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STATE GAME COMMISSION MEETING AND RULE MAKING NOTICE 

The New Mexico State Game Commission (“Commission”) will be hosting a rule hearing on Friday, March 8, 2024 

beginning at 9:00 a.m. at the New Mexico Department of Game and Fish Northwest Area Office, 7816 Alamo Rd. 

NW, Albuquerque, NM 87120. For instructions on how to attend this meeting, either in-person or virtually, visit the 

Department’s website at https://www.wildlife.state.nm.us/commission/webcast/. The purpose of this meeting is to 

hear and consider action as appropriate on proposed changes for the Hunter Education Rule. 

Synopsis for the Hunter Education Rule 

The proposal is to update the Hunter Education Rule, 19.36.3 NMAC, which will include changes to the existing 

rule and will become effective April 1, 2024 through March 31, 2028.  

PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE HUNTER EDUCATION RULE 

The proposed changes to the Hunter Education Rule will restrict the acceptance of out-of-state Hunter Education 

certifications to ages 9 and above, due to some states having no minimum age restrictions on their online Hunter 

Education certifications. The proposed changes will be added to the existing Hunter Education Rule and will 

become effective April 1, 2024 through March 31, 2028.  

A full text version of changes in available on the Department’s website at: www.wildlife.state.nm.us. 

Interested persons may submit comments on the proposed changes to the Hunter Education Rule at: DGF-

HunterEducation-Rule@state.nm.us; or individuals may submit written comments to the physical address below.  

Comments are due by 5:00 p.m. on March 6, 2024. The final proposed rules will be voted on by the Commission 

during a rule hearing on March 8, 2024. Interested persons may also provide data, views or arguments, orally or in 

writing. 

Full copies of the text of the proposed new rule, technical information related to the proposed rule changes, and the 

agenda can be obtained from the Office of the Director, New Mexico Department of Game and Fish, 1 Wildlife 

Way, Santa Fe, New Mexico, 87507, or from the Department’s website at 

https://www.wildlife.state.nm.us/commission/proposals-under-consideration/. This agenda is subject to change up to 

72 hours prior to the meeting. Please contact the Director’s Office at (505) 476-8000, or the Department’s website at 

www.wildlife.state.nm.us for updated information.  

If you are an individual with a disability who needs a reader, amplifier, qualified sign language interpreter, or any 

other form of auxiliary aid or service to attend or participate in the hearing or meeting, please contact the 

Department at (505) 476-8000 at least one week prior to the meeting or as soon as possible. Public documents, 

including the agenda and minutes, can be provided in various accessible formats. Please contact the Department at 

(505) 476-8000 if a summary or other type of accessible format is needed.

Legal authority for this rulemaking can be found in the General Powers and Duties of the State Game Commission 

17-1-14, et seq. NMSA 1978; Commission’s Power to establish rules and regulations 17-1-26, et seq. NMSA 1978.
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CANCELLATION NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 

Public Notice.  The State Game Commission gives notice that the public rule hearing scheduled January 12, 2024, 

has been cancelled.  This rule hearing will be rescheduled and noticed at a later date. 



New Mexico Register / Volume XXIV, Issue 23 / December 5, 2023 

STATE GAME COMMISSION MEETING AND RULE MAKING NOTICE 

 

The New Mexico State Game Commission (“Commission”) will be hosting a rule hearing on Friday, January 12, 

2024 beginning at 9:00 a.m. at the Santa Fe Community Convention Center, 201 W Marcy Street, Santa Fe, NM 

87501. For instructions on how to attend this meeting, either in-person or virtually, visit the Department’s website at 

https://www.wildlife.state.nm.us/commission/webcast/. The purpose of this meeting is to hear and consider action as 

appropriate on proposed changes for the Hunter Education Rule. 

 

Synopsis for the Hunter Education Rule 

 

The proposal is to update the Hunter Education Rule, 19.36.3 NMAC, which will include changes to the existing 

rule and will become effective April 1, 2024 through March 31, 2028.  

 

PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE HUNTER EDUCATION RULE 

 

The proposed changes to the Hunter Education Rule will restrict the acceptance of out-of-state Hunter Education 

certifications to ages 9 and above, due to some states having no minimum age restrictions on their online Hunter 

Education certifications. The proposed changes will be added to the existing Hunter Education Rule and will 

become effective April 1, 2024 through March 31, 2028.  

