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Habitat Restoration on Colin 
Neblett WMA  

• Objective: 
 

• Restore wet-mixed conifer forest stands to 
improve wildlife habitat and increase forest 
resiliency to wildfire through thinning and 
prescribed fire. 

 



Habitat Restoration on Colin 
Neblett WMA  

 
 

• 2016—Hand thinned 538 acres to 
reduce forest fuels and promote aspen 
regeneration 

• 2017—Hand piled 41 acres of forest 
thinning slash for prescribed fire 

• 2018—Implemented prescribed fire to 
consume hand piles 
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•2017/18—Hand piling locations 

and Rx Burn Locations 



Prescribed Burn Planning and 
Compliance 

 
 

 
• Contracted National Wildfire Coordination Group 

(NWCG) Burn Boss to develop burn plan 
 

• Partnered with Forest Stewards Guild to develop 
public meeting in Eagles Nest 
 

• Obtained necessary State (NMENV) and Colfax 
County Air Quality and burn permits 

 



Public Meeting 

 
 

• Presented the RX Burn 
plan/objectives to public 
 

• Provided burn plan copies 
to interested parties 
 

• Public was supportive of 
the plan and hopeful that 
additional habitat work 
continues on Neblett WMA 



Burn Operations 

• Burned February 14 & 15 
• Ignited ~1,100 piles 

 
 

• FFT2s: 
• 6 – NMDGF 
• 2 – Forest Stewards Guild 
• 2 – Philmont Scout Ranch 
• 1 – Forest Fitness 



Mop Up 
• Burn Unit visited daily, then weekly, 

by Department FFT2s for 3 weeks to 
ensure all smoldering ceased 
 

• Forecasted cold temperatures and 
precipitation assisted 



What’s Next… 

• There are an additional 497 acres of thinned material on the 
Colin Neblett WMA that can be piled and burned 

 
• Additional WMA properties have existing burn plans and are 

undergoing similar thinning treatments 
 

• Increase in the number of Department staff with Burn 
Qualifications 
 

• Department is currently funding Rx burn operations on USFS 
and BLM lands throughout New Mexico 



Questions? 
 



NWCG Burn Plan 

 
 

• Burn plan reviewed by 
additional NWCG Burn Boss 
and approved by Director 
 

• Burn complexity rating = 
LOW 



Test Burn 

 
 

• Requisite weather met 
February 14, 2018 

• 2-6 inches of snow 
• 35-50 Degrees 
• 20-50% Relative Humidity 
• S-NW Winds, 0-15 mph 

 
• Weather forecast called for 

additional precip 
 

• Weather supported good 
ventilation for Air Quality 
 

• Test burn results support 
‘GO’ decision 




