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Management Guidance



Statewide  Fish Management Plan



Angler Trends – Annual Survey
5 Year Average – 260,000 angling 
licenses sold



Angler Trends – Annual Use Survey

Water Name Average Angler 
Days

San Juan River (Quality) 226,895

Fenton Lake 80,541

Red River 42,809

Lake Roberts 38,853

Navajo Reservoir 180,844

Elephant Butte Lake 277,268

Pecos River (Cowles) 111,423

Mineral Creek 142

Bull Creek 292

• Email survey to anglers
• Able to estimate use 

based upon proportion 
of responses

• Determine average 
angler days and harvest



Research and Management Section



K. Patten, January 12, 2024

Aquatic Species Restoration
• Rio Grande Cutthroat, Sucker and Chub – Rio 

Costilla
• Rio Grande Cutthroat – 

 Willow Creek (Pecos)

- RGCT              2006             2022              % Change



Aquatic Species Restoration
• Gila Trout Recruitment – Whitewater Creek

• Rio Grande Chub and Sucker – 
Bandelier National Monument



Tiger Muskie Management
 Quemado and 

Bluewater Lakes
 Fish kills at Quemado
 Overall successful



Aquatic Habitat and Access

• Rio Chama Habitat 
Improvements 2023 
Surveys

• Bill Evans 
Improvements

2023



Aquatic Habitat
• Bill Evans, Carlsbad Municipal



Aquatic Habitat – HSP Funds

• Willow Creek – Gila 
Trout

• Costilla Habitat – RGCT, RG Chub, RG 
Sucker



K. Patten, January 12, 2024

San Juan Tailwater Fishery
• Trout abundance in 

Special Trout Water 
reach of San Juan 
Tailwater Fishery

• Increased proportion of 
Brown Trout



San Juan Recovery Efforts
• PIT  Pass Boats - Razorback Sucker

• CO Pikeminnow Recruitment



Fire Response(s)



Fish Health
• Annual testing at fish 

hatcheries
• Wild populations – 

fish translocations
• Whirling Disease



• No Zebra or 
Quagga 
Mussels

• 2023 
• 45,841 

inspections
• 274 decons 

Aquatic Invasive Species



eDNA for Species Detection

T. Cimbal, June 17, 2022

• Species detection via water samples
• High resolution
• Rare taxa
• Presence of unwanted taxa

• Trout 
presence/absence

2019

2020

• TX hornshell detection in 
Black River



Fisheries Research
• Caballo Lake - Striped x White Bass 

Hybrids ~ 10% of white bass 
population sampled

• Largemouth Bass 
stocking 
effectiveness
• Recruitment at 

Clayton

• Chihuahua Chub Population Dynamics



Fisheries Research

• YY Brook Trout

• Rio Grande Chub Basin 
Assignment



Hatchery Section



Hatchery Contributions

249,846, 6%

3,014,344, 
72%

938,379, 
22%

Angler Days

Wild Fisheries Partial Hatchery Dependence Hatchery Dependent



Hatchery Production and Stocking
Species Pounds Stocked Fish Stocked

YY Brook Trout 188 5,626
Channel Catfish 43,358 26,015

Kokanee 906 317,843
Largemouth Bass 1,603 760,143

RG Cutthroat 2,825 354,699
Rainbow Trout 567,891 2,227,397
Tiger Muskies 15 900

Walleye 43 4,839,251
Wiper 48 56,976
Total 616,877 8,588,850



Spawning and Broodstock
• Rio Grande Cutthroat Trout – Seven 

Springs and Wild
• ~400,000 eggs annually
• 95% of wild diversity represented

• Largemouth Bass – Rock Lake
• ~250,000 fry and 14,000 fingerlings

• Walleye – Conchas and Santa Rosa
• ~30,000,000 eggs annually

• Kokanee – Heron  and Navajo Lake
• ~3,000,000 eggs annually

• Gila trout – Glenwood
• 2024 – First spawn at Glenwood



Hatchery Improvements
• Glenwood Renovation – Phase I and II

• Housing – New Mobile Home at Rock 
Lake and other improvements

• Rock Lake Decon and Improvements



Hatchery Improvements
 Septic and Mobile Homes – 

Los Ojos
 Drum Filters – Lisboa Springs
 Water Treatment System – 

Los Ojos
 Bridge – Red River
 Additional Capital Needs



Questions
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