 

A full text version of changes in available on the Department’s website at: www.wildlife.state.nm.us.  

 

Interested persons may submit comments on the proposed changes to the Hunter Education Rule at: DGF-

HunterEducation-Rule@state.nm.us; or individuals may submit written comments to the physical address below.  

Comments are due by 5:00 p.m. on January 10, 2024. The final proposed rules will be voted on by the Commission 

during a rule hearing on January 12, 2024. Interested persons may also provide data, views or arguments, orally or in 

writing. 

 

Full copies of the text of the proposed new rule, technical information related to the proposed rule changes, and the 

agenda can be obtained from the Office of the Director, New Mexico Department of Game and Fish, 1 Wildlife 

Way, Santa Fe, New Mexico, 87507, or from the Department’s website at 

https://www.wildlife.state.nm.us/commission/proposals-under-consideration/. This agenda is subject to change up to 

72 hours prior to the meeting. Please contact the Director’s Office at (505) 476-8000, or the Department’s website at 

www.wildlife.state.nm.us for updated information.  

 

If you are an individual with a disability who needs a reader, amplifier, qualified sign language interpreter, or any 

other form of auxiliary aid or service to attend or participate in the hearing or meeting, please contact the 

Department at (505) 476-8000 at least one week prior to the meeting or as soon as possible. Public documents, 

including the agenda and minutes, can be provided in various accessible formats. Please contact the Department at 

(505) 476-8000 if a summary or other type of accessible format is needed. 

 

Legal authority for this rulemaking can be found in the General Powers and Duties of the State Game Commission 

17-1-14, et seq. NMSA 1978; Commission’s Power to establish rules and regulations 17-1-26, et seq. NMSA 1978. 







TITLE 19             NATURAL RESOURCES AND WILDLIFE 

CHAPTER 36     WILDLIFE EDUCATION AND TRAINING 

PART 3                 HUNTER EDUCATION 

  

19.36.3.1               ISSUING AGENCY:  New Mexico department of game and fish. 

[12/30/95; 19.36.3.1 NMAC - Rn, 19 NMAC 36.1.1, 1/1/2013; A, 1/1/2021; 4/1/2024] 

  

19.36.3.2               SCOPE:  Hunters under the age of eighteen years. 

[12/30/95; 19.36.3.2 NMAC - Rn & A, 19 NMAC 36.1.2, 1/1/2013; A, 1/1/2021; 4/1/2024] 

  

19.36.3.3               STATUTORY AUTHORITY:  Sections 17-2-33 through 17-2-35 NMSA 1978 create the 

Hunter Training Act and give the department of game and fish the authority to promulgate rules to implement the 

provisions of the act. 

[12/30/1995; 19.36.3.3 NMAC - Rn & A, 19 NMAC 36.1.3, 1/1/2013; 4/1/2024] 

  

19.36.3.4               DURATION:  January 1, 2021 through December 31, 2024. April 1, 2024 through December 31, 

2028.  

[12/30/1995; 19.36.3.4 NMAC - Rn, 19 NMAC 36.1.4, 1/1/2013; A, 1/1/2021; 4/1/2024] 

  

19.36.3.5               EFFECTIVE DATE:  December 30, 1995 April 1, 2024, unless a later date is cited at the end of 

a section. 

[12/30/1995; 19.36.3.5 NMAC - Rn & A, 19 NMAC 36.1.5, 1/1/2013; 4/1/2024] 

  

19.36.3.6               OBJECTIVE:  Regulation designed to carry the provisions of the Hunter Training Act. 

[12/30/1995; 19.36.3.6 NMAC - Rn, 19 NMAC 36.1.6, 1/1/2013; 4/1/2024] 

  

19.36.3.7               DEFINITIONS:  [RESERVED] 

  

19.36.3.8               HUNTER TRAINING COURSE REQUIRED:  It shall be unlawful for any person under the 

age of eighteen years to purchase or apply for any type of firearm hunting license unless that person has first 

successfully completed the New Mexico hunter training course or a hunter training course of another state which is 

approved by the New Mexico department of game and fish. Effective April 1, 2025, an approved hunter training 

course of another state may only be utilized by persons age nine (9) years and older. 

