
ALTERNATIVE	
  PRONGHORN	
  	
  
HUNT	
  MANAGEMENT	
  



•  Female	
  and	
  fawn	
  survival	
  drive	
  
popula2on	
  growth	
  
–  Fawn	
  survival	
  important	
  to	
  sustain	
  
popula2on	
  levels	
  

•  Male-­‐only	
  harvest	
  is	
  biologically	
  
sustainable	
  	
  
–  1	
  male	
  breeds	
  many	
  females	
  
–  Pregnancy	
  rates	
  >95%	
  regardless	
  of	
  
B:D	
  ra2os	
  

–  >98%	
  of	
  females	
  are	
  impregnated	
  
with	
  twins	
  	
  

•  Rut	
  late	
  Aug.	
  through	
  early	
  Oct.	
  
(depending	
  on	
  area)	
  	
  

	
  

PRONGHORN	
  BIOLOGY	
  



PRONGHORN	
  BIOLOGY	
  

•  Pronghorn	
  reach	
  peak	
  
horn	
  size	
  @	
  ~2-­‐4	
  years	
  
– Unlike	
  antler	
  growth	
  in	
  deer	
  
(~5	
  years)	
  &	
  elk	
  (~7	
  years)	
  

•  Low	
  harvest	
  of	
  males	
  not	
  
necessary	
  for	
  “quality”	
  
– More	
  people	
  can	
  have	
  
opportunity	
  to	
  hunt	
  &	
  
harvest	
  a	
  quality	
  buck	
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ALTERNATIVE	
  OPTIONS	
  

•  OPTION	
  1:	
  Distribute	
  public	
  opportunity	
  
through	
  draw,	
  private	
  OTC	
  unlimited	
  

•  OPTION	
  2:	
  In	
  “quality”	
  areas	
  offer	
  public	
  and	
  
private	
  licenses	
  through	
  draw	
  (similar	
  to	
  
deer);	
  “opportunity”	
  areas	
  offer	
  private	
  OTC	
  
– Quality	
  &	
  opportunity	
  managed	
  based	
  on	
  
buck:doe	
  ra2os,	
  hunter	
  density,	
  and	
  sa2sfac2on	
  
ra2ngs	
  



CURRENT	
  ISSUES	
  

•  BIOLOGICAL:	
  
– Harvest	
  objec2ves	
  cannot	
  be	
  
met	
  because	
  dependent	
  on	
  
returned	
  agreements	
  

– Proper2es	
  not	
  mee2ng	
  
minimum	
  acreage	
  cannot	
  be	
  
hunted	
  

– Proper2es	
  that	
  never	
  enroll	
  
but	
  have	
  opportunity	
  



•  Harvest	
  is	
  conserva2ve	
  
under	
  A-­‐PLUS	
  
– Areas	
  where	
  pronghorn	
  
are	
  never	
  available	
  for	
  
harvest	
  
•  Losing	
  hun2ng	
  opportunity	
  

GMU	
   Minimum	
  qualifying	
  acreage	
  

41	
   2,428	
  

42	
   5,869	
  

47	
   1,459	
  

56	
   914	
  

57	
   955	
  

58	
   2,136	
  

59	
   1,234	
  

CURRENT	
  ISSUES	
  



•  Missed	
  poten2al	
  opportunity*	
  
•  Some	
  ranches	
  that	
  sign	
  up	
  do	
  not	
  

qualify	
  
–  Based	
  on	
  acreage	
  GMU	
  

#	
  Ranches	
  
not	
  
qualifying	
  

12	
   19	
  
15	
   16	
  
18	
   11	
  
20	
   6	
  
31	
   43	
  
32	
   30	
  
33	
   13	
  
38	
   29	
  
39	
   9	
  
40	
   51	
  
58	
   8	
  
TOTAL	
   265	
  

CURRENT	
  ISSUES	
  



•  OTHER	
  ISSUES:	
  
–  Landowners	
  

•  Concerns	
  about	
  accommoda2ng	
  
public	
  hunters	
  

•  Don’t	
  currently	
  receive	
  
alloca2on	
  for	
  archery,	
  MIP,	
  and	
  
youth	
  tags	
  

•  Desire	
  to	
  be	
  more	
  conserva2ve	
  
with	
  harvest	
  

	
  
