Challenge for 15 years.

| also introduced two boys to the tradition of hunting and they still hunt today.

First, thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Closing the loophole for out of state on line classes makes perfect sense. Please move forward with that.
The other changes that you propose to adopt into rule are fine EXCEPT

My biggest concern is the HUGE influx of on-set hunters. That is, hunting adults who do not have a hunting
background. | have seen the problems firsthand, not just from a safety perspective, but from an ethics and
responsibility standpoint. There is lack of understanding not only of firearms but of conservation in general. They

have no knowledge of how we got where we are today and do not appreciate the important role Game and Fish plays
in protecting our resources. It is discouraging and disappointing. Many others in my circles confuse the 2nd '
amendment with hunting. Hunter Education takes care of this confusion. And | would stretch to say it;s not only the
onset hunters, but many who got to skip the hunter ed class or need a refresher.

I have no concern about kids taking a hunter ed course and do not believe there should be a minimum age. My oldest
was 7 and my youngest was 9. | have certified kids as young as 6. And see the youngsters perform at the Youth
Hunter Education Challenge. They have 150 kids there every year and thank the Lord and some incredible parents. |
have never seen an accident. So please don't change the min age. | understand that isn/t what is proposed here but
believe it's already coming up in some circles.

I would like to see everyone applying for a license be required to take hunter education OR at least participate in
mentored hunting until they can take one. Colorado requires anyone applying or buying a tag

to take it. Montana requires everyone after 1985. | understand there is a resource problem and also believe the on-
line just doesn't cut it.

I understand the Game and Fish has done the best they can at meeting the demand. But, by requiring everyone to
take hunter education we are protecting the resource of wildlife and our natural resources. | sat in on a zoom
meeting on this with hunter education. And they confirmed that the hunting incidents and accidents DO NOT occur



Monday, October 23, 2023 at 14:40:04 Mountain Daylight Time

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hunter Education Rule

Date: Wednesday, September 27, 2023 at 8:57:31 PM Mountain Daylight Time
From: bif barlow

To: DGF-HunterEducation-Rule

CC: Morgan, Jennifer S., DGF

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

to whom it may concern:

Thank you for allowing me to input into the meeting.

First and foremost, maintaining the integrity of the Hunter Safety program without excluding
any individual regardless of age, gender, ethnic background. financial or any other criteria
potentially inhibiting them from learning firearm safety or rudimentary hunting skills is primary.
To do so would potentially discourage individuals that have expressed an interest in these
areas.

Having said this, a certain amount of "common sense" is applicable. As a hunter safety
instructor since the 1980's | have experienced many exceptional students as well as many
questionable students with age variations from 6 yr. old to advanced adulthood. Levels of
comprehension, retainability of the classroom work to the demonstration of proficiency
covered a vast spectrum.

The burdens & business of everyday life can create difficulties in "in person" attendance to
traditional in person class, | personally feel a mechanism to validate the safe carrying,
handling, storage of firearms is absolutely critical prior to using a firearm at a range, in the
field, or in the home prior to issuance of a hunter safety card to any age individual. As
mentioned tonight in the hunter ed zoom meeting, care to make sure the process does not
over burden the NM Dept. of Game and Fish nor the volunteers is a concern. Also mentioned
was the basic material covered in the program is minimally the same for all states and
countries accepting reciprocity.

Would it be possible to be eligible for draw hunts of any species in New Mexico to require the
hunter safety card that allows participation in draw hunts to meet minimal requirements of
both didactic and demonstratable proficiency components. Currently, in my professional area
of pharmacy in order to obtain a certificate certifying | personally will have the knowledge and
physical skills to administer tests and treatments for Covid, Flu, and Strep a 10-hour course
is required. It is all online, 6 hours of classroom work followed by 4 hours of "live" training via
zoom. | am certain many vocations and professions require something similar to issue
certifications. A zoom meeting could be arranged with minimal intrusions into daily
schedules. Could something along this line be instituted without excluding anyone or
requiring intervention from a legislative body.

Again, thank you for allowing input.
Respectfully yours,

Kenneth L Hargues



Monday, October 23, 2023 at 14:39:39 Mountain Daylight Time

Subject: [EXTERNAL] September 27th Instructor Meeting
Date:  Wednesday, September 27, 2023 at 9:03:23 PM Mountain Daylight Time

From: Brian K Frank
To: DGF-HunterEducation-Rule

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

1) NM Fish and Game Crew did a wonderful presentation explaining why they proposed what they did
2) NM will never stop all dishonest hunters from extorting the online Hunter Education as long as reciprocity is

allowed
3) The top program is Alaska Hunter Safety, if NM could inch their way that direction that would be great

4) | read the proposed plan for 2024; it's a great start given the hand dealt.