[6/25/1990; 19.36.3.8 NMAC - Rn & A, 19 NMAC 36.1.7, 1/1/2013; A, 1/1/2021; 4/1/2024] 

  

19.36.3.9               TYPES OF COURSES: 

                A.            A person under the age of eighteen years who satisfies the requirements of either of the 

following training courses shall be issued a certificate following successful completion of a hunter training course: 

                                (1)           Completion of an approved hunter training course comprised of class work and 

firearms proficiency training and testing; or 

                                (2)           completion of an approved hunter training course comprised of a written lesson and 

testing and current registration in the department’s mentored-youth program. 

                B.            Registration in the department’s mentored-youth program is limited to first-time youth hunters, 8 

to 17 years of age, for a period of two consecutive license years and a person shall register in the program only once. 

                C.            Mentored-youth program hunters may hunt with a firearm only after successful completion of 

the written lesson and testing portion of the course and while supervised by a licensed and mentor certified or hunter 

education certified parent, guardian or another licensed adult with consent of the parent or guardian who is within 

unaided voice and sight distance. 

                                (1)           Mentors shall possess a mentor certification number obtained after completion of a 

hunter training course comprised of a written lesson and testing and current registration in the department’s 

mentored-youth program; or 

                                (2)           shall possess a hunter education certification number obtained through a New Mexico 

hunter training course or a hunter training course of another state which is approved by the New Mexico department 

of game and fish. 

                D.            Mentored-youth program hunters shall be limited by age to hunt as follows: 

                                (1)           Mentored-youth under the age of ten years shall be limited to hunting small-game; or 



                                (2)           mentored-youth ten to seventeen years of age shall be limited to hunting small-game, 

turkey, deer, pronghorn antelope and javelina. 

[19.36.3.9 NMAC - N, 1/1/2013; A; 12/30/2014; A, 1/1/2021; 4/1/2024] 

  

19.36.3.10             PENALTY:  Any person violating the provisions of 19.36.3.8 NMAC is guilty of a petty 

misdemeanor and will be subject to penalties provided in Section 31-19-1, New Mexico Statutes Annotated, 1978 

Compilation. 

[6/25/1990; 19.36.3.10 NMAC - Rn & A, 19 NMAC 36.1.8, 1/1/2013; 4/1/2024] 

  

19.36.3.11             REVOCATION OF HUNTER TRAINING CARD: 

                A.            Hunter training certification will be revoked in accordance with 19.31.2 NMAC. 

                B.            Hunter training certification may also be revoked for negligent use of a firearm. 

[6/25/1990, 12/30/1995; 19.36.3.11 NMAC - Rn, 19 NMAC 36.1.9, 1/1/2013; A, 1/1/2021; 4/1/2024] 

  

19.36.3.12             LIVE-FIRING COURSES: 

                A.            Live-firing courses may be taught in conjunction with hunter education classes, in accordance 

with policies and procedures developed by the agency and distributed to certified instructors. 

                B.            Live-firing courses may be taught only by hunter education instructors certified in live-firing 

instruction. 

[10/3/1991; 19.36.3.12 NMAC - Rn, 19 NMAC 36.1.10, 1/1/2013; 4/1/2024] 

  

HISTORY OF 19.36.3 NMAC:  

History of repealed materials: 

19.36.3 NMAC, Hunter Education, 12/2/2014 – Repealed effective 1/1/2021. 

19.36.3 NMAC, Hunter Education, 1/1/2021 – Repealed effective 4/1/2024. 

 

















AGENDA ITEM #12

NM State Game Commission Meeting: Albuquerque, NM

March 8, 2024

Rule Hearing on Hunter 

Education Rule 19.36.3 NMAC

James Pitman, Information and Education Division Chief
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Rule Development Timeline
§ August ‘23, October ‘23, March ‘24 – present at SGC 

meetings
§ September ‘23 – virtual HE instructor meeting and 

virtual/Albuquerque public meeting 
§ November ‘23 – final NMDGF proposed rule and 

technical information posted on website
§ March ‘24 – act on rule

J. Pitman, March 8, 2024 Slide 2 of 6



Rule Development Summary
§ NM HE honors OST HE

§ Some online HE no minimum age
§ Very young draw applicants

§ 2023 youngest age 3
§ Fraudulent, unsafe, impacts 

deserving applicants
§ Original proposal

§ limit OST HE to age 10 and older

J. Pitman, March 8, 2024 Slide 3 of 6



Rule Development Summary cont’d 
§ Instructor & Public Meetings

§ 54 in attendance
§ 44 Written Comments
§ Rural NM Concerns

§ state lines concern
§ online may be best option

§ Neighboring States
§ TX – 9 for in-person HE
§ AZ – 9 for in-person/online HE

J. Pitman, March 8, 2024 Slide 4 of 6



Current Proposal 

J. Pitman, March 8, 2024 Slide 5 of 6

§ Propose adding language to the rule:
§ Use of Out-of-State Hunter Education 

restricted to students ages 9 and older

§ If passed, valid for 4 years:
§ Effective April 1, ‘24 through March 31, ‘28

§ 2024 Draw Application Period Underway:
§ Suggest Section 19.36.3.8 valid April 1, ’25
§ Apply to all 2025-26 applications & hunts



J. Pitman, March 8, 2024

Questions?

