New Mexico Habitat Stamp Program
Fisheries Project Opportunity

SINCE 1986

Project Title: |Chihuahuefios Creek Headwaters Restoration Project

|SantaFe National Forest | [Coyote Ranger District

Project Description:

This project will help improve the function of the creek’s headwaters to the benefit of multiple Forest uses, downstream river
conditions, and the long-term resilience of the creek’s Rio Grande cutthroat trout. Working with relevant stakeholders (the Santa Fe
National Forest, New Mexico Department of Game and Fish, New Mexico State Forestry, grazing permitees, Santa Clara Pueblo, and
others). Trout Unlimited has led the design of this project and expects to address the many concerns and impairments facing
Chihuahuefios Creek. The Cafiones watershed is functioning as “impaired” under the Forest Service Watershed Condition
Framework, and supports a conservation population of Rio Grande cutthroat trout (RGCT), which currently occupy less than 10% of
their historic habitat.

The Chihuahuefios Creek Headwaters Restoration Project will promote the long term sustainability of the RGCT by improving
watershed health and in-stream habitat through various restoration techniques such as: coarse woody debris installations including
BDA’s, cross veins, bank stabilization structures, rock drops, one rock dams, riffle redevelopments, pool creation, floodplain
reconnection, improved width to depth ratio, channel reconnection, wet meadow reestablishments, Zuni bowls, log drop structures,
and others. It will also improve fishing opportunities for native trout by providing easier habitat to fish.

The project will take place in Chihuahuefios Creek, a tributary to the larger Cafiones Creek watershed. Treatments will be focused in
the upper 4 miles of Chihuahuefios Creek. The waterway is made up of alternating meadow sections devoid of riparian vegetation in
between steeper gradient forested sections

Cost Estimate:  ($133,000.00 GMU: |6C

Other Project Partners and Contributions:

Trout Unlimited is committing Personnel Funding as well as Temperature Sensors for this Project
($60,500)
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	FEAT_NAME: Chihuahueños Creek Headwaters Restoration Project
	FEAT_DESC: This project will help improve the function of the creek’s headwaters to the benefit of multiple Forest uses, downstream river conditions, and the long-term resilience of the creek’s Rio Grande cutthroat trout. Working with relevant stakeholders (the Santa Fe National Forest, New Mexico Department of Game and Fish, New Mexico State Forestry, grazing permitees, Santa Clara Pueblo, and others). Trout Unlimited has led the design of this project and expects to address the many concerns and impairments facing Chihuahueños Creek. The Cañones watershed is functioning as “impaired” under the Forest Service Watershed Condition Framework, and supports a conservation population of Rio Grande cutthroat trout (RGCT), which currently occupy less than 10% of their historic habitat. 
The Chihuahueños Creek Headwaters Restoration Project will promote the long term sustainability of the RGCT by improving watershed health and in-stream habitat through various restoration techniques such as: coarse woody debris installations including BDA’s, cross veins, bank stabilization structures, rock drops, one rock dams, riffle redevelopments, pool creation, floodplain reconnection, improved width to depth ratio, channel reconnection, wet meadow reestablishments, Zuni bowls, log drop structures, and others. It will also improve fishing opportunities for native trout by providing easier habitat to fish.
The project will take place in Chihuahueños Creek, a tributary to the larger Cañones Creek watershed. Treatments will be focused in the upper 4 miles of Chihuahueños Creek. The waterway is made up of alternating meadow sections devoid of riparian vegetation in between steeper gradient forested sections
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