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Wildlife Habitat Connectivity 
• Net-wire impedes wildlife movement, impacting their ability to

utilize resources:
o affects wildlife movement behavior
o limits access to habitat
o poses an entanglement threat
o risk of separating young from mother

• BLM, NMDGF, and many other organizations have
contributed significantly to achieving netwire conversion on a
landscape scale in Taos Plateau and Macho areas, yet
significant work remains in both landscapes as well as the NM
Bootheel region

• Conversion to wildlife friendly fence is recommended as an
important management action in New Mexico’s State Action
Plan and S.O. 3362 Improving Habitat Quality in Western Big-
Game Winter Range and Migration Corridors

• NMDGF will contract the conversion of netwire and non-wildlife friendly fence to wildlife-friendly fence within priority landscapes 
identified collaboratively by NMDGF and BLM.

• The goal is to accomplish approximately 5.5-7 miles of conversion in each landscape with habitat stamp funds
• This effort would be an extension of ongoing efforts on the Taos Plateau and Macho Landscapes, as well as the initiation of a new effort 

in the Bootheel landscape. In total, hundreds of miles of fence have already been converted to wildlife friendly fencing, which has 
enhanced wildlife movement and access across tens of thousands of acres.

• Estimated rate is $ 30,000-35,000 / mile, and estimated project cost of $200,000 per landscape (Macho, Bootheel, Taos Plateau)
• Budget Estimate: $600,000 ($200,000 per region)

Photo by Mark Watson 

Project Contacts: (MACHO)Danica Cooke-Roswell BLM-dcooke@blm.gov; (TAOS) Herb Chavez-Taos BLM-HChavez@blm.gov & Brock Lorenzen-NMDGF-
Brock.Lorenzen@dgf.nm.gov; (LAS CRUCES) Juan Gamon-Las Cruces BLM-jgamon@blm.gov & Jennifer D’Annibale-NMDGF-Jennifer.DAnnibale@dgf.gov 

Proposed Management Action 
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Macho (SE)

Wildlife Habitat Connectivity 

Taos Plateau 
(Northern)

Bootheel (SW)

Improve habitat connectivity in 
three diverse regions 

of New Mexico



Caitlin Ruhl (All)
Caitlin.Ruhl@dgf.nm.gov

Jenn D’Annibale (Las Cruces)
Jennifer.DAnnibale@dgf.nm.gov

Brock Lorenzen (Taos)
Brock.Lorenzen@dgf.nm.gov
 

MACHO
Danica Cooke
Roswell BLM
dcooke@blm.gov

Project Contacts

TAOS 
Herb Chavez
Taos BLM
hchavez@blm.gov

LAS CRUCES
Juan Gamon
Las Cruces BLM
jgamon@blm.gov

Wildlife Habitat Connectivity 

mailto:Caitlin.Ruhl@dgf.nm.gov
mailto:Jennifer.DAnnibale@dgf.nm.gov


CHALLENGE? 
      Fences impact landscape connectivity 
for wildlife
GOAL?
     Increase landscape permeability by 
converting net-wire and non-wildlife friendly 
fence  wildlife friendly fence

Wildlife Habitat Connectivity 
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Background
 Net-wire and non-wildlife friendly fence challenge

 impact wildlife movements 
 limit access to habitat 
 pose an entanglement threat
 risk separation of young from mother

 Secretarial Order 3362 Improving Habitat Quality in Western Big-
Game Winter Range and Migration Corridors and NM State Action 
Plan repeatedly recommends conversion to wildlife friendly fence 

 Collaborative history and trajectory 
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 188 Pronghorn have been translocated to Macho since 2014
 Important unfragmented area in SE NM
 Since 2012-144 miles converted, Since 2018 – 85 miles 

converted…>200 miles remain
 NM STATE ACTION PLAN 2023, Southeastern plains, Priority #1

 “Deer and pronghorn in this area are thought to make movements to take advantage 
of seasonal weather patterns. These movements are critical for the animals to meet 
energetic demands and complete their annual lifecycles. If their ability to move is 
impeded, they may not be able to acquire the necessary resources and their fitness, 
ability to rear young, and survival may be reduced”

 Pecos District BLM received $1 million dollars from the 
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law to go towards fence work in the 
next two years, with more funds being contributed by local soil 
and water conservation districts this year. 