Slide 6 of 6



Proposed Changes Summary to the Hunter Education Rule 19.36.3 NMAC 

The Department proposes a change to the Hunter Education Rule 19.36.3 NMAC regarding the 
current acceptance of any and all out-of-state hunter education certifications. The proposed 
change will address concerns that arose as the result of the lack of age restrictions on online 
hunter education certifications in some states, while still honoring certifications earned in other 
states by youth ages 9 and older. The updated Hunter Education Rule will be effective April 1, 
2024 through March 31, 2028. 

Currently the Hunter Education Rule states that it is “…unlawful for any person under the age of 
eighteen years to purchase or apply for…hunting license[s] unless that person has first 
successfully completed the New Mexico hunter training course or a hunter training course of 
another state…” 

Accepting certifications from states with no age restrictions on online hunter education allows 
very young residents and non-residents to circumvent courses that require the student to 
independently demonstrate an understanding of the course information and demonstrate that 
they are proficient in the safety skills presented. In some cases, individuals not yet able to pass 
a course independently are instead enrolled in a fully online course and heavily assisted by an 
adult. As a result, the youngest age of hunting draw applicants has decreased in recent years, 
with the youngest hunting draw applicant in 2023 being age 3.  

The Department believes that these cases are fraudulent, unsafe, and unfair to deserving draw 
applicants. In addition to the course being fraudulently taken by a parent or guardian, it is 
highly unlikely that these very young individuals are able to handle a firearm and any tags 
drawn would be illegally utilized by a parent or guardian. If these very young individuals are 
hunting in the field, it is potentially creating an unsafe environment for themselves and others 
as it is unknown if they have the knowledge and understanding necessary to be a safe and 
ethical hunter. Lastly, allowing these individuals to apply for hunting draw permits decreases 
the chances of deserving draw applicants from being successful in the draw and has the 
potential to decrease hunting opportunity for deserving draw applicants. 

The Department proposes changes the Hunter Education Rule to state that out-of-state hunter 
education certifications will be accepted only for students ages 9 and older. The updated 
Hunter Education Rule will be effective April 1, 2024 through March 31, 2028.  

Please send comments on the proposal to DGF-HunterEducation-Rule@state.nm.us. 

Exhibit 4

mailto:DGF-HunterEducation-Rule@state.nm.us


Technical Information for Hunter Education Rule 19.36.3 NMAC Amendment 

Out-of-State (OST) Hunter Education (HE) Use: 
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(Youth under the age of 18) 

 

Draw Application Information: 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



Out-of-State Hunter Education Requirements/Restrictions: 
 

 
 

 
*may be able to hunt younger with a mentor, on family property, and/or for birds/small game only 

 

 
 



 
*not including hybrid options with an in-person component 

 
 

New Mexico Hunter Education Courses: 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

New Mexico Hunter Education Instructor Polling: 
 

 
 

 
(What age cut off would you propose?) 

 



 
(At what age do you think a youth can safely and ethically hunt big game?) 

 

Written Public Comments Submitted as of 10/25/2023: 
 

 
 

  



PART 2 
HUNTER TRAINING ACT 

17-2-33. Use of firearms by minors. 

A.  It is unlawful after April 1, 1972, for any person born after January 1, 1958, to hunt with or 
shoot a firearm, unless: 

(1)       he is supervised by a parent, legal guardian or a responsible adult designated by the 
parent or guardian; or 

(2)       he carries a certificate indicating that he has successfully completed the New Mexico 
hunter training course or the hunter training course of another state which is approved by the New 
Mexico department of game and fish; or 

(3)       he is eighteen years of age or older. 

B.  It is unlawful after April 1, 1976, for any person under the age of eighteen years to hunt with or 
shoot a firearm unless he is carrying a certificate indicating that he has successfully completed the 
New Mexico hunter training course or a hunter training course of another state which is approved by 
the New Mexico department of game and fish. 

