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The Outdoor Recreation Division works to 
ensure that all New Mexicans gain from the 
public health, environmental, and economic 
benefits of sustainable outdoor recreation.



According to the U.S. Bureau of Economic 
Analysis:
• New Mexico’s outdoor economy 

contributed $2.4 billion (2.2 percent) 
to the state’s GDP in 2019.

• The industry employed 35,065 New 
Mexicans, with $1.2 billion in income.

OUTDOOR RECREATION ECONOMY

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here are highlights from the report:New Mexico’s outdoor recreation economy growth – 5.9 percent since 2018 – is outpacing the national growth -- 3.7 percent.Employment in the industry is expanding much faster in New Mexico than nationally. Since 2018, the number of outdoor recreation jobs in the state has grown by 5.3 percent, compared 0.4 percent growth nationally.Since 2018, outdoor recreation income has grown 7.6 percent in New Mexico, compared with an increase of 3.9 percent for the U.S.In 2019, RVing, equestrian and snow sports were the top three contributors to New Mexico’s outdoor economy, followed closely by boating and fishing.



✔ 84% of New Mexicans believe the outdoor recreation economy is important for the future of 
New Mexico and the western U.S. 

✔ 76% consider themselves an outdoor recreation enthusiast. 

✔ 70% believe that ensuring opportunities for outdoor recreation is important. 



ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT

OUTDOOR RECREATION BUSINESS INCUBATOR 
AND ACCELERATOR
• In 2019, we awarded two $50,000 grants to incubators to 

assist early-stage outdoor businesses. 
• In 2021, the Outdoor Recreation Business Accelerator grant 

opened to invest in programs for outdoor rec companies —
both early stage and established. 

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
• One of our top priorities is to support the companies that 

power the outdoor recreation economy, bringing jobs and 
wealth to our state’s residents. Check out the Economic 
Development Department resource center for a full list of 
the tools we offer to support in- and out-of-state companies. 





In April 2021, an innovative New Mexico 
MainStreet (NMMS) and Outdoor 

Recreation Division (ORD) collaboration 
launched to connect communities’ 

downtowns with their natural resources. 
NMMS and ORD will create the “Outdoor 

Recreation Asset Atlas” to study five 
counties. The end result will identify up to 
five trail creation or improvement projects 
connected to MainStreet districts. Outdoor 
recreation development, when connected to 

MainStreet community downtowns, has 
great potential to support local, asset-based 

economic development.

NEW MEXICO MAINSTREET 
COLLABORATION



The New Mexico Outdoor 
Recreation Division’s 
business directory is a 
comprehensive list of 170 
outdoor recreation 
businesses, nonprofits, 
government agencies, 
educators, and more across 
the state. Businesses are 
categorized by sector and 
organized by either name, 
location, or sector. 
Register your outdoor 
recreation business below to 
help us champion New 
Mexico’s diverse, robust, 
thriving outdoor industry. 



The New Mexico 
Outdoor Economics 
Conference, created 

by Outdoor New 
Mexico, is coming to 

Farmington fall 2021.
It will highlight 

successful economic 
development efforts 

within and outside of 
New Mexico that are 

connected to protected 
lands. The conference 

will bring together 
leaders across the state 
interested in developing 

and enhancing 
opportunities to grow 
our outdoor recreation 

economy.



EQUITY, EDUCATION, & PUBLIC HEALTH

DISPATCHES FROM NM
ORD’s virtual speaker series 
highlights the incredible individuals 
and resources in the state to help you 
get outside. Our first event in 
December featured backcountry 
skiing and snowboarding, one of the 
fastest growing winter sports in the 
U.S. and New Mexico. In March, we 
focused on wilderness first aid with 
future discussions focused on 
campfire safety, water safety, and 
recreating responsibly. 



THE CRADLE-TO-CAREER OUTDOOR INDUSTRY STRATEGY
In summer 2020, the National Park Service’s Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance 
program awarded the ORD a grant to create a statewide outdoor education and industry 
strategy. The plan builds a pathway from pre-K through higher education for students 
interested in working in and for the outdoors, and emphasizes early outdoor access 
through programs like the Outdoor Equity Fund, climate education, and real-world paid 
experience that opens doors to solid New Mexico careers in tribal and rural areas. 



The state’s first 
outdoor recreation 
internship 
program, led by 
Future Focused 
Education in 
partnership with 
ORD, places high 
school students across 
New Mexico with 
outdoor industry 
professionals for paid, 
real-world experience. 



OUTDOOR 
EQUITY FUND

• A grant created in 2019 to invest in 
transformative outdoor recreation 
experiences for young New Mexicans, 
especially those from low-income 
communities.

• In 2020, the Outdoor Equity Fund 
opened to applications for the first 
time, awarding about $270,000 to 25 
applicants across the state. 

• This year, it will continue to support 
transformative outdoor experiences 
that foster stewardship and respect 
for our lands, waters, and cultural 
heritage.



CONSERVATION AND ACCESS 

OUTDOOR RECREATION TRAILS+ GRANT 
This grant program supports projects that 
enhance communities' outdoor recreation 
opportunities. Trails, river parks, wildlife viewing 
areas, and more contribute to economic 
development, prosperity, and wellness. This grant 
funds shovel-ready projects that directly add to 
that access. The ORD awarded six inaugural 
grants in fall 2020.

OUTSTANDING NATIONAL RESOURCE 
WATERS PETITON

The ORD is leading a petition to designate 150 miles 
of river in New Mexico as Outstanding National 
Resource Waters based on their recreational 
significance to the state. If successful, it would 
protect the water quality of these rivers in 
perpetuity for hunters, anglers, acequias, birders 
and everyone else living and recreating along their 
banks. 



PROMOTION
Earning media for ORD and New 
Mexico’s outdoor recreation 
business community:

◼ 100s of earned articles 
since fall 2019

◼ Over 6,000 social and 
newsletter followers and 
113% YoY growth in 
unique visitors to the ORD 
website 

◼ Featuring New Mexico in 
dozens of national 
publications, including 
Associated Press, SNEWS, 
Outside Online, Men’s 
Journal, REI Co-Op 
Journal, and more. 



2021 LEGISLATIVE UPDATES

$175,000 to
$1.67 million 
Funding for ORD outdoor recreation 
infrastructure and outdoor programs grew 
~850% YoY. The division also saw a slight 
bump in recurring operating budget, enabling 
us to expand our storytelling and marketing 
work starting in FY22.  



Contact us

Axie Navas, Director
Alexandra.navas@state.nm.us

Alyssa Renwick, Project Coordinator
Alyssa.renwick2@state.nm.us

For more info and 
to subscribe to our 

newsletter, visit 
NMOutside.com

mailto:Alexandra.navas@state.nm.us
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