Monday, October 23, 2023 at 14:39:30 Mountain Daylight Time

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hunter Education Rule change

Date: Wednesday, September 27, 2023 at 10:46:15 PM Mountain Daylight Time
From: A Marti

To: DGF-HunterEducation-Rule

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commissioners,

I am a concerned citizen and sportsman. |love to hunt. | attended Hunter Safety training as a youth and an adult
with my children who were both 12 years old at that time. | wanted them to be able to physically be able to handle a
rifle by themselves, so | made them wait.

| firmly support implementing a minimum age of 10 years to attend a youth training program and to apply for a big
game tag. | support the attendance of live training, not on-line training for both residents and non-residents.

A few years ago, my oldest son drew a youth elk tag. While in the field, we spotted a group of hunters so we glassed
them from a distance. | saw two small boys attempting to lift their rifles up so as to shoot. Neither could do it.
When we approached them, we found a grandpa, a father, and two young boys with youth tags. Neither of those
boys could handle those weapons by themselves. And we saw no shooting sticks in their possession. This has been
going on for years now. So yes, | believe that someone other than the boys would be taking the shot if available.

This situation is neither safe nor ethical. How are we supposed to believe a one year old can carry, handle, and shoot
a high powered rifle?? They cannot. You have the power to fix this problem.

It is your duty to take action, please do so.

Israel L. Martinez



Monday, October 23, 2023 at 13:57:21 Mountain Daylight Time

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hunter Education Rule

Date:  Thursday, September 28, 2023 at 6:23:51 AM Mountain Daylight Time
From: Jim Bates

To: DGF-HunterEducation-Rule

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Simply stated, any child under a certain age (my recommendation being "under 10") should be
required to demonstrate proficiency in shooting ability (as well as the usual safety and ethics
requirements) before they can hunt. A system should be put in place wherein the parent/guardian of
the child would have to schedule a time/date with a G&F representative at a designated shooting
facility and the child would have to physically demonstrate shooting proficiency, firearms handling, and
safety. Only after "passing" such testing requirements would the child be able to purchase/apply for
hunting permits.

In addition, no child under a certain age (my recommendation would be "under 6" should be allowed
to participate in a "mentoring" program where the child is allowed to "hunt"...that is, shoot at wildlife
with a firearm. Children of that age could accompany their parent/guardian/adult, but should not be
able to actually hunt. In my opinion (and personal experience), children under the age of six are rarely
competent enough with firearms to be shooting at animals, and just as importantly, are mostly
incapable of understanding the ethical considerations involved in participating in hunting.

Jim Bates,
Las Cruces



Monday, October 23, 2023 at 13:57:09 Mountain Daylight Time

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Opposition of proposed change to hunter education rule
Date: Thursday, September 28, 2023 at 6:53:25 AM Mountain Daylight Time
From: Jeremy Kohler

To: DGF-HunterEducation-Rule

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission:

| am writing in opposition of the proposed change in hunter education rule regarding the age
restriction for acceptance of out of state online hunter education certifications. | believe this is a case
of just a few once again impacting the many. It is only speculation that some very young individuals
(1-4 years old) are obtaining hunter education certificates by the actions/efforts of parents or
guardians. | would also be suspicious of this, and his could very well be the case for some, but rules
need to be made based on facts, not feelings. At the age of 5, both of my children were reading,
writing, comprehending written material, and physically competent in the safe handling of firearms
and hunting equipment. They have both had safe and successful hunts and experiences here in the
state of New Mexico while being younger than 10 years old. The minimum age of 10 years old for
reading, writing, and comprehending academic material why should they not be eligible to obtain an
online hunter education? |do appreciate the fact that there are no age restrictions for in person
courses and certifications; however, it is extremely difficult to find and attend an available in person
course; | tried for several years for both of my children, but could not find an open course to
accommodate. As a result, both completed online courses and certifications. Again, | am in opposition
to the change in the rule - as proposed. In lieu, please consider revisiting the age restriction for
acceptance of online certifications to a minimum age of 5 years old - regardless of state.

Your consideration is most appreciated.
Respectfully,

Jeremy Kohler
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