C.  Any person violating the pvovisions [provisions] of this section is guilty of a petty 
misdemeanor. 

History: 1953 Comp., § 53-2-46, enacted by Laws 1971, ch. 61, § 2. 

ANNOTATIONS 
Bracketed material. — The bracketed material was inserted by the compiler and is not part of the 
law. 

17-2-34. Hunter training program; instructor certification; certificate of 
competency. 

A.  The department of game and fish shall provide a course instruction in the safe handling of 
firearms for individuals interested in obtaining a certificate of competency in the safe handling of 
firearms. The department may cooperate with the superintendent of public instruction or any 
reputable association or organization as determined by the department and having as one of its 
objectives the promotion of safety in firearm handling. 

B.  The department of game and fish shall prescribe the type of instruction and the qualifications 
of instructors and shall designate annually those persons qualified to give instruction in the safe 
handling of firearms. Persons designated by the department of game and fish to be instructors are 
authorized to give the course of instruction in the safe handling of firearms to all interested persons. 
Upon the completion of the course and certification to the department by the instructor, the 
department shall cause to be issued, to the person instructed, a certificate of competency in the safe 
handling of firearms, which shall be valid unless revoked by the department of game and fish for such 
cause as determined by regulation of the department to be unsafe handling of a firearm. 



C.  The department of game and fish shall promulgate rules and regulations to implement the 
provisions of the Hunter Training Act [17-2-33 NMSA 1978]. 

History: 1953 Comp., § 53-2-47, enacted by Laws 1971, ch. 61, § 3. 

17-2-35. Exemption. 

Nothing in the Hunter Training Act [17-2-33 to 17-2-36 NMSA 1978] shall prohibit any person from 
carrying or shooting a firearm while participating in an organized and supervised shooting program, or 
while under the immediate and direct supervision of a parent, guardian or responsible adult, or while 
participating in a course of instruction in the safe handling of firearms offered by the department of 
game and fish. However, no exemption shall permit hunting without possession of a valid hunter 
training certificate. 

History: 1953 Comp., § 53-2-48, enacted by Laws 1971, ch. 61, § 4; 1981, ch. 306, § 1. 

17-2-36. Short title. 

This act [17-2-33 to 17-2-36 NMSA 1978] may be cited as the "Hunter Training Act". 

History: 1953 Comp., § 53-2-49, enacted by Laws 1971, ch. 61, § 1. 

 
 

https://nmonesource.com/nmos/nmsa/en/item/4341/index.do#!b/17-2-33
https://nmonesource.com/nmos/nmsa/en/item/4341/index.do#!b/17-2-33
https://nmonesource.com/nmos/nmsa/en/item/4341/index.do#!b/17-2-36
https://nmonesource.com/nmos/nmsa/en/item/4341/index.do#!b/17-2-33
https://nmonesource.com/nmos/nmsa/en/item/4341/index.do#!b/17-2-36
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Wednesday, March 6, 2024 at 15:24:39 Mountain Standard Time

Subject: Fwd: [EXTERNAL] Hunter educa7on change
Date: Thursday, January 18, 2024 at 11:22:46 AM Mountain Standard Time
From: Sloane, Michael B., DGF
To: Pitman, James, DGF

FYI

Michael B. Sloane
Director
New Mexico Department of Game and Fish
1 Wildlife Way
Santa Fe, NM 87507
 
Ph.: 505/476-8148
Fax: 505/476-8123
 
Conserving New Mexico’s Wildlife for Future GeneraRons.
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail, including all aXachments is for the sole use of the intended recipient[s] and
may contain confidenRal and/or privileged informaRon. Any unauthorized review, use, copying, disclosure or
distribuRon is prohibited, unless specifically provided under the New Mexico InspecRon of Public Records Act. If you
are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender at once and destroy all copies of this message.

Begin forwarded message:

From: Jeremy Chambers <huntr4l1fe@msn.com>
Date: January 18, 2024 at 11:17:52 AM MST
To: "Sloane, Michael B., DGF" <michael.sloane@dgf.nm.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hunter educaKon change

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organizaRon. Exercise cauRon prior to clicking on links or
opening aXachments.

