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Objectives

Share our Knowledge of Deer in Region

Share our Concerns

Urgent Biological Need and Public Support to Reform GMU2B 
Deer Management

Gain NMDGF Support for Change

Create a roadmap to Change Deer 

Management in GMU2B from 

òOpportunityó to òQualityó 

TIME SENSITIVE!
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Exceptional Habitat = Healthy Wildlife



Jicarilla Apache Nation

Wildlife Management Fund

Born out of Necessity: Native American Tribes are excluded from 

sharing over $1 Billion in Federal Excise Taxes that fund State Agencies 

Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act 1937 / Dingell -Johnson Funds

1983- Present; Sovereign Wildlife Management:

New Mexico v. Mescalero Apache Tribe, 462 U.S. 324 @ U.S. Supreme 

Court- June 13, 1983

Science, Data and Facts Guides Conservation

Spectacular Hunting Opportunities

Priority Tribal Members

World -class hunts Ą Self-reliant model of  funding



JICARILLA GAME AND FISH DEPARTMENT 

HISTORY AND VALUES

Est. 1957: Management Programs for 
All Fish and Wildlife Species

850,000-acres 

Of  which 131,283.5 acres purchased Ą
permanently protected

Our Commitment to Tribal 
Membership:

A Way of  Life: Proud Hunting 
Heritage

Strong public support and expectation 
for Quality Hunts

Vision and Support from Jicarilla 

Apache Leadership

Mule Deer are Sacred: 
Jicarilla Apache Quality of  Life: 
Cultural Identity, Purpose, Meaning



The science-based conservationthat mule deer 
require, is also the preservationof culture and 

lifeways that have grown and evolved with deer 
since the beginning of time



JGFD: A Premier Native American 
Wildlife Management Program

Tribal Wildlife Program of the 
Decade from the Native American 
Fish and Wildlife Society (1994) 

High Honors Recipient from the 
Harvard Universityõs Honoring 
Contributions in the Governance of 
American Indian Nations program 
(1999)

Sporting Heritage Award of 
Excellence from Sporting Classics 
Daily (2017)

Tribal Excellence in Conservation 
Award from the USFWS (2023)



Migration Science
Risk vs. Reward in Life 

Strategies:
Resident

Localized Nomadism

Facultative Migrant

Migrant

Migration is a LEARNED LIFE STRATEGY

Diversity = Resiliency

Populationõs Migration Portfolio  Ą the more 

routes, timings, distances, pace, habitat types, 

stopover sites, start and end locations, the better  

Migration Promotes Abundance (Seasonality of  

Ranges)





Rosa Study: One Example of  the San Juan Interstate Deer Herd reliant on 

GMU2B winter range (Sawyer, H. 2018)

òA National Treasureó: The San Juan Interstate Deer Herd



San Juan Interstate 
Wildlife Working Group (est. 1988)

Intended to promote the open communication and 

coordinated management of  migrating big-game

Members: CPW, JGFD, NMDGF, SUIT

Partners: BLM, USFS, State Land, Private

2009 MOU between Colorado (Gov. Ritter) and NM (Gov. 

Richardson)

Directed NMDGF and CPW to òwork togetheró in managing 

migratory wildlife BUT Excluded SUIT and JAN as signatories

Good Faith Annual Meeting- Present day




