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In 2021, the Citizen Advisory Committee held two separate prioritization meetings. The first meeting took place in 
July of 2021, while the second meeting occurred in November of 2021. The second meeting was unique in that the 
projects that were prioritized were designed solely for the benefit of fish and aquatic habitat. In total, the budget 
available between the two prioritizations was $3,250,000. 

In the August meeting a total of 26 projects were prioritized, with one project being removed from consideration 
after a CAC vote (seven springs cut and pile). In total, 18 of those projects were implemented successfully, 
resulting in thousands of acres of forest restoration through thinning and prescribed burns, improved wildlife 
habitat connectivity through installation of wildlife friendly fencing across several miles of public lands, wildlife 
water installations, erosion control and off highway vehicle management. 

In November, a second special prioritization meeting was held in order to prioritize large, landscape scale fish 
habitat projects. This fish project prioritization was implemented because of the new condition that a minimum of 
50% of habitat stamp funds benefit fish habitat, as per the recently renewed public land user stamp rule. In total, 
eight projects were brought forward, with one removed from consideration following a CAC vote (Polvadera 
Creek). Implementation of these projects spanned three state fiscal years. In total, five of the prioritized projects 
were implemented. The Hondo Tribs Slip Liner project was canceled due to the inability of the NMDOT to 
execute their portion of the project. Chihuahuenos Creek was canceled by the USFS due to logistical problems. 
The five completed projects resulted in significantly improved fish habitat that will enhance angler opportunities. 
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