–  Public	
  hunters	
  	
  

•  Complaints	
  about	
  ranch	
  
assignment	
  restric2ons	
  to	
  only	
  1	
  
property	
  

CURRENT	
  ISSUES	
  



•  Currently	
  hun2ng	
  below	
  sustainable	
  harvest	
  in	
  
some	
  areas	
  
– Not	
  taking	
  advantage	
  of	
  available	
  opportunity	
  

•  Pronghorn	
  hun2ng	
  could	
  be	
  increased	
  	
  
– Different	
  increases	
  in	
  some	
  areas	
  depending	
  on	
  survey	
  
data	
  

•  S2ll	
  maintain	
  quality	
  hun2ng	
  opportuni2es	
  

ALTERNATIVE	
  HUNT	
  MGMT	
  



PRIVATE	
  LAND	
  DEER	
  HUNTING	
  

•  Almost	
  exclusively	
  unlimited	
  OTC	
  	
  
–  Excep2on	
  of	
  2,	
  4,	
  &	
  5A	
  

•  Unlimited	
  licenses	
  (during	
  
established	
  hunts)	
  
–  Private	
  landowners	
  generally	
  hunt	
  
conserva2vely	
  

–  Observing	
  good	
  buck:doe	
  ra2os	
  
(≥30:100)	
  during	
  aerial	
  surveys	
  



•! X4$4"*/("&(""-&
%/:"'+"+B&gfbf;>&

*;:>6?) *96IF8<)
-;A8<E)V) D;@& ;>@&
"FAE)78F8;7)VW) P>@& ?;@&
!?8;F>)C;A8<E) O>bff;& fb>?D&
h"Z:%,(/'3&4-/9$%b&CHCb&CHj&&

*%'(!#$)"!&5)5$$%)-.&#'&,)



PROPOSED	
  PRONGHORN	
  HUNT	
  
STRUCTURE	
  

•  STATEWIDE	
  
•  Proposed	
  statewide	
  pronghorn	
  hunt	
  structure	
  
–  Archery:	
  2nd	
  Sat.	
  in	
  Aug.	
  
–  1st	
  Rifle:	
  4th	
  Sat.	
  in	
  Aug.	
  
–  2nd	
  Rifle:	
  4th	
  Sat.	
  in	
  Sept.	
  
–  3rd	
  Rifle:	
  1st	
  Sat.	
  in	
  Oct.	
  
–  Youth	
  Rifle:	
  2nd	
  Sat.	
  in	
  Oct.	
  
– Mobility	
  Impaired:	
  4th	
  Sat.	
  in	
  Sept.	
  
– Maintain	
  current	
  public	
  muzzleloader	
  hunts	
  

•  Poten2al	
  to	
  create	
  new	
  muzzleloader	
  hunts	
  
–  Going	
  from	
  ~60	
  public	
  hunt	
  codes	
  to	
  ~150	
  hunt	
  codes	
  
–  Increase	
  hunt	
  length	
  (rifle	
  hunts	
  increase	
  from	
  3	
  up	
  to	
  5	
  
days)	
  



Proposed	
  Draw	
  
Northeast	
  area:	
  
•  Rifle:	
  56%	
  Increase	
  
•  379	
  to	
  590	
  
•  Archery:	
  70%	
  Increase	
  
•  10	
  to	
  170	
  
•  Youth	
  (Rifle):	
  65%	
  Increase	
  
•  100	
  to165	
  
•  Mobility	
  Impaired	
  (Rifle):	
  Maintain	
  

current	
  opportunity	
  

Southeast	
  area:	
  
•  Rifle:	
  8%	
  Increase	
  
•  369	
  to	
  400	
  
•  Archery:	
  20%	
  Increase	
  
•  210	
  to	
  250	
  
•  Youth	
  (Rifle):	
  Maintain	
  current	
  

opportunity	
  
•  Mobility	
  Impaired	
  (Rifle):	
  Maintain	
  

current	
  opportunity	
  

Northwest	
  Area:	
  
