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Black bear

The name ‘black bear’ can be misleading. New Mexico’s black bears actually 
come in a variety of color phases ranging from black and brown, to cinnamon 
(the most common color), reddish and blonde.

An adult male black bear can weigh up to 400 pounds, though the average male 
weighs about 250 pounds. Female black bears typically weigh between 150 and 
180 pounds. Their powerful limbs each have five toes and five short, curved 
claws for digging and cutting. Their front feet are about as long as they are 
wide, but the hind feet are long and narrow and resemble a human foot. Black 
bears have strong muscular necks and are very adept climbers. Black bears can 
scramble up a tree with remarkable ease!

Black bears’ potential life span may 
exceed more than 30 years. In New 
Mexico, bears have been 
documented to live 20-25 years. In 
most of their range where they are 
hunted, the average life span is about 
7-8 years. Their most frequent causes 
of death are hunting by humans, pre-
dation by other bears and becoming a 
nuisance by getting accustomed to 
human food and subsequently having 
to be killed. For more information, go 
to http://www.wildlife.state.nm.us/
down-load/publications/wildlife/Black-
Bears-of-New-Mexico.pdf


