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17-4-33. Gaining access into nature program; 
policy; additional powers of state game 

commission.  
A.   It is the policy of the state of New Mexico to 

encourage and promote wildlife-associated 
recreation in New Mexico and to provide for public 

participation in the use of available natural 
resources in a manner that will benefit the general 

public in its enjoyment of public assets and the state 
and its political subdivisions in increased economic 

development.  

 



B.   To implement the state policy, the state game commission shall develop 
and administer a "gaining access into nature program" pursuant to the 
provisions of this section.  
C. In addition to its other powers, in order to develop and administer the 

gaining access into nature program, the state game commission may: 
 

4) issue permits, special use licenses and other authorizations for access to 
individuals and organizations to access state game commission 
properties  

(6) adopt such rules as it deems necessary for programs, events or other 
activities to properly implement the goals and the administration of the 
gaining access into nature program; and  

 
(c)   the reasonable costs of maintenance and repair of habitat and 
properties being used for public access under the provisions of this section; 
and  
 



TITLE 19 NATURAL RESOURCES AND WILDLIFE 
CHAPTER 34 WILDLIFE HABITAT AND LANDS 
PART 3  USE OF STATE GAME COMMISSION LANDS 
 
19.34.3.11 PERMITTING PROCEDURE: 
A. The director may designate land on which wildlife-

associated recreation activities other than, or in addition 
to, hunting, fishing, and trapping may take place subject 
to commission rule. 

E.   The director shall specify restrictions for each activity 
designated in Subsection A of 19.34.3.11 NMAC.  Such 
restrictions shall be posted on each property on which a 
designated activity is permitted, and such restrictions shall 
be available on the department web site 
(www.wildlife.state.nm.us). 
 

 
 
 

http://www.wildlife.state.nm.us/


19.34.3.13 USE OF LAND: 
C. It shall be unlawful for any person 18 years of age or 
older to enter designated land without having in his or her 
possession either a current  hunting, fishing, trapping or 
limited use license, a permit, a valid park permit issued for 
a state park associated with that land, or special activity 
permit where required; and a habitat management and 
access validation (HMAV).  A permit and HMAV shall not be 
required for that portion of a designated land upon which a 
New Mexico state park is operated. 











CONCERNS 
1. Most visitors don’t realize that SGC 

property is different than USFS or BLM 
lands. 

2. Guests of license or permit holders are 
frustrated with the requirement they 
be licensed or permitted as well. 

3. In some cases, facility maintenance is 
challenging and expensive. 

4. Complexity and restrictions are often 
not inviting and prohibitive of intent of 
program.  

5. Novelty of GAIN program has worn off. 
 



Questions? 
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