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Deer Mice

Deer Mice 
(genus
Peromy-
scus) is a 
collective
name for 

that, to the casual observer, look 
much alike. The group is also 

Peromyscus

(Mus musculus). Deer Mice are 

of cities, from the Arctic Circle to 

these. Be
cause of their 

these mice 
constitute a 
major com
ponent of 
terrestrial

Mice be
cause their 
fur color 
resembles

Peromy-
scus

myskos

The most common species of 
Deer Mouse in the continental 

maniculatus.

RANGE

Alaska to Central America. 

HABITAT

DESCRIPTION

themselves have no such prob

tell them apart.

Even though Deer Mice species 

The Deer Mouse is a small 

from the nose to the tip of its tail. 

BEHAVIOR

upon, Deer Mice are quite secre
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rock crevices, tree cavities, brush 

cate using touch, visual, chemical, 

climbers. Lacking collarbones, 

tion of an inch high.

DIET/FEEDING

mental to trees. Deer Mice also 

get the calcium. 

ous insects, Deer Mice are ben

are critical components of the soil.

REPRODUCTION

season, females come into heat 

multiple females.

populate their habitats, but this 

of exotic species. Deer mice are 

DEER MICE and 
DISEASE

mon species of Deer Mouse 

a reservoir of hantavirus, an agent 
responsible for a human respira

person to another.

hantavirus, call the Department of 


