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Identifying the Barriers 





Apprentice Programs in America 

46 
States 

have an 
apprentice 
program 



Department’s Education Programs 
Hunter Education 
•  Traditional Course 
•  Live Fire  
•  Online Hunter Education  
•  Mentored-Youth 
•  Afterschool Program 
•  Virtual Hunter Education 

Archery Education 
•  Bowhunter Education 
•  National Archery in 

Schools Program (NASP)  
•  Scholastic 3-D Archery 

(S3DA) 

Responsible Hunter 
•  Youth Shooting Sports 
•  New Mexico Youth Hunter 

Education Challenge 
(NMYEC) 

•  Live Fire Training 
•  Shooting Range 

Development 

Aquatic Education 
•  Basic and Advance Fishing 

Skills Training 
•  Trout in the Classroom 
•  Native Trout Releases 
•  Watershed Watch 
•  Water Quality Monitoring 

Wildlife Conservation 
•  In-School Presentations 
•  Classroom Curriculum 
•  Wildlife Trunks 
•  BioBlitz 

OHV Program 
•  OHV Safety Training 
•  Law Enforcement Training 
•  Safety Sam  



How The Program Works 

Mentored-Youth Hunter 
 

•  Study Guide: firearms, ammunition, 
hunter safety, shooting fundamentals, 
survival, wildlife identification, game 
care, laws and regulations 

•  Must pass test with a minimum 
score of 80%  

•  Temporary number is only valid for 
two-consecutive license years 

•  Allowable species: deer, turkey, 
javelina and small-game 

 
Mentors 
 

•  Must be 18 years of age or older 
and possess a valid hunting license 

•  Must be in unaided sight and 
audible distance from one another 



States With No Minimum Age to Hunt 

34 
States 

have no 
minimum 

age to 
hunt 



Source:	National	Sporting	Goods	Association,	Consumer	Products	Safety	Commission,	National	
Electronic	Injury	Surveillance	System	and	the	International	Hunter	Education	Association	

HUNTING 
WITH A 

FIREARM 
SECOND 

IN SAFETY 
FOR ALL 

AGES 















ZERO 
INJURIES 

During The  
Eight Year Run  

of The Mentored-
Youth Hunting 

Program 



Proposed Changes to 19.36.3 NMAC 

1.  Allow first-time youth hunters, 8 years of age and older, to 
participate in the program 

2.  Add pronghorn antelope  to list of allowable species 
3.  Correct misspellings 