To whom it may concern:

Was told today that hunter educaRon age has changed for out of state hunter ed courses and they will
no longer recognize their cerRficaRon under 9. While I understand that people take advantage my
problem is that I have kids that I’ve seen hunt this previous year and have done so safely and have
accomplished a successful harvest. Now these kids will be forced to sit aside this year cause of a new
policy. A policy that isn’t wriXen anywhere, the new 24,25 rules clearly states all that’s required is a
hunter educaRon cerRficaRon in or out of state. I feel strongly that age kids 5 and over with mentor
supervision are perfectly capable of havin a safe and successful hunt and would like to see this new
policy reconsidered.

Sent from my iPhone

x-apple-data-detectors://3
tel:505/476-8148
tel:505/476-8123


Wednesday, March 6, 2024 at 15:24:12 Mountain Standard Time

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Hun0ng age requirement
Date: Sunday, February 18, 2024 at 2:10:25 PM Mountain Standard Time
From: Sloane, Michael B., DGF
To: Chad Farrell
CC: Pitman, James, DGF

Chad - thanks for reaching out with your thoughts. At the current 7me, anyone with a Hunter Ed cer7fica7on can
apply. The State Game Commission will consider the issue at its March 8 mee7ng. I will be sure your comment is
included. 

Mike

Michael B. Sloane
Director
New Mexico Department of Game and Fish
1 Wildlife Way
Santa Fe, NM 87507
 
Ph.: 505/476-8148
Fax: 505/476-8123
 
Conserving New Mexico’s Wildlife for Future Genera7ons.
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail, including all a\achments is for the sole use of the intended recipient[s] and
may contain confiden7al and/or privileged informa7on. Any unauthorized review, use, copying, disclosure or
distribu7on is prohibited, unless specifically provided under the New Mexico Inspec7on of Public Records Act. If you
are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender at once and destroy all copies of this message.

On Feb 18, 2024, at 1:19 PM, Chad Farrell <chadfarrell@rocketmail.com> wrote:

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organiza7on. Exercise cau7on prior to clicking on links or
opening a\achments.

Please consider postponing the new age requirement rule until 2025.  This will give parents and kids
time to get the new hunter's education required.  I would also add that I think the age for this new
requirement should be lowered to at least 8 years old.  Two of my three kids killed their first deer at
age 8 and the other at age 9.  

Thanks
Chad Farrell

x-apple-data-detectors://3
tel:505/476-8148
tel:505/476-8123












An audio recording file of the March 08, 2024 rule hearing for the Hunter Education Rule 
19.36.3 NMAC has been submitted with this packet for inclusion in the record. 
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COMMISSION MEETING AGENDA BRIEFING 

Meeting Date: March 8, 2024               Agenda Number:  12 

Presenter: James Pitman Corroborator: 

Agenda Title:  Rule Hearing on Hunter Education Rule 19.36.3 NMAC 

1. Summary of Agenda Item

Sections 17-2-33 through 17-2-35 NMSA 1978 create the Hunter Training Act and give the 
Department of Game and Fish the authority to promulgate rules to implement the provisions 
of the Act. The Hunter Education Rule 19.36.3 NMAC contains regulation designed to carry 
out the provisions of the Hunter Training Act. Rule clarification is needed to address recent 
advances in available technology that allow very young children (ex. age 3) to take and 
pass an online Hunter Education course and apply for the big game draw in New Mexico. 
Proposed changes address this rule clarification based on available data and public input. 

Specific proposed changes include: 

• Adding new language into rule that clarifies students utilizing Out-of-State Hunter
Education Certifications in New Mexico are restricted to hunters ages 9 and older.

• If passed, this rule would be valid for 4 years, effective April 1, 2024, valid through
March 31, 2028.

o Given that the 2024 draw application period is well underway and an April 1,
2024 implementation has the potential to impact current draw applications,
the Department is providing an alternative* that section 19.36.3.8 become
valid starting April 1, 2025 and be implemented for all 2025-26 draw
applications.

2. Background Information

While online Hunter Education courses existed prior to the Covid-19 pandemic, the number 
of available online Hunter Education courses, and public utilization of said online course 
offerings, increased significantly during the Covid-19 Pandemic.  

Some states that offer online Hunter Education courses do not set a minimum age to take 
and pass their courses online. The Hunter Education Rule 19.26.3 NMAC allows a hunter 
training course of another state to meet the hunter training course requirements in New 
Mexico. Rule clarification is needed to prevent students of any age meeting the current 
course requirement needed to hunt and submit applications for the big game draw in New 
Mexico.  