•  Rifle:	
  18%	
  Increase	
  
•  17	
  to20	
  
•  Archery:	
  33%	
  Increase	
  
•  15	
  to20	
  
•  Youth	
  (Rifle):	
  Maintain	
  Current	
  

Southwest	
  area:	
  
•  Rifle:	
  48%	
  Increase	
  
•  122	
  to	
  180	
  
•  Archery:	
  11%	
  Increase	
  
•  122	
  to	
  135	
  
•  Youth	
  (Rifle):	
  19%	
  Increase	
  
•  37	
  to	
  44	
  
•  Mobility	
  Impaired	
  (Rifle):	
  Maintain	
  

current	
  opportunity	
  



CURRENT	
  INPUT	
  

•  Concern	
  over	
  trespass	
  issues	
  (on	
  both	
  public	
  and	
  
private)	
  

•  Concern	
  about	
  over-­‐harves2ng	
  
•  5	
  day	
  Rifle	
  hunts	
  (both	
  for	
  and	
  against)	
  
•  Would	
  like	
  to	
  see	
  smaller	
  GMUs	
  in	
  some	
  SE	
  
GMUs	
  

•  Plains	
  of	
  San	
  Augus2ne	
  landowners	
  want	
  to	
  see	
  
special	
  mgmt.	
  area	
  	
  



QUESTIONS?	
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NW	
  AREA	
  

•  Popula2on	
  es2mate:	
  ~1,500	
  
•  Fewest	
  pronghorn	
  of	
  all	
  regions	
  
•  Intermixed	
  private,	
  BLM,	
  USFS,	
  State	
  Land	
  
Office,	
  and	
  Tribal	
  lands	
  

•  Limited	
  pronghorn	
  habitat	
  in	
  this	
  area	
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SW	
  AREA	
  
•  Popula2on	
  es2mate:	
  ~2,500	
  	
  
•  44*	
  bucks:	
  100	
  does:	
  30	
  fawns	
  

•  Regional	
  pronghorn	
  stronghold:	
  Plains	
  of	
  San	
  
Augus2ne	
  

•  Intermixed	
  private,	
  BLM,	
  USFS,	
  State	
  Land	
  Office,	
  
and	
  Tribal	
  lands	
  

•  Some	
  pronghorn	
  found	
  in	
  the	
  Gila	
  Na2onal	
  
Forest	
  

•  Por2ons	
  of	
  region	
  are	
  very	
  dry	
  
– Very	
  few	
  pronghorn	
  in	
  Bootheel	
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•  OPPORTUNITY:	
  distribute	
  
public	
  draw	
  &	
  offer	
  unlimited	
  
OTC	
  pronghorn	
  licenses	
  on	
  
private	
  land	
  

•  QUALITY:	
  distribute	
  public	
  &	
  
private	
  through	
  draw	
  
–  Similar	
  to	
  some	
  deer	
  hunts	
  in	
  
NW	
  area	
  

•  Increased	
  opportunity	
  for	
  
“open	
  gate”	
  	
  

OPTION	
  2:	
  PRONGHORN	
  HUNT	
  MGMT	
  



•  Input	
  from	
  hunters	
  &	
  local	
  communi2es	
  
for	
  “quality”	
  vs	
  “opportunity”	
  GMUs	
  
–  Examples:	
  	
  

•  Opportunity:	
  some	
  NE	
  units	
  
•  Quality:	
  GMU	
  16	
  (Plains	
  of	
  San	
  Augus2ne)	
  &	
  some	
  
NE	
  units	
  

	
  

