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Migratory Game Bird Seasons

YOUTH WATERFOWL SEASONS
Federal Youth 
Waterfowl Days
(Residents and Nonresidents)

Hunt 
Area Zone Season Dates

Bag / 
Possession

Central 
Flyway 

North Oct. 3–4 See page 7

South Oct. 24–25

Pacifi c 
Flyway

North 
and South

Oct. 10–11 See page 8

Youth hunters must be 17 years of age or younger and fully li censed (a special hunt permit 
is not required). Hunters 16 years of age and older must purchase a federal Duck Stamp. 
An adult 18 years of age or older must accompany the youth in the fi eld. The adult may 
not hunt ducks, but may if properly licensed participate in other seasons open during 
Youth Waterfowl Days. 
The youth hunter may take only ducks, coots and gallinules in the Pacifi c Flyway. The 
youth hunter may take only ducks and coots in the Central Flyway. No other migratory 
game bird species may be taken, unless it is open season for these species. Bag and 
possession limits are the same as the regular seasons. 
WMAs open during Youth Wa ter fowl Days include Bernardo, La Joya, Wagon Mound, 
Charette Lake, McAllister Lake and Tucumcari.

Youth Waterfowl Hunts at Bernardo (Residents Only)
The Bernardo Youth Hunt Unit is open for waterfowl hunts for resident youth and their 
guests. Blind selection will be available fi rst-come, fi rst-served from ½ hour before 
sunrise to 1 p.m. Youth hunters must be accompanied by a supervising adult 18 years of 
age or older. Supervising adults may not hunt, but must be legally licensed. No more than 
four people per blind are allowed – at least half of whom must be youth hunters.

... restore habitat.More than 120 years conserving 
New Mexico’s wildlife for future generations

manage newly completed 
construction enhancements to 
wetland habitat and associated 
infrastructure on more than 
800 acres of wetlands on 
Bernardo Wildlife Area.

sustain 1,250 acres of wetland 
habitat and 4 miles of riparian 
habitat along the Pecos River.

produce 900 acres of 
agricultural crops for wintering 
waterfowl and other wildlife.

At the New Mexico Department of Wildlife, we ...
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La Joya Wildlife Management Areas
Maps of State Game Commission Lands, including La Joya WMA, are available online:  
http://www.wildlife.dgf.nm.gov/conservation/state-game-commission-lands/
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Bernardo Wildlife Management Area
Maps of State Game Commission Lands, including Bernardo WMAs, are available online:  
http://www.wildlife.dgf.nm.gov/conservation/state-game-commission-lands/



FALCONRY MIGRATORY GAME BIRD SEASONS
White-winged and mourning doves, American coot, band-tailed pigeon, gallinules, snipe, ducks, 
geese, sandhill crane, sora and Virginia rail. All Wildlife Management Areas are open each day 
of the established falconry season. The portion of Jackson Lake east of N.M. Hwy. 170 is open to 
falconry-only migratory game bird hunting during established seasons.

Area Season Dates Bag / Possession

Dove North Zone Sept. 1–Dec. 4, 
Dec. 21–Jan. 1, ’27

3 singly or in aggregate / 
9 in possession

South Zone Sept. 1–Nov. 5, 
Nov. 22–Jan. 1, ‘27

3 singly or in aggregate / 
9 in possession

Band-tailed Pigeon
Central Flyway and
Pacifi c Flyway

North Zone Sept. 1–14 3 singly or in aggregate / 
9 in possession

South Zone Oct. 1–14 3 singly or in aggregate / 
9 in possession

Sandhill Crane Eastern(1) Oct. 10 – Jan. 21, ‘27 3 singly or in aggregate / 
6 in possession

Estancia Valley(2) Nov. 9–Dec. 29 3 singly or in aggregate / 
6 in possession

(1) Eastern Sandhill Crane Permit (free) in possession is required while hunting.
(2) Falconers are requested to report hunting efforts.

Ducks and American Coot 
Central Flyway

North Zone Sept. 12–20, 
Oct. 10–Jan. 13, ’27

3 singly or in aggregate /  
9 in possession

South Zone Sept. 12–20, 
Oct. 28–Jan. 31, ’27

3 singly or in aggregate /  
9 in possession

Ducks and American Coot 
Pacifi c Flyway

All Zones Oct. 19–Jan. 31, ’27 3 singly or in aggregate / 
9 in possession

Scaup
Pacifi c Flyway

All Zones Oct. 19–Jan. 12, ’27 3 singly or in aggregate / 
9 in possession
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Falconry Migratory Game Bird Seasons—continued.

Area Season Dates Bag / Possession

Snipe 
Central Flyway

All Zones Oct. 10–Jan. 24, ’27 3 singly or in aggregate / 
9 in possession

Snipe 
Pacifi c Flyway

All Zones Oct. 17–Jan. 31, ’27 3 singly or in aggregate / 
9 in possession

Gallinules 
Central Flyway

All Zones Sept. 12–Dec. 26 3 singly or in aggregate / 
9 in possession

Gallinules 
Pacifi c Flyway

All Zones Oct. 19–
Jan. 31, ’27

3 singly or in aggregate / 
9 in possession

Sora and Virginia Rail
Central Flyway

All Zones Sept. 12–Dec. 26 3 singly or in aggregate / 
9 in possession

Sora and Virginia Rail 
Pacifi c Flyway

All Zones Sept. 12–Nov. 20 3 singly or in aggregate / 
9 in possession

Light Goose 
Central Flyway

All Zones Oct. 17–Jan. 31, ‘27 3 singly or in aggregate / 
9 in possession

Light Goose 
Pacifi c Flyway

North Zone Sept. 26–Oct. 11, 
Nov. 2–Jan. 31, ‘27

3 singly or in aggregate / 
9 in possession

South Zone Oct. 17–Jan. 31, ‘27 3 singly or in aggregate / 
9 in possession

Dark Goose 
Central Flyway

MRGV Dec. 19–Jan. 31, ‘27 3 singly or in aggregate / 
9 in possession

All Zones (1) Oct. 17–Jan. 31, ‘27 3 singly or in aggregate / 
9 in possession

Dark Goose 
Pacifi c Flyway

North Zone Sept. 26–Oct. 11, 
Nov. 2–Jan. 31, ‘27

3 singly or in aggregate / 
9 in possession

South Zone Oct. 17–Jan. 31, ‘27 3 singly or in aggregate / 
9 in possession

(1) Excluding MRGV.
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Make memories that 
will last a lifetime.

Mentor-Youth Hunting Program
www.wildlife.dgf.nm.gov/education/hunter-education

505-222-4731

Conserving New Mexico’s Wildlife for Future Generations

2026–2027 New Mexico 
Migratory Game Bird Supplement  

is published by the  New Mexico Department of Wildlife / Information and Education Division, 
One Wildlife Way, Santa Fe, NM 87507 ©  2026. NMDOW photo, Eric Arce.  