Specific proposed changes include: 

• Adding new language into rule that clarifies students utilizing Out-of-State Hunter
Education Certifications in New Mexico are restricted to hunters ages 9 and older.
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• If passed, this rule would be valid for 4 years, effective April 1, 2024, valid through
March 31, 2028.

o Given that the 2024 draw application period is well underway and an April 1,
2024 implementation has the potential to impact current draw applications,
the Department is providing an alternative that section 19.36.3.8 become
valid starting April 1, 2025 and be implemented for all 2025-26 draw
applications.

3. Strategic Plan References and Possible Impacts of Agenda Item

Amending the rule to address age requirements and restrictions for hunter training courses 
will help reduce the likelihood of hunter accidents due to very young children, unable to 
safely handle a firearm and unable to retain an understanding of firearm safety, attempting 
to hunt. Amending the rule to address age requirements and restrictions will also help 
reduce the likelihood of parents or guardians submitting big game draw applications for 
very young children in an attempt to illegally hunt themselves on any drawn tags.  

4. Considerations Regarding Duplications and/or Conflicts with Existing Rules or
Statutes

No conflict is known to exist in rules or statutes. 

5. Description and Summary of Public Involvement Process and Results

The Department posted, via its website, the proposed changes to the Hunter Education Rule, 
including the notice of public record, the summary of proposed changes, the technical 
information utilized in rule development, the underline/strikethrough version of the proposed 
rule, and a clean copy of the proposed rule. The Department also posted the presentations 
discussing proposed changes to the rule on the Department’s website, as well as posting the 
agenda item briefings and recordings of both the initial rule discussion and subsequent 
discussion presentations from the August 25, 2023 and October 27, 2023 Commission 
meetings. The Department held a virtual stakeholder meeting for Hunter Education instructors 
online, via Zoom, on September 27, 2023 and held a general public meeting in Albuquerque, as 
well as virtually via Zoom, on September 28, 2023. The Department has received a total of 44 
public comments as of March 4, 2024 via the DGF-HunterEducation-Rule@state.nm.us email 
address and comment cards at the public meeting.  

6. Suggested Motion

The Department respectfully suggests one of the following motions unless Commission
discretion indicates a different course of action:

Option 1 (as noticed):

“Move to adopt the proposed changes to 19.36.3 NMAC as presented by the Department,
with an effective date of April 1, 2024, and allow the Department to make minor corrections
to comply with filing this rule with State Records and Archives.”

Option 2 (alternative):

“Move to adopt the proposed changes to 19.36.3 NMAC as presented by the Department,
with an effective date of April 1, 2024, with the amendment that section 19.36.3.8 will

mailto:DGF-HunterEducation-Rule@state.nm.us
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become effective April 1, 2025 and apply to all 2025-26 draw applications and hunts, and 
allow the Department to make minor corrections to comply with filing this rule with State 
Records and Archives.” 
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TITLE 19             NATURAL RESOURCES AND WILDLIFE 

CHAPTER 36     WILDLIFE EDUCATION AND TRAINING 

PART 3                 HUNTER EDUCATION 

  

19.36.3.1               ISSUING AGENCY:  New Mexico department of game and fish. 

[12/30/95; 19.36.3.1 NMAC - Rn, 19 NMAC 36.1.1, 1/1/2013; A, 1/1/2021; 4/1/2024] 

  

19.36.3.2               SCOPE:  Hunters under the age of eighteen years. 

[12/30/95; 19.36.3.2 NMAC - Rn & A, 19 NMAC 36.1.2, 1/1/2013; A, 1/1/2021; 4/1/2024] 

  

19.36.3.3               STATUTORY AUTHORITY:  Sections 17-2-33 through 17-2-35 NMSA 1978 create the 
Hunter Training Act and give the department of game and fish the authority to promulgate rules to implement the 
provisions of the act. 

[12/30/1995; 19.36.3.3 NMAC - Rn & A, 19 NMAC 36.1.3, 1/1/2013; 4/1/2024] 

  

19.36.3.4               DURATION:  January 1, 2021 through December 31, 2024. April 1, 2024 through December 31, 
2028.  

[12/30/1995; 19.36.3.4 NMAC - Rn, 19 NMAC 36.1.4, 1/1/2013; A, 1/1/2021; 4/1/2024] 

  

19.36.3.5               EFFECTIVE DATE:  December 30, 1995 April 1, 2024, unless a later date is cited at the end of 
a section. 

