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Big Game Migration Projects

» Herds mapped
» Mule deer: 10
» Elk: 7
» Pronghorn: 1

18 herds mapped and published
» Volumes 2, 3, 4 of: Ungulate Migrations of the Western

US (USGS report)

» Collaborative effort
» WEST (consulting for BLM projects), Navajo Nation,

Santa Ana Pueblo, NMSU/USGS, Tesuque Pueblo
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Rio Chama
(mule deer)

Reported data

Migration pathway
(timing, length)
Possible barriers
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New Moxico | Mule Desr
RioChama Mule Doer

319




SOLORADO

Northcentral
pronghorn

Fencesigrazing allotments

Bureau of Land Management

| | i
& It _— i North Central Forest Service |
o : T4 138 Pronghomn : Arizona | New Mexico % 64
7 Sunlord | EXPLANATION Liuge ! }. “i = i
. Low use corridor y I i |
4 Medium us corridor State - £
12 oo | Marassa <] I High use corridor L
x Romeog—a T stae Game & Fish [ permeability . .
D % ﬁ COLORADO g v
g Study 2 . s -
\ ‘ T = s [ =) = = X ; :
Antanita 4 - T {
/L/'O o \ . i E::; | nEWMEXICO iE o & § A i ;
% v b H n 5 F 10 _
» 5 =
o i Ny AR Lt A |
S T T NEW M -
Summer ‘/‘—R“' S B 13 t 3 s ”» ™
ol e  “Barrier behavior analySIS &
g ‘RS E= . r
AP i e
i < X s e X1 Winter = = = "r‘l
R ?— @ Ran
- ;i) e = o
T . Sed 10 1gentity wnicn rence -
JICARILLA ange =5 — Plateau | I
sERTION | - . A AN S
) - . £ ‘ % chiflg -
N7 2 . e  Cemodel x .
) N e | segments ma e ODSlructin J
& e Amaila e N . S I. \
7 X 5 S
1 \ = \ X carra o
N\ e , \ 5 glioe Pisdes Martuso f g
T ® ol movemen 5
A | e
5 \ \ | £ et
g ) 4 ¥ _1-\.'__-
“ N = * Will benefit other terrestrial species -~
B Stopovers ) w4
] Winter range T \ ) ( | Nl p
Corridor footprint VaY s
;er\'E\uofu i 4/ 9 "'u"
P s ‘ {1 S. Liley, January 10, 2025
0 75 10 15MUES N \ =
0 5 10 15KILOMETERS i




Mt. Taylor e

—I0ie1n

[
-
[ Mt Taylor Elk
S H?‘éApglr1s'?";{'!{':Ir‘nv EXPLANATION
NAVAJO NATION & — TRUSTLAND ;
OFF. RESERVATION ik Low use corridor
TRUST LAND Medium use corridor
I High use corridor
UTAN] _ COLORAT
e - Study
= “area
- g [
=
- NEW MEXICO
I
‘Winter i
Range A
3,
Summer i o
- oy
Ra_llge _"\i‘\b LAGUNA PUERLD
r.B\J
Sl
3520 [~ T
IR
P LAGUNA | |
OFF RESERVATION
v -, TRUST LAND I
Mount Taylor. . |—| “} |
EXPLANATION B 4 =
I Stopovers T ') | \
I Winter range \ | & )
Corridor footprint o |
w7
e i, S
35510 — E: |
I e MAVAJO NATION -
Tf‘ L RESERVATION
[ ]
a
LAGUNAPUEBLO
a
(Y
] 4 G

S. Liley, January 10, 2025

BMILES
1 1 ]

T T T
4 B B KILOMETERS

.-N:w |\v1

|
!

1S

St
(_Jnmc‘.‘ Gt |

—

nt ot

KICO Ejr' partme

=1
-

C



|
EXPLANATION
I a e —— Migration route

Not all herds migrate

\
Gila Elk
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Ongoing work

NMDGF Goal: target more arid regions where
big game make important seasonal movements
in response to precipitation patterns

* Current & upcoming projects

» Mule deer
» Southern Pecos, Mt. Taylor)

» Pronghorn movement
» BLM/NMSU/NMDGF: Bootheel
» DOD/NMDGF/NMSU: Southeastern
NM
» Wildlands/Tribal/NMDGF: pronghorn
near solar development NW
» Sand conveyer project & deer movement
response
» Developer sponsoring work to identify
changes in movement after installation
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Key takeaways

Collaborative efforts key

» Many entities fund work and have data or expertise
» BLM, NMSU, USGS, Tribal Nations, Consultants, DOD
> Future $$ available to expand work (WAFWA grant 2025-2027)

> Benefits to other species

More work to be done

> No data DOES NOT mean migration is not occurring or an area is not

important
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Questions?
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