




Senate Bill 228 – Wildlife Corridors Act
Directed NMDOT and New Mexico Department of 
Game and Fish (NMDGF) to develop a Statewide 

Wildlife Corridors Action Plan

How did this pass?
• “The Wildlife Corridors Action Plan or provisions of 

the Wildlife Corridors Act do not apply to private 
property or private property owners, unless private 
property owners choose to participate voluntarily.”

• No Funding
• NMDOT made commitment to fund development 

of Wildlife Corridors Action Plan





Wildlife-Vehicle Collisions Wildlife Corridors

Wildlife Corridors Action Plan
Components



Prioritization of
 Wildlife-Vehicle Collision (WVC) 

Hotspots
Factors:

• WVCs/mile/year
• % of Total Crashes Involving Wildlife
• Property Damage Only vs Injury Crashes
• Vulnerable Species
• Landownership (Public vs Private)
• Public/NGO/Agency Support



The Top 5 
Wildlife-
Vehicle 
Collision 
Hotspots

US 180/NM 90
Silver City

US 550 
North of Cuba

US 70/NM 48
Ruidoso

US 70 Bent

I-25
Glorieta Pass



Identification and Prioritization of 
Wildlife Corridors

• Modeling Wildlife Movements
• Habitat Suitability
• Resistance Layers

• Validation/Calibration of Modeling Results
• GPS/Radio Collar Data
• Reported Crash Data

• Additional Validation/Calibration
• Past Modeling Studies
• Input from Public Agencies, Non-Gov’t 

Organizations, Tribes, and General Public



The Top 6 
Wildlife 
Corridors

I-10
Peloncillo 
Mountains

I-25/US 550
Sandia-Jemez 

Mountains

US 285
Rio Grande Del 

Norte

US 64/84
Chama

I-25/US 64/NM 505
Pronghorn Triangle

NM 38
Questa-Red River



We Have a Plan

Let’s Build It!

But How?







US 550 Wildlife-Vehicle Collision Project Area



Phase 1 - Valley of Death  (WC-01 O &
WC-04 U)

FENCE 4.71-MILES w/NM 96
MP 64.93 to MP 69.14

Phase 2 - Moving West (WC-07 O & WC-
08 U)

FENCE 3.84-MILES
MP 69.14 to MP 72.98

Phase 3  (WC-10 U WC-12 U)
FENCE 2.64-MILES

MP 72.98 to MP 75.62

Phase 4 - Continental Divide Overpass
(WC-16 O)

FENCE 5.02-MILES
MP 75.62 TO MP 80.64

$28,400,000 $28,400,000 $14,900,000 $26,300,000

$28,400,000 $28,400,000
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$26,300,000
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US 550 WVC Mitigation 
Construction Phasing 





US 550 Wildlife Crossing Project



Priority 
Project 
Areas

US 180/NM 90
Silver City

US 550 
North of Cuba

US 70/NM 48
Ruidoso

US 70 Bent

I-25
Glorieta Pass

I-25/US 550
Sandia-Jemez 

Mtns



US 70 Bent Project Area







Priority 
Project 
Areas

US 180/NM 90
Silver City

US 550 
North of Cuba

US 70/NM 48
Ruidoso

US 70 Bent

I-25
Glorieta Pass

I-25/US 550
Sandia-Jemez 

Mtns







                      

mailto:Trent.Botkin@dot.nm.gov
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