
Deer Management 
Unit 5B and 51 





Purpose for Boundary Change 

 Chama River is a natural barrier that limits 
elk and deer movement from Unit 5B. 

 Winter range for elk and deer from areas of 
Unit 51. 

► Wildlife management objectives for the 
area between US 84 and the Chama River 
are more closely associated to Unit 51 than 
Unit 5B. 



Issues and Concerns 
►Boundary change will have a negative impact to 

deer in the portion of Unit 5B that is now included 
in Unit 51. 

►The Deer hunt in Unit 51 is running concurrent 
with an Elk hunt. 

►The current deer hunts coincided with deer 
starting to move onto the winter range. 

► Law Enforcement Presence.  



2007 Deer Population Reconstruction 
Summary 

GMU 5B 
 

►No. Animals Observed 
 134 

►Population Estimate 
 347 -- 862 

►Buck:Doe Ratio 
 28 + 8 

GMU 51 
 

►No. Animals Observed 
 90 

►Population Estimate 
 236 -- 793 

►Buck:Doe Ratio 
 33 + 12 

 



2008 Deer Harvest Summary 

GMU 5B 
 

► Licenses Issued = 98 
 (20 public & 78 private) 

 
►Harvest Total = 59 

 

►Success Rate = 63% 

GMU 51 
 

► Licenses Issued = 314 
 (281 public & 33 private) 

 
►Harvest = 65 

 

► Success Rate = 26% 
 



2009 Deer Hunt Comparison 

GMU 5B 
 

 

► Nov. 7-11, 2009 
 15 Permits Available 
 Fee type: Quality 

 
► Nov. 25-29, 2009 
 10 Youth Only Permits 

Available 
 Fee type: Quality 
 

GMU 51 
 

 

► Oct. 24-28, 2009 
 100 Permits Available 
 Fee type: Standard 

 
► Oct. 31 – Nov. 4, 2009 
 100 Permits Available 
 Fee type: Standard 



2009 Unit 51 Hunt Overlaps 

Deer 
 

►Bow 
 Sept. 1-22 

 

►Muzzleloader 
 N/A 

►Rifle 
 Oct. 24-28 
 Oct. 31-Nov. 4 

Elk 
 

►Bow 
 Sept. 1-15 
 Sept. 16-22 

►Muzzleloader 
 Dec. 5-9 

►Rifle 
 Oct. 10-14 - MB 
 Oct. 17-24 - MB 
 Oct. 24-28 - MB 
 Nov. 7-11 - A 
 Nov. 14-18 - A 

 



Considerations 
 

► Number of deer licenses issued 
 in Unit 51. 
► Hunt Dates 

 Timing of deer hunts 
 Overlap with elk hunt 

► Hunt Area (Full Unit or Sub Unit) 
► Law Enforcement Priority 
► 2009 Harvest Data Results 
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