[12/30/1995; 19.36.3.5 NMAC - Rn & A, 19 NMAC 36.1.5, 1/1/2013; 4/1/2024] 

  

19.36.3.6               OBJECTIVE:  Regulation designed to carry the provisions of the Hunter Training Act. 

[12/30/1995; 19.36.3.6 NMAC - Rn, 19 NMAC 36.1.6, 1/1/2013; 4/1/2024] 

  

19.36.3.7               DEFINITIONS:  [RESERVED] 

  

19.36.3.8               HUNTER TRAINING COURSE REQUIRED:  It shall be unlawful for any person under the 
age of eighteen years to purchase or apply for any type of firearm hunting license unless that person has first 
successfully completed the New Mexico hunter training course or a hunter training course of another state which is 
approved by the New Mexico department of game and fish. An approved hunter training course of another state may 
only be utilized by persons age nine (9) years and older. 

[6/25/1990; 19.36.3.8 NMAC - Rn & A, 19 NMAC 36.1.7, 1/1/2013; A, 1/1/2021; 4/1/2024] 
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19.36.3.9               TYPES OF COURSES: 

                A.            A person under the age of eighteen years who satisfies the requirements of either of the 
following training courses shall be issued a certificate following successful completion of a hunter training course: 

                                (1)           Completion of an approved hunter training course comprised of class work and 
firearms proficiency training and testing; or 

                                (2)           completion of an approved hunter training course comprised of a written lesson and 
testing and current registration in the department’s mentored-youth program. 

                B.            Registration in the department’s mentored-youth program is limited to first-time youth hunters, 8 
to 17 years of age, for a period of two consecutive license years and a person shall register in the program only once. 

                C.            Mentored-youth program hunters may hunt with a firearm only after successful completion of 
the written lesson and testing portion of the course and while supervised by a licensed and mentor certified or hunter 
education certified parent, guardian or another licensed adult with consent of the parent or guardian who is within 
unaided voice and sight distance. 

                                (1)           Mentors shall possess a mentor certification number obtained after completion of a 
hunter training course comprised of a written lesson and testing and current registration in the department’s 
mentored-youth program; or 

                                (2)           shall possess a hunter education certification number obtained through a New Mexico 
hunter training course or a hunter training course of another state which is approved by the New Mexico department 
of game and fish. 

                D.            Mentored-youth program hunters shall be limited by age to hunt as follows: 

                                (1)           Mentored-youth under the age of ten years shall be limited to hunting small-game; or 

                                (2)           mentored-youth ten to seventeen years of age shall be limited to hunting small-game, 
turkey, deer, pronghorn antelope and javelina. 

[19.36.3.9 NMAC - N, 1/1/2013; A; 12/30/2014; A, 1/1/2021; 4/1/2024] 

  

19.36.3.10             PENALTY:  Any person violating the provisions of 19.36.3.8 NMAC is guilty of a petty 
misdemeanor and will be subject to penalties provided in Section 31-19-1, New Mexico Statutes Annotated, 1978 
Compilation. 

[6/25/1990; 19.36.3.10 NMAC - Rn & A, 19 NMAC 36.1.8, 1/1/2013; 4/1/2024] 

  

19.36.3.11             REVOCATION OF HUNTER TRAINING CARD: 

                A.            Hunter training certification will be revoked in accordance with 19.31.2 NMAC. 

                B.            Hunter training certification may also be revoked for negligent use of a firearm. 

[6/25/1990, 12/30/1995; 19.36.3.11 NMAC - Rn, 19 NMAC 36.1.9, 1/1/2013; A, 1/1/2021; 4/1/2024] 

  

19.36.3.12             LIVE-FIRING COURSES: 

                A.            Live-firing courses may be taught in conjunction with hunter education classes, in accordance 
with policies and procedures developed by the agency and distributed to certified instructors. 
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                B.            Live-firing courses may be taught only by hunter education instructors certified in live-firing 
instruction. 

[10/3/1991; 19.36.3.12 NMAC - Rn, 19 NMAC 36.1.10, 1/1/2013; 4/1/2024] 

  

HISTORY OF 19.36.3 NMAC:  

History of repealed materials: 

19.36.3 NMAC, Hunter Education, 12/2/2014 – Repealed effective 1/1/2021. 

19.36.3 NMAC, Hunter Education, 1/1/2021 – Repealed effective 4/1/2024. 
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