County	
  
B&C	
  

entries	
  
Catron	
   63	
  
Colfax	
   63	
  
Grant	
   14	
  
Lea	
   7	
  
Lincoln	
   60	
  
Mora	
   81	
  
Otero	
   11	
  
Quay	
   6	
  
Sierra	
   8	
  
Socorro	
   90	
  
Torrance	
   7	
  

Plains	
  of	
  San	
  Augus2ne	
  
B&C	
  world	
  record	
  buck	
  

OPTION	
  2:	
  PRONGHORN	
  HUNT	
  MGMT	
  



Ranches	
  signed	
  up	
  but	
  do	
  
not	
  qualify	
  

GMU	
  

#	
  Ranches	
  
not	
  
qualifying	
  

7	
   1	
  
8	
   2	
  
12	
   19	
  
13	
   4	
  
14	
   4	
  
15	
   16	
  
16	
   2	
  
17	
   3	
  
18	
   11	
  
20	
   6	
  
23	
   1	
  
25	
   1	
  
26	
   1	
  
29	
   2	
  
31	
   43	
  
32	
   30	
  
33	
   13	
  
37	
   1	
  
38	
   29	
  
39	
   9	
  
40	
   51	
  
43	
   1	
  
46	
   1	
  
47	
   2	
  
52	
   2	
  
55	
   1	
  
58	
   8	
  
59	
   1	
  
TOTAL	
   265	
  



PROPOSED	
  QUALITY	
  HUNT	
  UNITS	
  

•  Quality	
  GMUs	
  determined	
  by	
  total	
  
#	
  B&C	
  scores	
  in	
  each	
  county	
  

•  Proposed	
  quality	
  GMUs	
  
– NE	
  area	
  

•  GMU	
  47	
  
–  SE	
  area	
  

•  GMUs	
  28,	
  34/36/37	
  	
  
–  SW	
  area	
  

•  GMUs	
  13,	
  15,	
  16	
  
– NW	
  area	
  

•  GMU	
  12	
  

County	
   B&C	
  entries	
  
Catron	
   63	
  
Chaves	
   4	
  
Cibola	
   5	
  
Cimarron	
   1	
  
Colfax	
   63	
  
De	
  Baca	
   5	
  
Grant	
   14	
  
Guadalupe	
   2	
  
Harding	
   5	
  
Henderson	
   2	
  
Lea	
   7	
  
Lincoln	
   60	
  
Luna	
   3	
  
Magdalena	
   1	
  
McKinley	
   1	
  
Mora	
   81	
  

Otero	
   11	
  
Quay	
   6	
  
Roosevelt	
   1	
  
San	
  Miguel	
   2	
  
Santa	
  Fe	
   1	
  
Santa	
  Rosa	
   1	
  
Sierra	
   8	
  
Socorro	
   90	
  
Taos	
   2	
  
Torrance	
   7	
  
Union	
   3	
  



GMU	
   Public	
  DER	
  rifle	
  success	
  rate	
  
41	
   0.42	
  
42	
   0.29	
  
47	
   0.33	
  
56	
   0.63	
  
57	
   0.50	
  
58	
   0.46	
  
59	
   0.21	
  



•  Publicly	
  accessible	
  land:	
  28%	
  
	
  
DEER	
  
•  Public	
  draw	
  deer:	
  85%	
  of	
  licenses	
  
•  Total	
  deer	
  licenses:	
  170	
  
	
  
PRONGHORN	
  
•  Current	
  private:	
  	
  

–  Allocated: 	
   	
  37 	
  	
  
–  Converted: 	
   	
  24

	
  	
  
–  Unconverted: 	
  13 	
  	
  

•  Current	
  A-­‐PLUS	
  public:	
  	
  
–  9	
  licenses	
  

•  Proposed	
  public	
  rifle:	
  
–  10	
  licenses	
  

•  Expected	
  private	
  rifle:	
  
–  ~30	
  licenses	
  

GMU	
  48	
  

Proposed	
  Public	
  Hunt	
  Structure	
  

Hunt	
   Date	
   Licenses	
   Bag	
  

Youth	
   Aug	
  17-­‐21	
   NA	
  

Archery	
   Sept	
  1-­‐24	
   NA	
  

1st	
  Rifle	
   Sept	
  28-­‐Oct	
  2	
   5	
   MB	
  

2nd	
  Rifle	
   Oct	
  5-­‐9	
   5	
   MB	
  

MIP	
   Oct	
  5-­‐9	
   NA	
  

3rd	
  Rifle	
   Oct	
  12-­‐16	
   NA	
  

Total	
   	
  	
   5	
   	
  	
  








