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Fisheries Rule

• Four Year Cycle

• Current Rule 

Expires March 31, 

2026

• Manner and 

Method for Fishing



Data Review and Angler Input



Fisheries Rule Proposals
• Clarify definition of “Barbless lure or fly” – consistent with Manner and 

Method Definition

• Special Trout Water Designation - Jack’s Creek, Rio Chiquito, and Rio 

San Antonio (near Lagunitas Lakes)

– Catch and Release for Rio Grande Cutthroat Trout

– Unlimited harvest for non-native trout

– Tackle limited to barbless lures or flies

• Remove Santa Cruz, Bonito, Monastery, and Springer Lakes reference 

for ice fishing prohibition

• Add Definition of Special Trout Water



Manner and Method Proposals

• Clarify definition of “Barbless lure 
or fly” – consistent with Fisheries 
Rule Definition

• Remove Santa Cruz, Bonito, and 
Springer Lakes reference for ice 
fishing prohibition

• Prohibit using “bait fish” within 
BLM Overflow Wetlands

• Electric Trolling Motors at 
Jackson Lake WMA

• Director’s authority to suspend 
angling limits, methods, and 
size limits or to close a water

– Six Months



Public Outreach – May/June 

• Website – May 21

• Virtual Public Meetings  

– June 9 and 13

– Total of 13 attendees



Public Comments
• Eight written comments

– Remove “hard” plastic in 

definition of barbless lure or fly

– Expand STWs Lakes

– Expand STWs in Pecos and 

Cimarron

– Proposed Native Trout STWs

– Expand STW on San Juan



Questions?



• STW - 222,000 angler days/year

• Regular Reg. – 126,000 angler days/year

• Rainbow and Brown Trout fishery



• Extend Special Trout Water 

below Crusher Hole

• Loss of general fishing 
opportunity 

• Work with State Parks on 

boat ramp/angling 

enforcement



• New Special Trout Water in Lower San Juan 

Trout Fisheries

• Already quality fishery

• Promote opportunity and increase 

access
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