












FALCONRY MIGRATORY GAME BIRD SEASONS
White-winged and mourning doves, American coot, band-tailed pigeon, gallinules, snipe, ducks, 
geese, sandhill crane, sora and Virginia rail. All Wildlife Management Areas are open each day 
of the established falconry season. The portion of Jackson Lake east of N.M. Hwy. 170 is open to 
falconry-only migratory game bird hunting during established seasons.

Area Season Dates Bag / Possession

Dove North Zone Sept. 1–Dec. 4,  
Dec. 21–Jan. 1, ’26

3 singly or in aggregate /  
9 in possession

South Zone Sept. 1–Nov. 5,  
Nov. 22–Jan. 1, ‘26

3 singly or in aggregate /  
9 in possession

Band-tailed Pigeon 
Central Flyway and 
Pacific Flyway

North Zone Sept. 1–14 3 singly or in aggregate /  
9 in possession

South Zone Oct. 1–14 3 singly or in aggregate /  
9 in possession

Sandhill Crane Eastern(1) Oct. 11 – Jan. 22, ‘26 3 singly or in aggregate /  
6 in possession

Estancia Valley(2) Nov. 1–Dec. 30 3 singly or in aggregate /  
6 in possession

(1) Eastern Sandhill Crane Permit (free) in possession is required while hunting.
(2) Falconers are requested to report hunting efforts.

Ducks and American Coot 
Central Flyway

North Zone Sept. 13–21,  
Oct. 11–Jan. 14, ’26

3 singly or in aggregate /  
9 in possession

South Zone Sept. 13–21,  
Oct. 28–Jan. 31, ’26

3 singly or in aggregate /  
9 in possession

Ducks and American Coot 
Pacific Flyway

All Zones Oct. 19–Jan. 31, ’26 3 singly or in aggregate /  
9 in possession

Scaup 
Pacific Flyway

All Zones Oct. 19–Jan. 12, ’26 3 singly or in aggregate /  
9 in possession
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Falconry Migratory Game Bird Seasons—continued.

Area Season Dates Bag / Possession

Snipe  
Central Flyway

All Zones Oct. 11–Jan. 25, ’26 3 singly or in aggregate /  
9 in possession

Snipe  
Pacific Flyway

All Zones Oct. 17–Jan. 31, ’26 3 singly or in aggregate /  
9 in possession

Gallinules  
Central Flyway

All Zones Sept. 13–Dec. 27 3 singly or in aggregate /  
9 in possession

Gallinules  
Pacific Flyway

All Zones Oct. 19– 
Jan. 31, ’26

3 singly or in aggregate /  
9 in possession

Sora and Virginia Rail 
Central Flyway

All Zones Sept. 13–Dec. 27 3 singly or in aggregate /  
9 in possession

Sora and Virginia Rail  
Pacific Flyway

All Zones Sept. 13–Nov. 21 3 singly or in aggregate /  
9 in possession

Light Goose  
Central Flyway

All Zones Oct. 17–Jan. 31, ‘26 3 singly or in aggregate /  
9 in possession

Light Goose  
Pacific Flyway

North Zone Sept. 27–Oct. 12, 
Nov. 2–Jan. 31, ‘26

3 singly or in aggregate /  
9 in possession

South Zone Oct. 17–Jan. 31, ‘26 3 singly or in aggregate /  
9 in possession

Dark Goose  
Central Flyway

MRGV Dec. 19–Jan. 31, ‘26 3 singly or in aggregate /  
9 in possession

All Zones (1) Oct. 17–Jan. 31, ‘26 3 singly or in aggregate /  
9 in possession

Dark Goose  
Pacific Flyway

North Zone Sept. 27–Oct. 12, 
Nov. 2–Jan. 31, ‘26

3 singly or in aggregate /  
9 in possession

South Zone Oct. 17–Jan. 31, ‘26 3 singly or in aggregate /  
9 in possession

(1) Excluding MRGV.
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