WILDLIFE NOTES

Coues' White-tailed Deer

Coues white-tailed deer, com-
monly calledwhitetails, oftenthrow
up their tails and display a snowy,
whiteunderside. Hencetheir name
describeswhat most peoplesee: flee-
ing whitetails. Coues whitetailsin
New Mexico are smaller than mule
deer and have a delicate appear-
ance.

The Coues white-tailed deer is
the smaller of the two subspeci es of
whitetailsfoundinNew Mexico. In
fact, the Coues whitetail issmaller
than any other deer in the United
States except the Florida Keys
white-tailed deer.

AnaverageCoues white-tailed
buck weighsonly 80 to 100 pounds
and standsonly 30to 32incheshigh
attheshoulder. Incontrast,aMaine
white-tailed buck
stands

40 inches at the shoulder, whilein
Texas abuck is about 36 inches at
theshoulder. A Coues white-tailed
doe weighs approximately 60 to 80
poundsand stands24to 26inchesat
theshoulder. Atbirth, fawnsweigh
only three to six pounds and are
only 10to 12 inchestall. Fawnsare
born with white spots but begin to
lose their spots when 30 to 40 days
old.

They have a distinctive white
'halo’ around the eyes and muzzle.
Most whitetails are slate gray in
color. However, in late summer
they may appear reddish brown,
especially around thetop of thetail.
Typical whitetail antlersareformed
by each individual tine (point)
branching off the main beam, un-
like mule deer antlers, whose tines

often branch or fork from an-
other tine. The main
beam on each side
curves inward and
may even touch at
thetips, givingthe

crown of antlers.
Doesdonot have
antlers.

At one year
of age, bucksmay
have oneto three
points on each
side, but spikes
are more com-
mon. M ost
~ bucks shed their

antlers in April or
May. New antlersbe-
gin to grow immedi-

appearance of a

ately after the old antlers are lost.
Brown epidermiscalled velvet cov-
ersthe growing antlers. Velvet al-
lowsnutrientstobecarriedthrough-
out the rapidly developing antlers.
Generdlyinlate September through
early October antlers stop growing
and the bucks rub the velvet off on
sapling trees and shrubs.

The rut or breeding season for
whitetailsisinthewinter. Thedeer
may made from November to Feb-
ruary, but the peak breeding is in
December and January. Fawnsare
born 190 to 210 days after concep-
tion, July through September. M ost
fawns are born in August.

Coues white-tailed deer are
primarily found in the southwest
portion of New Mexico. Whitetails
occur between 2,500 and 10,000
feetinelevation. Thiswiderangein
elevation encompassesawide vari-
ety of habitats. Chihuahuan desert
shrubs and grasslands, oak wood-
lands, mountain pine forests and
|eafy forestsalong streamscan con-
tain whitetails. Oak woodlands,
commonly found between 4,000 to
6,000 feet in elevation, harbor the
greatest number of Coues whiteta-
ils.

Whitetails, like most deer, are
browsers, primarily eating shrubs
and trees. They aso eat forbs
(weeds) wheninseason. Whitetails
will eat hundreds of different kinds
of plants. Buckwheat, velvet-pod
mimosa, false mesquite, mountain
mahogany, and wait-a-minute bush
are common shrubs eaten. They
also eat leaves and fruitsfrom mes-



quite, junipers, oaks, grasses and cacti.

Coues whitetails fall prey to many predators.
Coyotes, bobcats and mountain lions kill these deer,
especially fawnsor weaker, older deer. Dogsmay also
kill whitetails. Bears take an occasional deer and
golden eagleshave been knowntokill fawns, although
it is not common.

Thelittlewhitetailsare known to have small home
ranges. Coues bucks have an average home range of
four square miles, but spend themajority of their lifein
acoreareaof only 1.7 squaremiles. Thedoeshavean

average home range of two square miles, but spend
most of their time in a core area of only 0.7 square
miles. Thus one may see the same Coues whitetail
deer over and over againif onereturnstothesamearea.
Whitetails are polygamous; a buck will breed
many does to produce fawns. This behavior pattern
means fewer bucks than does can be present in the
population and thedoeswill still bebred. Thewhitetail
population can increase even though the bucks are

hunted.
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