 

Background-Macho
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Map-Macho
Currently, the BLM has 48 signed cooperative agreements on ranches in the 
Macho, meaning that there is potential to connect over 950,000 acres of 
habitat between all 48 ranches. New agreements are signed every year, 
increasing this total acreage. 



Background-Taos Plateau

map

 NM STATE ACTION PLAN 2023, 
Northcentral Landscape Priority #3

 Pronghorn, elk, deer, bighorn sheep
 Important winter range--GPS collars 

on elk and pronghorn 
 Almost 50 miles of fence converted 

(30 since 2020) 
 72 miles remain
 11 miles to be converted with stamp 

money June 2024 plus several other 
groups (BHA, Pheasants Forever, 
NWF, RMEF) supporting conversion 
elsewhere



Map-Taos Plateau



Background-Bootheel

Photo: Orrin Duvuvuei

• Net-wire and non-wildlife friendly fence 
challenge

impact wildlife movements 
limit access to habitat 
pose an entanglement threat
risk separation of young from mother

• Converting net-wire and non-wildlife friendly 
fence within the Las Cruces BLM district office is 
a priority for the office.  

• Around 40 miles of priority net-wire are identified 
within in the Pyramid Mountains south of Lordsburg. 

There are collared pronghorn to the east and north of the 
Pyramid Mountains.
The Pyramids are also great habitat for deer and javelina 



Map-Bootheel



History of Partnership

 BLM 
 NMDGF 
 NFWF 
 NWF 
 BHA 
 NMDOT 
 RMEF 
 MDF 

 TSWCD 
 NMSU 
 USGS 
 Pheasants 

Forever  
 Quail 

Forever

Photo: Mark Watson



Project Funding
• 5.5-7 miles of fence conversion in 

Macho, Bootheel, and Taos Plateau 
landscapes to enhance habitat 
connectivity for wildlife

• Estimated rate $30-35,000/mile
• Total estimated cost
 
 Macho  $200,000
 Taos Plateau  $200,000
 Bootheel  $200,000
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	Text2: -19
	Text1: Enhancing wildlife movement across landscapes through the conversion of netwire and non-wildlife friendly fence to wildlife friendly fence benefits a suite of New Mexico's big game species. This restoration action would impact three different regions of New Mexico, benefiting ungulates in the southeastern, southwestern and northcentral landscapes. Continued fence conversions in the Macho region and on the Taos Plateau will build on previous work and extend impact of modifications in both areas. Efforts in the Bootheel would kick off the beginning phase of a similar long-term project in southwest New Mexico
	Text3: Fund approximately 17-20 miles of fence conversion to unlock wildlife habitat and enhance migration corridors in three diverse regions of New Mexico on BLM managed lands: the Macho Landscape (SE), the Bootheel Landscape (SW), and Taos Plateau (NC).
	Text4: Historic sheep ranching activities led to the installation of netwire in these landscapes, but a shift to cattle ranching has negated its necessity and now only serves as a barrier to wildlife movement. BLM and many other organizations have been working to convert netwire and non-wildlife to wildlife friendly fence across New Mexico. 
	Text5: Estimated cost of net-wire and non-wildlife friendly fence removal + conversion to wildlife friendly fence......... $30,000-35,000/ mile
Estimated total......$200,000 per landscape ~ 5.5-7 miles per region 
	Text6: New Mexico State Action Plan 2023 highlights the importance of fence modification as a tool to open wildlife habitat, "Identifying movement corridors, seasonal ranges, and removing or modifying existing fencing in select areas may allow pronghorn and deer to more effectively utilize the landscape to meet their energetic demands."
	Text7: GPS collars on ungulates that winter on Taos Plateau have provided some data regarding wildlife movements in the context of fences. Analysis is ongoing. Taos BLM reports on the overall project in "Rio Grande del Norte National Monument Wildlife Friendly Fencing" which includes a current inventory and timeline of work.  Roswell BLM plans to install game cameras on some of the passes to gather movement data. Las Cruces BLM is considering a similar approach. 
	Text8: All wildlife, especially pronghorn, deer, elk and javelina
	Text9: Wildlife Habitat Connectivity


